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Advance Information 
  

General information for students and teachers 
 

This advance information provides the focus of the content of the 

summer 2022 examination papers.  

It does not apply to any other examination series. 

It is intended to support revision.  

It may be used at any time from the date of release. 

It must not be taken into the examination.  

 

 
 
  



Subject information for students and teachers 
 
A guidance document on advance information has been produced by The Joint Council for 
Qualifications (JCQ) on behalf of all awarding organisations. It can be found here. 
 
This advance information covers Component 1 and Component 2. 
 
The following areas of content are suggested as key areas of focus for revision and final 
preparation, in relation to the Summer 2022 examinations. 
 
The aim should still be to cover all specification content in teaching and learning. 
 
Some questions may be answerable using more than one area of specified content, 
including ones not listed. 
 
Students will be expected to draw on knowledge, skills and understanding from across the 
specification when responding to synoptic questions. 
 
To maintain the validity of certain high tariff questions, there may be some content listed in 
this advance information that does not appear within the Summer 2022 examinations.  
 
Due to the nature of questions in Component 2, advance information identifies only whether 
the focus of some questions is social psychology and/or developmental psychology.  
 
 
Component 1  
 
The assessment will display a variety of questions about the assumptions, therapies, classic 
research, approaches, and contemporary debates, drawn from across all five approaches.  
 
The focus of assessment will be drawn from the following areas of content: 
 
From the Biological approach:  

• Assumptions: know and understand the assumptions of the biological approach 
(evolutionary influences; localisation of brain function; neurotransmitters); know and 
understand why a relationship is formed.  

• Classic Research: know, understand and make judgements on Raine, A., Buchsbaum, 
M. and LaCasse, L. (1997) Brain abnormalities in murderers indicated by positron 
emission tomography. Biological Psychiatry, 42(6), 495-508 (including methodology, 
procedures, findings and conclusions).  

• Contemporary Debate: explore both sides of ‘the ethics of neuroscience’ debate from a 
psychological perspective (including the ethical, social and economical implications and 
consideration of social and cultural diversity).  

 
From the Psychodynamic approach:  

• Assumptions: know and understand the assumptions of the psychodynamic approach 
(influence of childhood experiences; the unconscious mind; tripartite personality); know 
and understand why a relationship is formed.  

• Therapy: know and understand how the psychodynamic approach can be applied to 
therapy (dream analysis OR psychodrama); know and understand the main components 
of the therapy (dream analysis OR psychodrama); evaluate the therapy (dream analysis 
OR psychodrama), including its effectiveness and ethical considerations.  

• Contemporary Debate: explore both sides of ‘the mother as primary caregiver of an 
infant’ debate from a psychological perspective (including the ethical, social and 
economical implications and consideration of social and cultural diversity).  

 
  

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Advance-Information-for-General-Qualifications-2021-22.pdf


From the Behaviourist approach:  

• Therapy: know and understand how the behaviourist approach can be applied to therapy 
(aversion therapy OR systematic desensitisation); know and understand the main 
components of the therapy (aversion therapy OR systematic desensitisation); evaluate 
the therapy (aversion therapy OR systematic desensitisation), including its effectiveness 
and ethical considerations.  

• Approach: evaluate the behaviourist approach (including strengths, weaknesses and 
comparison with the four other approaches).  

• Classic Research: know, understand and make judgements on Watson, J.B. and 
Rayner, R. (1920) Conditioned emotional reactions. Journal of Experimental Psychology, 
3 (1), 1-14 (including methodology, procedures, findings and conclusions).  

 
From the Cognitive approach:  

• Approach: evaluate the Cognitive approach (including strengths, weaknesses and 
comparison with the four other approaches).  

• Classic Research: know, understand and make judgements on Loftus, E. and Palmer, 
J.C. (1974) Reconstruction of automobile destruction: an example of the interaction 
between language and memory. Journal of Verbal Learning and Verbal Behaviour, 13, 
586-589 (including methodology, procedures, findings and conclusions).   

• Contemporary Debate: explore both sides of the ‘reliability of eye-witness testimony’ 
debate from a psychological perspective (including the ethical, social and economical 
implications and consideration of social and cultural diversity).  

 
From the Positive approach:  

• Assumptions: know and understand the assumptions of the positive approach 
(acknowledgement of free will; authenticity of goodness and excellence; focus on ‘the 
good life’); know and understand why a relationship is formed.  

• Approach: evaluate the positive approach (including strengths, weaknesses and 
comparison with the four other approaches).  

 
 
Component 2 
 
A proportion of assessment will be drawn from the following area of content:   
 
Knowledge, understanding and evaluation of:   
 
Developmental Psychology   
Kohlberg, L. (1968). The child as a moral philosopher. Psychology Today, 2, 25-30.   
  
Information regarding the remainder of the content of the Component 2 examination is not 
included in this advance information.    
 
 
 

End of advance information 


