
Component 1

Key sociological concepts and processes of cultural transmission 

Key sociological concepts 
 
• Make sure you know and understand the sociological concepts in this section. These include 

culture, socialisation, values, norms, status, identity, sanctions and cultural identity. Make a note of 
concepts and their definitions in a notebook as you come across them.

• Questions on concepts usually ask you to define them and are worth two marks. For two marks, 
you need a simple definition plus an example/ one other point or a more detailed definition.

How we learn, how children are taught culture 
and what they need to live in society

This process is known as socialisation. Children learn 
through agents of socialisation such as family, peer 
group, education and media. 

There are three main ways they learn which are common 
to all the agents: instruction, sanctions and imitation 
and role models.

You must know how these work for each agent and other 
ways specific to some agents such as peer pressure and 
hidden curriculum.

Agents of socialisation and identities

As children develop, they will take on certain identities.  
This refers to how they see themselves in terms of 
gender, class, ethnicity and nationality.

• Gender identities: This refers to how they see 
themselves in terms of male and female and how 
they dress, act, toys they play with etc. Children 
acquire these through the agents of socialisation.                   
For example, teachers may have different 
expectations of boys and girls.

• Class identities: Agents of socialisation influence 
children’s class identities. Families pass on values to 
children and influence what they see as important. 
Middle-class parents may stress success at school and 
pass on knowledge of how to achieve this.

• Ethnic identities: Children learn how to act in terms 
of their ethnicity. Schools may treat different ethnic 
groups in different ways. For example, they may have 
separate religious assemblies for different ethnic 
group. 

• National identities: Families may encourage children 
to support their national teams at sport, promoting 
national identity.

Agents of socialisation 

There are usually questions about 
the agents of socialisation and how 
they work. Make sure you address 
the question.

If the question asks how agents 
work, you are required to describe 
the processes used to teach 
people, not what is taught. 

Make sure you use relevant 
sociological language.


