
Key terms

Adam The first man and 
the first prophet.

Risalah Term used for the 
messengers of 
Allah.

Ibrahim Ibrahim (Abraham) 
is one of the most 
important prophets 
because he is 
regarded as a ‘hanif’ 
and father of Isaac 
and Ishma’il.

Hanif An inner knowledge 
of the belief in only 
one God.

Isa Isa (Jesus) is the 
last prophet 
before the Prophet 
Muhammad. 

Revelation Messages from 
Allah revealed to 
human beings.

Muhammad The Prophet 
Muhammad is 
regarded as the last 
and most important 
prophet. 

Qur’an Most important 
sacred text of Islam 
as revealed to 
Muhammad.

Key beliefs

Nature of 
Prophethood

Muslims believe the prophets (risalah) are sent by Allah. The prophets are 
guides for humanity and are part of God’s revelation. The Qur’an records the 
names of 25 prophets, but Muslims believe there have been 124,000 prophets 
in human history. The five most important prophets who preceded the Prophet 
Muhammad were Adam, Nuh (Noah), Ibrahim (Abraham), Musa (Moses) and Isa 
(Jesus).

Adam Adam, believed by Muslims to be the ancestor of the human race, was the first 
man created by Allah. He was also the first Muslim and the first prophet. 
Adam’s wife Hawa (Eve) is regarded as the ‘mother of mankind’. 

Ibrahim Ibrahim (Abraham) was a hanif; this means he had a special inner 
understanding and knowledge of only one God and embraced belief in 
monotheism, although he lived in a polytheistic age. He had two sons, 
Ishma’il and Isaac, who were the ancestors of Muhammad, Moses and Jesus.

Isa Isa (Jesus) is regarded only as a prophet by Muslims; Muslims do not believe 
he was the son of God. He is mentioned in the Qur’an, which highlights his 
importance and he is the last prophet before the Prophet Muhammad. 

Muhammad 
as seal of the 
Prophets

Muhammad is the greatest and last prophet; ‘seal of the prophets’ means the 
last prophet. Muhammad was visited by the Angel Jibril on the Night of Power 
and received the first revelation of the Qur’an. His actions and words are 
recorded in the Hadith and the Sunnah, which were written by his followers. 
Muslims use these sacred texts to help interpret the Qur’an and follow the 
lifestyle of the Prophet Muhammad. 

Exam practice

What do Muslims mean by 
‘prophethood’?    (2)

Explain why prophets are 
important in the religion of 
Islam.     (8)

Key quotes

Say, ‘O believers,’ “We believe in Allah and what has been revealed to us; and what was revealed to 
Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, and his descendants; and what was given to Moses, Jesus, and other 
prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them. And to Allah we all submit.”      
                Qur’an 2:136

‘And We did certainly give Moses the Scripture [i.e., the Torah] and followed up after him with 
messengers. And We gave Jesus, the son of Mary, clear proofs and supported him with the Pure Spirit 
[i.e., the angel Gabriel].’      
                Qur’an 2:87

Key connections

How do beliefs about prophethood relate 
to other areas of your study?

Shahadah, Angels, Foundations of Faith, 
Hajj, Id-ul-Adha, Id-ul-Fitr and Night of  
Power
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