
Key terms

Shahadah Most important Muslim 
statement of belief, ‘There 
is no God but Allah and 
Muhammad is the prophet of 
God’.

Salah The duty to pray five times each day.

Zakah The duty of an annual charity 
payment of 2.5% of wealth.

Makkah Muslims regard Makkah as the 
holiest city on earth. 

Sawm The duty to fast during the 
month of Ramadan each year.

Ummah Means ‘community’ and refers to the 
worldwide community of Muslims.

Hajj The duty of pilgrimage to 
Makkah for those Muslims 
able to make the journey to 
Makkah.

Mosque A ‘place of prostration’ for Muslims; 
it is a communal place of worship 
for a Muslim community.

Key beliefs

Shahadah Muslims believe in one God (monotheism). The Shahadah 
prayer states ‘There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is 
his prophet’. All Muslims are part of the worldwide community 
of Islam, the Ummah, because they share this fundamental 
belief.

Zakah Muslims practice the religious duty of charity by giving to 
the poor in the form of 2.5% of their wealth annually. Zakah 
money may be spent in a variety of practical ways to help 
people in need. Often, it is collected by donation in a special 
box in a mosque.

Sawm Muslims fast during Ramadan; it is a time to demonstrate  
self-discipline and spiritual awareness and to identify with 
the poor and those in need.

Hajj Meaning ‘to intend a journey’, Hajj is the annual pilgrimage to 
Mecca that all able-bodied Muslims must undertake at least 
once in their lifetime.

Salah The daily practice of prayer (five times each day) is a central 
aspect and practical pillar of the religion. 

Exam practice

What do Muslims mean by the Ummah?          (2)

Explain why the Five Pillars are important to Muslims.       (8)

Key quotes

‘So exalt [Allah] with praise of your Lord and be of those who prostrate [to 
Him]. And worship your Lord until there comes to you the certainty (death).’      
           Qur’an 15:98-99ex

’Recite, [O Muhammad], what has been revealed to you of the Book and 
establish prayer. Indeed, prayer prohibits immorality and wrongdoing, and 
the remembrance of Allah is greater. And Allah knows that which you do.’      
            Qur’an 29:45 

Key connections

How do beliefs about the Five Pillars of Sunni Islam relate to other areas of your study?

Shahadah, Nature of God, Prophethood, Greater Jihad, and Foundations of Faith  

FIVE PILLARS OF SUNNI ISLAM 
Pract ices  in  Bri tain  and elsewhere


