
A level Sociology 
Education: Gender and educational achievement   

Mitsos and Brown discuss feminisation of education 
and girls having positive role models, with the rise of 
more female teachers (especially in primary schools). 
Coursework suits girls more than boys. Subjects such 
as English Literature suit girls more than boys.

Resources including textbooks are not as likely 
to include stereotypical content compared to the 
past, e.g. Janet and John books – girls therefore see 
opportunities to succeed in a more equal society. 

Government initiatives such as WISE (Women into 
Science, Engineering and Construction) and GIST 
(Girls into Science and Technology) have given girls 
the opportunities to follow the more traditional ‘male’ 
subjects, and as a result, more girls are following 
science, technology and mathematics. 

Subject choices note that traditional subjects for girls 
are arts and humanities. While traditional subjects 
for boys are science and technology. As a result, the 
ideas of femininity and masculinity create different 
expectations and stereotypes of what to study. 

Kelly’s study discovered that science is seen as 
a masculine subject with boys dominating the 
classroom. 

Abraham in his study, discovered that pupils created 
subcultures that rejected expectation of masculinity, 
femininity, and gendered subject choices. 

Parental and teachers’ expectations are 
encouraging girls to follow what is considered the 
more ‘normal’ choice for their gender, including 
hairdressing and beauty, English, modern languages 
and sociology, and therefore girls were pressured to 
conform to this social norm. 

 ■ Girls achieve better results in National 
Curriculum tests along with most GCSE results. 

 ■ Girls are more likely to pass their A levels and 
are more likely to go to university. 

 ■ However, men seem to be more successful 
in university compared to women, with a 
high percentage of males achieving first class 
degrees and PhDs.

 ■ Subjects chosen by girls seem to be those with 
more communication skills, whereas boys seem 
to choose subjects that are more technical. 

Sue Sharpe notes how girls’ expectations have changed 
in her longitudinal study ‘Just like a girl’. 

Acts of Parliament for Equal Opportunity, Equal 
Pay, Sex Discrimination demonstrate that values are/
have changed. The feminist movement has also seen 
developments in society like girls having more role 
models in the business world, in sport and more. Girls 
now recognise that they can be financially independent 
and do not need the support of a male individual. 

Socialisation shows that boys are more active so do 
more active subjects whereas girls are more passive, 
communicative and conform to do subjects that involve 
reading and language skills.

Underachievement of boys: boys are more likely to join 
anti-school subcultures (Paul Willis’ Learning to Labour) 
and do not take education seriously. Mac an Ghaill 
states that boys sometimes join subcultures as a way of 
demonstrating their masculinity as they are experiencing 
a crisis in masculinity with the decline of the ‘father 
figure’ and the ‘breadwinner’. 

Labelling – some teachers have lower expectations 
of boys, creating a self-fulfilling prophecy (even 
exclusion). 

Feminisation states that boys deem reading as ‘girly’ 
and ‘uncool’.

Some argue that boys overestimate their ability and do 
not work as hard.

Becky Francis discusses the gender gap – re: class and 
gender.

Inside school factors Outside school factors 

Gender differences  

Facts on gender and academic 
achievement

Also remember: 
• gender and class 

• gender and ethnicity. 

Don’t forget criticism – this is 
important for the exam! !


