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Tuesday
by Alison Carr

You will need to concentrate on the following: 

1. The historical period and the theatrical 
conventions of the period.

2. The style of the play.

3. Characters – interpretation, motivation, vocal 
aspects, movement and interaction, their use of 
the acting space, their use of props and set, their 
costume, make-up and hair and the relationship 
between the actors and the audience.

4. Staging – the effect of the production on 
different stages e.g. Thrust, Proscenium, Theatre 
in the Round and Traverse.

5. Design – the set and props, costumes, make-up 
and hair, lighting and sound. 

CLASS DISCUSSION TASKS

Before you start to study the drama, you need to 
remember some things that will help you with each 
task. 

1. Staging  
There are four main types of stage layouts: 
Proscenium, Thrust, Traverse and Theatre in the 
Round.

 • Make a sketch of each one. 

 • Add where the audience will be placed. 

 • Propose an idea of the kind of set that can be 
used on each stage. 

 • Remember that the floor, the stage and the 
roof are important.

 • The walls behind the audience can also be 
used.

2. Although it is usually the director who makes 
the decisions regarding staging, it is necessary 
to work with the designers.

 • Can you name each designer?

 • What is the role of each designer? 

 • Remember that the designers add to the 
atmosphere of the performance and enrich 
the audience’s experience.

 (More information and terminology regarding 
designers can be found in the appendix.)

3. You must remember that vocal skills, movement 
and interaction have to be discussed when 
discussing a performance.  Do you remember 
all the different elements which must be referred 
to when discussing each one?

4. You must understand the meaning of the term 
style. Can you explain what is the meaning 
of naturalistic style, symbolic style and 
minimalistic style?
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The background of the play

The play Tuesday was written specifically for young 
people and was performed as part of the Connections 
National Theatre Festival in 2020 and 2021 by youth 
theatre companies throughout the United Kingdom.

This is a lively and gripping play that also features 
sci-fi and fantasy elements. It begins on an ordinary 
Tuesday, but suddenly turns into the most unusual 
and remarkable day. Not only does a rip cause the 
sky to split open, it also sucks some of the pupils and 
teachers up to another universe. 

As a result of their disappearance, new people 
appear to replace them. Now, both factions need 
to make sense of it all – Us and Them – and try 
to devise a way of returning to how things were. 
This is the dilemma, the conflict and the challenge. 
“They” have to return to the correct universe, after 
experiencing a new and different one. 

Here are the words of the dramatist, Alison Carr:

“I wanted to write something that would excite, 
entertain and intrigue the young performers taking 
it on, and set theatrical challenges to explore and 
overcome.”

The original performance

In her preliminary notes, Alison Carr states her 
wishes regarding the staging of the play. 

1. In order to maintain the play’s tempo and pace, 
the dialogue should be fast and lively. 

2. There are times where the audience is addressed 
directly, i.e. breaking the fourth wall.

3. There is an opportunity to double up the 
characters.

4. The scenes should flow smoothly from one into 
the next.

5. There is an opportunity to have a large cast of 
young performers.

6. The dialogue can be adapted to the performer’s 
natural accents.

7. There is no set, and only two props are 
mentioned – an orange and a bag. 

The directions above suggest a simple and 
straightforward staging in order to concentrate 
solely on the plot. Looking at the NT Connections 
productions, the simplicity of the productions is very 
apparent – a few chairs and some pieces of simple 
equipment. However, a wide space is needed as the 
cast is numerous. 

Look at Headington School’s interpretation. The 
staging is simple, but effective: the floor is black 
with a screen reflecting simple images and three 
pieces of set – one rostrum in triangular form which 
symbolises a door and two black tables. There are 
portable chairs and desks which symbolise the 
school, but which are also used to create different 
levels.  The cast is large and fill the stage. 

Sound is used to create an atmosphere, especially at 
the beginning and the end of the play to convey the 
rip in the sky. The lighting is fairly simple, dimming 
at times to convey a more sinister atmosphere. 

One can say that the props are realistic, and the 
costumes are contemporary and typical of young 
people’s clothes today. Although the production is on 
an end-on stage in a studio with the audience on one 
side, it’s a minimalist production and this adheres to 
the playwright’s wishes.

Here is a recording of the performance:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QE3xpOcZ82o

1:

2:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QE3xpOcZ82o


3

GCSE Drama set text notes 

DISCUSSION TASKS

As a class, discuss your opinion of this 
interpretation. What is effective and successful 
and what would you, as designers, do differently? 
Examine each element listed below carefully.

 • the performances 

 • design – lighting, set, sound, costumes, hair 
and make-up 

 • production style and stage shape

 • the atmosphere. 

Your interpretation can either be similar or different 
to the original. 

TASKS

Look at the beginning of the play from “It happened 
on a Tuesday” up until “ALL: Gasped.”

1. As a designer, explain how you would stage this 
extract? In your answer, you should:

 • draw a picture of the stage and audience 
positioning 

 • explain the style 

 • provide ideas for a set and props. 

2. Explain how you would present the role of Alex 
to the audience in this extract. In your answer, 
refer to the following:

 • motivation 

 • voice

 • movement

 • interaction. 

3. The ensemble of actors is most important in 
this extract and acts as a Chorus. Explain how 
you, as a designer, would choose to stage this, 
concentrating on the interaction. You will have 
to decide on the shape of the stage, the set, and 
the stage equipment before answering. In your 
answer, refer to the following:

 • the actors’ positions on stage 

 • their movements.  

4. What are your ideas regarding the characters’ 
costumes in this extract? Refer to period, 
material, quality and colour. Would you choose 
to use a school uniform? Give your reasons for 
your choices. 

Discuss your ideas regarding the above with 
the rest of the class.

Structure 

This play has no specific divisions and so it doesn’t 
follow the traditional conventions of a play. There 
are no specific acts or scenes. Instead, the play flows 
and moves smoothly to develop the story. At times, 
short monologues interrupt the run of the dialogue 
between a number of characters, and of course, there 
are times when the audience is addressed directly. 
Therefore, the director will decide on the change 
of atmosphere and pace according to the content. 
The dialogue is colloquial and very natural in order 
to appeal to young people. Of course, this may be 
adapted according to area so that the audience relates 
to the characters. 

Although there is an opportunity to create a 
performance with a large cast, it’s also possible to 
reduce the numbers. This can be done by doubling 
up characters and having a smaller chorus. The main 
characters are Alex, Ash, Billy, Mack, Franky, Jay, 
Magpie, Sam and Cam. Although the playwright 
wrote the play for five girls and four boys, it’s 
possible to be flexible and change the characters’ 
gender as well as required. 

This play has a Brechtian feeling, or is influenced 
by epic theatre, as many similar devices are used. 
Staging Tuesday would be an interesting and creative 
task as many possibilities can be considered.

TASKS

Look at page 18, from Charlie – “That was weird” 
up until page 21, Alex - “An increase in anxiety and 
depression.” 

1. Draw a picture of the stage you would choose 
for this extract, showing where the audience is 
placed. Then, describe how you would stage the 

3:
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extract on your choice of stage, focusing on the 
following:

 • the style of the production 

 • your choice of lighting and sound

 • your choice of props.

State the reasons for your choice.

2. Draw a picture of the costume of Alex’s 
character in this extract. (Don’t forget to include 
period, material, colour and quality.) Then, 
explain how you would communicate Alex’s 
role in the extract to the audience. Refer to the 
following:

 • character motivation 

 • character’s voice

 • character’s movement

 • her positioning on stage

 • her relationship with the audience.  

The characters

Us – Alex, Ash, Billy, Mack and Franky 

Them – Jay, Magpie, Sam and Cam 

Ensemble – Ali, Remy, Charlie, Naz, Lou, Figure 1 
and Figure 2  

There is an opportunity for a large cast, but the main 
characters are the Us crew and the Them crew. 

At the beginning of the play, the ensemble creates 
the atmosphere of a school effectively. Then, after 
the rip, the cast is divided. On page 19, those 
belonging to the Us faction think that the sky has 
opened while the Them faction think that the earth 
has ripped. 

As they try to reason and understand, we get to know 
the individuals better. One can say that the characters 
appear in pairs and are similar, if not identical. Ash 
and Magpie are a great example of this.  

Ash and Magpie 

Both, to their great surprise, are incredibly similar. 
They are like twins, but Ash belongs to one world 
and Magpie is from another universe.  

DISCUSSION TASKS

Look at page 75 and discuss how both actors would 
interpret the roles of Ash and Magpie. Consider 
costume, hair and jewellery as well as their voices 
and movements. 

Both admire each other and try and create a good 
impression on each other. On page 25:   

Ash. “What kind of things do you steal?” 

Magpie. “Sweets. Crisps. Jewellery. Make-up. 
Anything… Everyone does it.” 

As the play develops, both seem to exchange roles. 
Ash steals from her friends this time. However, 
Magpie’s message is clear. See page 41:

“You don’t want to be like me, Ash….”

Magpie admits that her drive to steal has destroyed 
her relationship with her parents as they are 
disappointed in her, and by now, they don’t mind 
what she does – and this is what hurts – their 
indifference. Page 42: Magpie - “… They’ve given 
up… maybe next time I do something wrong, they’ll 
be bothered again.”

PERFORMING TASKS

Imagine you are portraying the character of Magpie. 
How would you use voice and movement in the 
monologue on page 42? You can perform the extract 
before an audience. 

As a result of these actions, conflict and hatred arises 
between both girls and also between the factions. 

Page 45 - “Why did you have to fall into our 
schoolyard? Why us?”  

4:
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Sam and Billy

Sam belongs to the Them faction, but she has died. 
However, she has now reappeared. She’s Billy’s 
sister who was killed by a driver who was texting 
whilst driving. Billy feels guilty and therefore uses 
the opportunity to tell her the things he didn’t say 
when she was alive. Billy is too careful and worries 
terribly about his sister. There are very sensitive and 
poignant extracts between these two characters. See 
page 33:

Billy: “I always wish I’d told you I love you more 
often. Every day.”

As the play develops, Sam has to return to the other 
world and it reminds Billy that he has to accept her 
death, despite it being so difficult. Sam must be 
returned to the care of “the Billy up there”. (Page 60)

DISCUSSION TASKS

What kind of costume would you choose for these 
two characters?

Alex and Jay

Alex is an intelligent and serious character who tries 
to solve the conflict. 

See Page 21: “The signs have been building up for a 
while.” 

She provides more sophisticated and scientific 
answers for the event. A friendship develops between 
her and Jay. She has read widely regarding theories 
about parallel universes. For her, it’s simple – both 
universes have collided and caused a split. She and 
Jay are trying to offer solutions and start with a 
register to check who’s present and who’s missing. 
Later on in the play, she again is the one who tries to 
reason and provide answers for Them when they try 
to return to their world. 

Jay is also intelligent and tries to reason the conflict. 
There is an obvious similarity between him and 
Alex, but he can also be jealous of her at times, as 
she’s the one providing all the answers. He warns 
those among Them who are doing their utmost to 
return to their universe and be drawn back up on 
page 40 that:

“You might get pulled up and land in a universe 
where the dinosaurs never got wiped out or which is 
entirely submerged in water.” 

DISCUSSION TASKS

Discuss which gestures both characters could use in 
order to demonstrate the similarity between them.

What kind of personal props could both use to 
demonstrate elements of their character? 

Cam and Mack

Again, both of these characters are from different 
universes. Mack is confident and seems playful e.g. 
on page 30: “I look great in photos”. She tells Cam 
that everyone would know her if she was a part of 
his universe. Superficially, she is strong and hard, 
but that’s not how she feels inside. Everything is a 
mask, and in fact, she is very diffident and insecure.

DISCUSSION TASKS

Look at pages 28–30.  How would the two actors 
playing the roles of Cam and Mack move and 
interact in this extract? 

Mack feels sorry for and demonstrates empathy 
towards Cam, possibly because they are similar. She 
also says on page 32: 

“No one’s sitting with me and I don’t know why”. 

Obviously, she also has enemies and when a 
group of them come to challenge her, she is lost 
without her two friends, Ali and Remi, who have 
disappeared.

On page 38, Naz, one of her enemies says:

“It’ll do her good to know what it’s like to be on the 
receiving end.”

Therefore, the similarity is obvious. Both have to 
suffer some kind of abuse. 

On page 39, Cam says: 

“It’s scary, isn’t it? Being one against a group, all 
with angry eyes and clenched fists.”
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Of course, Mack doesn’t admit she’s scared, but 
inside she’s insecure and lonely. Cam gains more 
confidence after he falls, although he can’t really 
explain why.

On page 39, Mack says “How come you’ll stand up 
to that lot, but up there you hide behind the Science 
block?”

Cam is obviously a nervous and diffident character. 
He has suffered from glandular fever. He’s nervous 
when he returns to school and chooses to eat 
his lunch behind the Science block. There, he is 
threatened and bullied by two pupils. 

Page 31:  

Cam: “Please, just leave me alone…”

Figure 1: “You’ve had this coming for ages.”

Figure 2: “You’re so stuck-up.”  

He therefore sees the event of falling into another 
world as an escape from the cruelty he has to face.

DISCUSSION TASKS

Look at pages 28–30. How would the two actors 
playing the roles of Cam and Mack move and 
interact in this extract? Consider the space, the 
movements, distance and proximity.

PERFORMING TASKS 

Choose two specific extracts of the play that feature 
Mack and Cam. Experiment with the characters’ 
voices and movements in these extracts. You can 
perform the extract before an audience.

Franky

Franky is an insecure and shy character. He isn’t 
sure where he belongs. Obviously, Billy doesn’t 
recognise him as a pupil from his school, nor Sam 
from her school either! This becomes clear on page 
35:

Billy: “…I don’t know who this is. Don’t you?”

As a result of the confusion, Franky decides to state 

he’s from the other universe in the hope that he’s 
able to mix better and make friends. However, when 
the sides split, he admits he’s been lying and that he 
is in fact Franky from here. Although the crew insist 
that they didn’t know anyone of that name, he says 
sadly on page 48:

 “Yes there is, just none of you notice me.”

We find out that Franky is a young carer to his dad 
and brother and is worried that the family will be 
split up if he doesn’t look after them. He admits 
he lied because he wanted to escape for a while 
and as no one recognised him, this was the perfect 
opportunity. The new Franky won’t have the same 
responsibilities, as he says on page 49:

 “…Just so I could have a rest.”

DISCUSSION TASKS

What are your ideas regarding a costume and 
personal props for Franky? Would you make him 
look different to the rest of the characters?

TASKS  

Look at page 41, from Magpie: “Where did you get 
all that?” up until page 43, Lou: “You lot, the Them. 
You can’t be trusted.”  

Ideas for short questions:

1. Briefly describe the relationship between 
Magpie and Ash in this extract.

2. Which two practise techniques could the 
director use to help the actors examine the 
relationship between both characters? State the 
reasons for your choice. 

3. Suggest suitable costumes, hair and make-up for 
both characters and explain your choices.

4. What is the motivation of both characters in this 
extract?

5. How would the character of Magpie say 
the following lines from page 41, giving an 
explanation for your vocal choices:

“You don’t want to be like me, Ash. You’re good. 
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People like you, respect you.”

6. As an actor, choose one movement, one 
gesture and one facial expression to convey the 
character of Ash in this extract.

7. Describe two suitable lighting effects you could 
use in this extract.

8. As a designer, list the props both actors would 
use in this extract. After you’ve completed this, 
describe the props (colour, quality and period) 
and explain how the actors would use them.

Ideas for question 4 in the examination 
paper

1. Describe how you would stage this extract for 
a performance of the play Tuesday? In your 
answer, refer to the following:

 • choice of stage

 • the style of the production

 • set and props.

State the reason for your choices.

2. As a designer, explain how you would use 
Theatre in the Round to stage this extract. You 
will also need to refer to the original production. 

Refer to the following:

 • the placement of the audience

 • the style of the production 

 • lighting and sound

 • set and props.

(You can adapt the shape of the stage and 
choose – Thrust, Proscenium or Traverse.)

3. Explain how an actor playing the part of Ash 
would use physical skills to communicate the 
character to the audience (you may change the 
character to Magpie). In your answer, refer to 
the following:

 • character motivation in this extract

 • movement and gesture 

 • posture 

 • facial expression. 

4. Explain how a character playing the part of 
Magpie would use vocal skills to communicate 
the character to the audience (you may change 
the character to Ash). In your answer, refer to 
the following:

 • character motivation in this extract

 • tone and tempo

 • pitch.

5. Describe how the actors would use the stage 
and interact in this extract. In your answer, refer 
to the following:

 • the shape of the stage and the space

 • character positioning in the space

 • characters’ gestures, their posture and their 
facial reactions.

The interesting thing about the characters is that 
they are similar, but not an identical reflection of 
one another. They are different versions which 
demonstrates their weaknesses and their qualities. 
This would be an important factor when producing 
the play on stage. You might be able to demonstrate 
the similarity by using the same gestures at times, 
the same facial expressions, gait and vocal elements. 
You could possibly have similarity in the costume 
or personal props to suggest that the characters are 
versions of each other. Discuss this in class.

Important – When studying the role of each 
character in the play, remember you need to consider 
the character’s age, background and social status. 
Also, when selecting a specific extract, concentrate 
on the character’s motive in that extract. Read the 
stage directions carefully to get more information.

PERFORMING TASKS

Choose a specific extract, possibly one which is very 
important in the play. 

1. With a partner or in a group, discuss what the 
characters’ relationship is with each other in this 
extract.

2. What is the characters’ motivation in the 
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extract?

3. How would they use the space, and remember, 
when answering this question, you must 
consider the shape of the stage. Discuss and 
experiment with the movements and the 
interaction in the extract.

4. Consider the proxemics, i.e. the distance and 
proximity between the characters in the extract.

5. Consider your character’s gestures, posture and 
gait. 

6. Consider your use of voice, tone, tempo and 
pitch.

7. Remember that your interpretation is unique, 
but you must fully consider the playwright’s 
intention.

As you practise the extract, you may improvise and 
also use many other techniques e.g. hotseating in 
order to try and get to know the character better. 
Consider the following questions:

 • Who am I?

 • Where am I?

 • When is it happening?

 • What do I want?

 • Why do I want it?

 • How will I get it?

 • What do I need to overcome? 

Perform the extract in front of the class to get their 
response. You may explain the reasons for your 
vocal choices, your movement and the interaction to 
them.

Themes 

Many themes and sub-themes become apparent 
in this play (you can make your own lists and 
discuss them in class). Bullying, mental health, 
responsibility, death, being a young carer, loneliness 
and self-image are obvious ones and are relevant to 
young people. This is why this is a very suitable play 
to perform with a school group or a youth theatre 
company. Also, it can be performed in a simple 

space, without much in the way of set and props. 

Some of the most obvious themes are friendship, 
family, grief, responsibility and identity.

Friendship  

There is an obvious friendship between a number 
of the characters – Us and Them. However, what’s 
interesting in the play is that the pairs of friends 
are very similar to each other in regards to their 
personality and interests. They are similar versions 
living in different universes.

Sometimes they get on well, but at times, they 
disagree and find fault with each other’s actions 
e.g. although Magpie admits that she steals, when 
Ash does the same thing, she’s angry. She doesn’t 
wish her friend the same life and she gives her clear 
advice. There is also a similar relationship between 
Alex and Jay; sometimes they see eye to eye, but at 
other times, one finds fault with the other.

The message is that although friends are close and 
loyal to each other, at times, they can disagree 
and dissent. Everyone can’t agree all the time and, 
sometimes, we need to listen more to each other and 
follow their advice. The characters in the play also 
learn from each other, for example how to be kinder 
(Mack) or braver (Cam). 

We see the themes of community and how to treat 
each other becoming apparent when both factions 
return to their usual worlds.

Page 58: “They were so kind. So worried. They really 
looked after us.”

Although people can sometimes make the wrong 
decisions, we can’t undo them. We have to live with 
them and sometimes learn from them.

DISCUSSION TASKS

Do you feel that having a good friend is important? 
Can you rely on your friend/friends? Do you 
sometimes disagree with them? Is this a good or a 
bad thing? Do you consider yourself a loyal friend?

Family and Responsibility 

The themes of family and responsibility is apparent 
in the story of Billy and Sam. Billy regrets not 

5:
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having shown his sister enough love and care before 
she died in a terrible accident. He is also grieving 
and misses her. Sam, on the other hand, says that 
she has a mother and another ‘Billy’ in her universe 
who look after her, and he doesn’t need to worry any 
longer. Sam may possibly want to lessen his concern 
by suggesting that she’s fine in the other universe. 
This is a very interesting theme, i.e. that grief is 
a painful process, but one has to go through it to 
accept that the person has departed. 

DISCUSSION TASKS

Have you lost someone who was close to you? How 
did you feel or how do you still feel? Do you regret 
that you didn’t tell the person something before he/
she died? 

Franky is a young carer looking after his family. This 
is a huge responsibility for him and it’s too much 
for him at times. He can’t attend school regularly 
and this affects his ability to make friends and to 
socialise. 

DISCUSSION TASKS

Are schools aware of some children’s personal 
responsibilities at home? Is there enough support for 
young carers in the community?

Identity 

This is a constant theme within the play. How 
important is identity? Are we content and happy 
with ourselves? Is it possible to mistake identity or 
experience a crisis of identity? 

Sometimes we question our identity and try to turn 
our back on it, trying to change and be like someone 
else. We must sometimes have a shocking experience 
before we realise who we are in reality. Franky 
chooses to change his identity in order to lighten his 
duties, but no one notices! Despite this, he chooses 
to turn back to his true identity in the end. Although 
he’s had a taste of a new freedom, he can’t forget his 
background, his family and his roots. 

For the rest of the characters, their backgrounds, 
environment, community and school are most 
important. Both factions live together and get along 
for a while, but in the end, they want to return to 

their usual worlds. Although they have learnt a 
lot about themselves during the time – how to be 
braver, kinder and more caring and loving – they 
want things to go back to how they were before the 
rip. Although they experienced a strange conflict 
between two universes, in the end they are content 
seeing the sky “Blue. Calm. Serene. Still” again.  

This is a theme which is often discussed in 
drama and literature and it could be an important 
conversation for you to have in class.   

Sub-themes 

One theme in the play, which is very timely, is that 
the visitors catch a very contagious illness. As a 
result, they have to be separated from each other – in 
isolation. This is a very common situation for each 
of us today following the Covid-19 pandemic – that 
those who are infected must stay away from others. 

See page 50:

“They coughed their dry coughs. Their skin got 
paler. Their eyes drooped.”

Both sides work together and discuss ideas in order 
to help each other and solve the problem. In the end, 
they form a chain of bodies and school equipment in 
order to return everyone safely through the rip.

TASKS

1. Work with a partner and make a list of times 
when friendships between the characters is very 
evident in the play. You can experiment with 
performing a specific extract, focusing on the 
characters’ voices and movements. You can 
also use different practise techniques to develop 
the characters e.g. hot seating, using levels to 
demonstrate power, improvisation, dividing 
the extract up into units to discuss character 
motivation, mime work and freeze-frames.

2. As a set designer, create a model of the 
set, concentrating on the theme of identity. 
Concentrate on colours, materials and levels. 

3. As a costume, make-up and hair designer, create 
ideas on how you would dress Billy and Sam 
or Magpie and Ash. Consider colour, material/
fabric, quality, period, style of hair, make-up 
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and jewellery. 

4. As a sound and lighting designer, select a 
specific extract where there is an obvious 
transition, i.e. the beginning and the end. You 
can discuss the type of sound or music which 
would be suitable to create an atmosphere in 
the extract and also the types of lighting: gels, 
lanterns, on-screen images, special effects, 
gobos, intensity and colour.

5. As a director, would you choose a realistic style, 
a symbolic style or a more minimalistic style 
when staging this play? State the reasons for 
your choice with references to a few scenes.

Contemporary productions    

The play was performed in 2020 in the NT 
Connections Festival. You can see the performance 
in its entirety on YouTube. 

Think of how you would produce the play and 
remember that your individual and original ideas 
are just as important. You can borrow some ideas as 
you discuss and study the planning elements, and 
then create your final version of each element of the 
production. Considering elements of physical theatre 
work might be interesting, as there is such a focus on 
ensemble work. 

Experiment with different kinds of stages e.g. Thrust, 
Proscenium, Theatre in the Round or Traverse.

Perform extracts in your school and ask for pupils’ 
feedback. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KXyH4BLrLAc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IaI7GFDS4Lc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QE3xpOcZ82o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yFOpFvcQtg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jw27vey_32w

Ideas for question 5 in the examination 
paper – 15 marks

1. With reference to a key extract of the play, 
how would a designer choose to use lighting 
and sound to communicate the mood to 

an audience? In your answer, refer to the 
following:

 • how lighting and sound were used in the 
original production

 • ideas on lighting

 • ideas on sound

 • mood.

2. With reference to a key extract in the play, 
explain how you would communicate the role of 
the any one of the characters to the audience. In 
your answer, refer to the following: 

 • character motivation

 • voice

 • movement

 • interaction. 

State the reason for your choices. 

3. With reference to a key extract of the play, 
explain how a designer would use the set to 
communicate mood to an audience. In your 
answer, refer to the following:

 • the original production

 • your ideas on the shape of the stage

 • production style

 • your ideas regarding a set.

State the reason for your choices.

4. With reference to a key extract of the play, 
explain how a designer would use costumes, 
hair and make-up to communicate mood to an 
audience. In your answer, refer to the following:

 • the original production

 • your ideas on costume style, their colours, 
their quality and the time period

 • your ideas on hair and make-up. 

State the reason for your choices.

5. With reference to a key extract of the play, 
explain how the actors would interact to 

6:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KXyH4BLrLAc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IaI7GFDS4Lc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QE3xpOcZ82o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yFOpFvcQtg
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communicate the relationship between them 
to the audience. In your answer, refer to the 
following:

 • the acting style

 • actors’ movements 

 • actors’ gestures and posture 

 • actors’ facial expressions.

State the reason for your choices.
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APPENDIX

Terminology
Vocal skills

Pitch 
Tone 
Tempo 
Pause 
Accent  
Voice level 
Clarity 
Emphasis 

Physical skills

Gesture  
Posture 
Facial expressions – eyes 
Movement – gait  
Stillness 

Interaction

Proxemics – distance and 
proximity  
Positioning on stage  
Physical response 

Costume, make-up and hair 
design  

Material  
Quality 
Colour 
Time period 
Hair style 
Wigs  
Make-up  
Jewellery 

Sound design 

Music 
Sound effects  
Live sounds  
Recorded sounds  
Volume  
Echo  
Microphones  
Sound sources  
Instruments  
Live band 

Lighting design 

Intensity 
Focus 
Angles 
Special effects 
Colour – gels 
Gobos  
Different lanterns 

Set design 

Shape of stage 
Flats  
Backcloth / back drop  
Cyclorama  
Colour  
Rostra  
Exits, entrances  
Levels – blocks  
Floor  
Curtains  
Ceiling  
Stage equipment  
Furniture e.g. table  
Stairs 

Personal props

Handheld  
Portable props, e.g. chair or box 
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