
GCSE Religious Studies Christianity Knowledge Organiser 
Christian practices: Morality

Links

Christianity – Church (social and community 
functions of churches).

Issues of Life and Death – origin and value 
of human life, beliefs about death and the 
afterlife.

Issues of Good and Evil – crime and 
punishment, forgiveness.

Past exam question

• Describe Jesus’ teachings on treasure 
and wealth. [5] 2018

 

Divine 
command

Absolute morality is the idea that some moral rules always apply to all people, so “Do not kill” (Exodus 20:13) 
means that killing is never acceptable (e.g. war, abortion, euthanasia). Relative morality requires people to 
look at every situation and adapt the rules to fit, so killing might sometimes be acceptable (e.g. war, abortion, 
euthanasia). This can also be called situation ethics. Christians believe in divine command, something is 
morally right because God commanded it and is morally wrong if God has forbidden it.

Teachings of 
Jesus

Jesus taught his followers how they should treat other people. He told them to be like the Good Samaritan (who 
helped someone considered to be an enemy) and “do to others what you would have them do to you” (Matthew 
7:12). The reward for doing good is eternal life (being with God in heaven). Punishment for evil deeds or not 
doing good is being separated from God. In the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats, Jesus said that people 
would be judged on whether they had lived good lives, or if they had rejected God. Christians also believe 
they should give food, drink, and clothes to those who need them, and care for the sick and those in prison as 
“whatever you did for one of the least of these [people] … you did for me” (Matthew 25:40). 

Love (agapé)
Jesus said to “love one another” (John 13:34). Agapé is the word Christians use as it refers to compassion 
and to “love your neighbour as yourself” (Mark 12:31). Jesus even told his followers to “love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you” (Matthew 5:44). Christians believe that Jesus’ crucifixion was the ultimate 
example of agapé – sacrificial love.

Forgiveness

Jesus said a lot about forgiveness. God will forgive people if they are willing to forgive others: “Forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us” (Matthew 6:12). In the Parable of the Lost Son, God 
is like the father who forgives his son who returned home after wasting all his father’s money. Jesus told his 
disciples that they should carry on forgiving “not seven times, but seventy-seven times” (Matthew 18:22). He 
even asked God to forgive the people who were crucifying him, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing” (Luke 23:34). Christians believe that Jesus’ death was an atonement and that they would be 
forgiven by God for Adam and Eve’s original sin. For Christians, forgiveness is essential to rebuild relationships 
– with people and with God.

Treasures on 
earth and in 
heaven

Christians believe God will reward people who follow Jesus’ teachings and do good things. People who fail to 
do good will be punished. Jesus told the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus to show this. After death, the 
rich man who had never helped the poor -hungry Lazarus - went to hell, while Lazarus went to heaven to be with 
God. Jesus compared doing good works and being kind to saving for a future in heaven – “store up riches for 
yourself in heaven … for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6: 21). Jesus warned 
people not to be concerned with earthly treasures as they can be destroyed by moths and rust, or thieves could 
steal them. The message is that earthly possessions do not lead a person to God but helping others will be 
rewarded with spiritual wealth and being closer to God.

Key concepts

omnibenevolence incarnation

omnipotence resurrection

omniscience agapé

Holy Spirit atonement

Messiah divine command

Trinity inter-faith 
dialogue


