
5.4.3 How can ecosystems be managed sustainably?

• Trees can be cut more selectively by only cutting from a certain species or age of tree.
• Forestry Reserves and National Parks can be created where forests can be protected from 

exploitation.
• Using wildlife corridors. This is where areas of land are linked by corridors and vegetation 

in order to allow animals to reach each other. This will allow them to reproduce and to 
seek food.

• Debt-for-nature-swaps, where wealthier countries pay a portion of the debt of poorer 
countries and, in return, request that an area of the rainforest be protected.

• Agroforestry, when trees and shrubs are grown alongside crops and livestock farming.
• Slash and burn farming, where natives of the Amazonian rainforest use a small area 

of forest which is cleared and the trees are used for fuel and building supplies. The 
vegetation will be burned and the ash will act as a natural fertiliser in the soil. After some 
years, the nutrients in the soil will have been used and the natives will move to a new plot 
of land, leaving the original land to recover.

How is the tropical rainforest managed sustainably?

                   

You will have studied another example. Create a list of bullet points like the one above in 
order to reduce the information to manageable points to learn.

Tip!

• Ecotourism - the promotion of tourism which encourages a small carbon footprint and 
benefits the local community and environment.

• Forestation which results in increasing the vegetation coverage within an area. This will 
slow overland flow and increase infiltration. Additionally, trees intercept rainfall which will 
result in less rainfall hitting the land directly. 

• Magic stones are used in areas with less rainfall. The stones are placed along contour 
lines in order to prevent the washing away of the top soil and promote infiltration. This will 
decrease overland flow and increase the productivity of the land.

Other ways of managing ecosystems

Vocabulary and important definitions

Contour lines: A line on a map which joins points of equal land height.

Overland flow: Flow of water over the land.

Vegetation: Trees and plants.

Nutrients: Mineral substances absorbed by roots of vegetation.

Productivity: Land is able to produce a greater yield.


