
2.2.2 What are some of the contemporary 
challenges facing UK towns and cities?

Sustainable communities are designed to benefit both the people 
and the environment. They meet the needs of existing and future 
residents, and contribute to a high quality of life. They are safe and 
inclusive, well planned, built and run, and offer equal opportunities 
and good services for all.

Egan’s wheel

Egan’s wheel is a model for sustainable communities. It outlines the 
main priorities when trying to develop a modern, well balanced and 
sustainable community. There are other characteristics, as well as 
housing, which need to be considered when designing sustainable 
communities. Egan’s wheel can be used as a success criteria for a 
sustainable community.

SUSTAINABLE
COMMUNITIES

Social and 
cultural

vibrant, harmonious 
and inclusive 
communities

Governance
Effective and 

inclusive 
participation, 

representation 
and leadership

Transport 
and connectivity

Good transport 
services and 

communication 
linking people to jobs, 
schools, health and 

other services

Services
A full range of 

appropriate, accessible, 
public, private, 
community and 

voluntary services

Environmental
Providing places for 
people to live in an 
environmentally - 

friendly way

Economy
A flourishing 

and diverse local 
economy

Housing and the 
built environment
A quality built and 
natural enviroment

There are many different examples of sustainable 
communities in the UK. These can be developed on brownfield 

sites or greenfield sites.

Greenfield sites
A greenfield site is an area of land that has never been built upon. Below 
are some advantages and disadvantages of building on a greenfield site:

Advantages Disadvantages

Land is cheaper in the green belt areas than in 
cities.

Rare wildlife and species destroyed.

More space for businesses to expand. In the future, they 
can expand rapidly rather than change location.

Conflict between locals/farmers who do not want protected land to 
become busy and part of the city.

More housing is needed outside urban areas to provide 
new jobs and facilities.

Villages lose their rural character as well as increasing 
pressure on rural services e.g., schools and health care services.

Good area for tourist destinations as they are
beautiful. This boosts business and the economy. 

Encourages commuting that increases traffic congestion in rural 
areas, emits greenhouse gases and causes more air pollution. It 
also causes rural settlements to become dormitory towns during 
the day which does not help rural services. 

Reduced costs to build on as there is no need to clear 
up any waste e.g., chemicals prior to building.

New housing in rural areas could be too expensive for local 
residents to afford. 

Advantages Disadvantages
Usually located in areas of low employment, as 
it is in an area where old industries have moved 
out and then people have lost their jobs. Also, the 
inner city has a dense population, so 
developing here will provide job opportunities and 
skills to locals.

Lots of clearance work as they are not suitable for 
human habitation e.g., chemical pollution. This is 
an expensive process. When old buildings become 
redundant for a while, a lot of refurbishment is 
needed.

Improving infrastructure around brownfield sites 
e.g., new roads, improving technology e.g., wi-
fi, and modernising the area. As a result, this will 
encourage other businesses to locate there; e.g., 
cafes and shops that provide more employment. 
This is known as a positive multiplier effect.

New houses in the inner city are usually sold to 
wealthier people. The locals can’t afford the new 
housing and as a consequence, the housing crisis 
gets worse; gentrification happens.

Building houses on recycled land as this stops 
urban sprawl the use of green belts for 
development. This will protect the countryside and 
wildlife and reduce conflict with the farmers and 
local residents.

Traffic congestion is usually a big problem in the 
CBD and inner city already. 

Provides housing close to jobs. Old factories can 
be converted to new houses. People will not need 
to commute which means less traffic congestion.

Brownfield sites are usually small and do not 
provide space for businesses to expand in the 
future.

A brownfield site is an area of land that has previously been built on. These are usually found in 
or near towns and cities, especially inner city areas. Many of these areas have suffered from problems 
such as crime, unemployment and deprivation. The government’s response to these problems was to 
redevelop and regenerate these areas. Below are some advantages and disadvantages of building on 
a brownfield site:

Redevelopment 
involves improving 

the physical 
environment 

by clearing old 
buildings and 

developing new 
businesses and 
housing on the 

brownfield sites. 

Regeneration 
involves the 

creation of jobs 
which raises the 

quality of life in the 
inner city areas 

and attracts people 
back to these 

areas. Examples 
include, Cardiff 

Bay and Liverpool 
Waterfront..

Brownfield 
sites


