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English Language
Non-Examination Assessment: Ideas for preparing learners for the Non-Examination Assessment investigation into 'Language and Identity'


1. Encourage learners to be proactive in acquiring the data for their investigation. Set clear deadlines and get small groups to consider each other’s data collection. Discussion can address the intended topic area, the proposed focus of the question, the range of linguistic features and an evaluation of the material’s suitability. Each learner should be able to put the case for their data—and take account of feedback.
2. A regular appointment system with teachers will encourage learners to keep on top of their investigation. This is particularly important in the early stages when discussion of the question focus and wording is critical.

3. Use the idea of an editorial board to encourage feedback amongst the learners. Divide the class into small groups. Each group has to listen to a short presentation by its members about their ideas and their data. They then read each other’s drafts and note the strengths and weaknesses. The following questions could form the basis for discussion:

· Is the focus of the question clearly defined?
· Is the context of the data clear? e.g. audience, purpose, situation, genre etc.
· Are features identified accurately using appropriate linguistic terminology?
· Are the effects explored with a clear sense of how meaning is communicated?
· Does discussion address the focus of the question?
· Is there evidence of an argument developing, or of a theory being explored?
· Is the draft easy to read with topic sentences that signpost the focus of each paragraph, and a clear overall framework?
· Is the writing technically accurate? e.g. spelling, punctuation etc.
· Is the investigation an appropriate length?

4. Ask learners to make a list of any linguistic knowledge they already have under the headings of ‘Self-representation’, ‘Gender’, ‘Culture’, and ‘Diversity’. Then ask them to list possible data which could be collected for an investigation in each case. Discuss the suggestions and encourage critical evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of the potential material, the possible difficulties in collecting it etc.
5. Divide the class into four and allocate each group one of the four topic areas. Ask each group to carry out some research into the topic in order to feedback to the class in the form of a 15-minute presentation. This task will aim to build on the previous one, encouraging learners to extend what they already know. It will help learners decide which topic area they are interested in investigating
6. Group learners according to the topic area they intend to investigate. Ask each group to draw up a list of linguistic theories which may have relevance to an investigation in the area.
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7. [bookmark: _Hlk206912181]Give learners a selection of short sample texts (spoken and written) relating to issues of self-representation, gender, culture and diversity. Ask them to analyse and evaluate the examples, identifying the register, text type and key linguistic features. Then ask them to decide what kind of investigation each example could be used to support. e.g.
· extract from Charlie Kirk’s Cambridge Union debate or President Donald Trump's inauguration speech, available on social media websites [Language and Culture: politics]
· extract from Ed Miliband’s interview with Russell Brand, available on social media websites [Language and Culture: politics]
· examples of advertisements from the 1950s [Language and Gender OR Language and Culture]
· extract from People Just Do Nothing, available on BBC iPlayer and social media websites [Language and Culture: comedy OR Language Diversity: regional and social variation]
· extract from Stewart Lee’s ‘Comedy Vehicle’ [Language and Culture: comedy]
· extracts from Tony White’s Foxy-T and Stephen Kelman’s Pigeon English
[Language Diversity:other Englishes]
· transcript of informal conversation between young people of different genders [Language and Gender OR Language Diversity: other Englishes]
· rap/grime/drill lyrics [Language Diversity: AAVE/MLE]
· rap lyrics [Language Diversity: AAVE]
· direct message chats/diary entries [self-representation]
· diary entries [self-representation]
· extracts from interview/discussion shows with a female presenter e.g. ‘Match of the Day’ (Kelly Cates, Gabby Logan, BBC1), ‘The One Show’ (Alex Jones, BBC1), ‘Loose Women’ (ITV) [Language and Gender OR Language and Culture] etc.extracts from interview shows with a female presenter e.g. ‘Desert Island Discs’ (Kirsty Young, BBC Radio 4), ‘The One Show’ (Alex Jones, BBC1), ‘Loose Women’ (ITV) [Language and Gender OR Language and Culture] etc.
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