
GCSE Religious Studies Christianity Knowledge Organiser 
Christian practices – Special places

Link

Unit 1 Christianity – Jesus as God 
Incarnate (beliefs); Church (practices).

Past exam questions

• Describe what might happen on a 
Christian pilgrimage. [5] SAMs

• Explain the significance for 
Christians of their place of worship. 
[8] 2019

• “Where a person worships simply 
isn’t important.” [15] SAMs

 

Places of 
worship

Christians often meet to worship together in a specific place (e.g. in a church or chapel) because Jesus said 
that “when two or three come together in my name, I am there with them” (Matthew 18:20). Church buildings 
are designed so that Christians can focus their attention on worship. There is the altar, pulpit, and lectern 
at the front; the font near the door to welcome new members through baptism; stained glass windows to 
tell Bible stories; and statues of important figures. During worship, Christians might pray, sing, listen to 
Bible readings and the sermon (teaching), and have bread and wine. Christians celebrate festivals, perform 
baptisms, weddings, and funerals, and educate children and adults at their place of worship. Worshippers 
can feel closer to God and other members of their community at their church/chapel and can “encourage one 
another all the more” (Hebrews 10:25).

What is 
pilgrimage?

A pilgrimage is a journey to a place that has religious meaning. Christians might want to visit places that are 
linked with events in Jesus’ life and death in Israel (the Holy Land), or a place where they believe has healing 
powers e.g. St. Non’s Well in Wales. They might visit a place where the bones of a saint (a holy person) are 
buried e.g. St. David’s Cathedral in Wales or St. Peter’s Basilica (cathedral) in Rome. For many Christians, 
going on a pilgrimage helps them feel closer to God, Jesus or to a particular saint. Sometimes, Christians 
visit places such as Lourdes (France) in the hope of being physically healed. Many pilgrims find that going on 
a pilgrimage leads to spiritual growth.

Pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land

In the Holy Land (Israel and Palestine), Christians may visit Bethlehem (Jesus’ birthplace), Nazareth (where 
Jesus grew up) and Jerusalem (where he died). In Bethlehem, they visit the Church of the Nativity and may 
touch or kiss the star which is meant to indicate where Jesus was born. They pray, often with other pilgrims 
from across the world, and think about the incarnation (when God became human). In Nazareth, pilgrims visit 
the Church of the Annunciation, where they can take part in worship and reflect on Mary being told by the 
Angel Gabriel that she would give birth to God’s son. In Jerusalem, when visiting the Garden of Gethsemane 
where Jesus was betrayed and the Via Dolorosa, the route he would have walked with his cross to the place 
of crucifixion, pilgrims might focus on God’s plan for Jesus to suffer and die. Some pilgrims might carry a 
cross along this route. At the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, they see the possible place of Jesus’ tomb and 
reflect on his death and sacrifice, but also on his resurrection (atonement) and the promise of life after death 
for his followers. The Church of the Ascension represents Jesus being taken to heaven. Prayer is important at 
all these sites, with Christians being able to develop their faith and connect with other pilgrims.

Pilgrimage in 
Wales

The pilgrimage centre at St. David’s (Tŷ’r Pererin) allows pilgrims to pray and worship together while reflecting 
on their own journey through life. It offers hospitality and educational services so that Christians can deepen 
their faith as individuals and groups. Christians often walk between St. David’s Cathedral and St. Non’s 
Well, where they believe they might experience its healing properties. Sometimes, they place pebbles at 
the stone where it is believed St. David was born as way of thanking God for answering prayers. The statue 
of St. Non might be decorated with rosary beads and other offerings (e.g. flowers, candles, or money). On 
Bardsey Island, in North Wales, pilgrims can pray at the ruins of an old chapel but many visit to experience its 
seclusion and to strengthen their spirituality. Being on retreat can help them to re-connect with God and their 
religion.

Key concepts

Bible reason

baptism free will

vows judgement

Eucharist marriage symbols

revelation pilgrimage

confirmation heaven/hell


