
Key terms

Tawhid ‘Oneness’ in reference to God; is the basic 
Muslim belief in the oneness of Allah.

Greater/lesser 
Jihad

The word jihad means ‘to strive’ and there are two 
forms of jihad:
◊	 Daily struggle and inner spiritual struggle to live 

as a Muslim
◊	 Physical struggle or ‘holy war’ in defence of 

Islam

Prophethood Term used of the messengers of Allah, 
beginning with Adam and ending with the 
Prophet Muhammad.

Mosque A ‘place of prostration’ for Muslims; it is a 
communal place of worship for a Muslim 
community.

Halal 
(permitted)

Any actions or things which are permitted 
within Islam, such as eating permitted foods.

Sharia (straight 
path)

A way of life; Muslims believe Allah has set out a 
clear path for how Muslims should live. Shariah 
Law is the set of moral and religious rules that put 
the principles set out by the Qur’an and Hadith into 
practice.

Haram 
(forbidden)

Any actions or things which are forbidden 
within Islam, such as eating forbidden foods.

Ummah Means ‘community’ and refers to the worldwide 
community of Muslims.  

Key beliefs

God as One Muslims believe in one God (monotheism). The Shahadah 
prayer states, ‘There is no God but Allah and Muhammad 
is the prophet of God.’  Allah is believed to be all present 
(immanent), existing apart from and not subject to the 
limitations of the material universe (transcendent), 
all powerful (omnipotent) and always kind and good 
(beneficent).  

Adalat in Shi’a 
Islam

All Muslims believe Allah is merciful, fair and just. Shi’a 
Muslims emphasise the Justice of God, or Adalat; the second of 
the	five	roots	of	Usul	ad-Din.	

Exam practice

Describe Muslim beliefs about God.  (5)

You will also study Christian beliefs about 
the nature of God. Create a venn diagram 
to show Muslim beliefs, Christian beliefs 
and those beliefs shared by Muslims and 
Christians.

Key quotes

‘God witnesses that there is no deity except 
Him and [so do] the angels and those 
of knowledge [that He is] maintaining 
[creation] in justice. There is no deity 
except Him, the Exalted in Might, the 
Wise.’         
Qur’an 3:18

‘Do they not realize that Allah, who 
created the heavens and the earth and did 
not tire in creating them, is able to give life 
to the dead? Yes ‘indeed’! He is certainly 
most capable of everything.’      
     Qur’an 46:33

Key connections

How do beliefs about the nature of God 
relate to other areas of your study?

Shahadah, Insha’ Allah, Risalah, Malaikah, 
Akhirah, Al-Qadr, Jihad, Salat, Revelation of 
the Qur’an and Tawalia 
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