
Key terms

Angels Angels are God’s 
servants and his 
messengers.

Night of 
Power

The night when 
the Angel Jibril first 
appeared to Muhammad 
to reveal the Qur’an.

Jibril Jibril is the angel 
who revealed 
the Qur’an to 
Muhammad.

Insha’ 
Allah

‘If God allows it’

Mika’il Muslims believe 
Mika’il to be the 
giver of rain, 
providing food for 
the people.

Hafiz A person who has learnt 
the Qur’an off by heart 
in Arabic.

Israfil Muslims believe 
Israfil is the angel 
who will announce 
the Day of 
Resurrection.

Free will Humans have the free 
will to make choices 
about how they live.

Key beliefs

Angels Angels serve God and are God’s immortal messengers. They were the first 
creation of Allah and are made of light.   

Angels and free will Sunni Muslims believe angels have no free will and obey Allah because nothing 
may happen without the will of God ‘Insha’ Allah’.  Shi’a Muslims believe angels 
have a limited amount of free will; angels are still messengers of Allah.

Jibril Jibril (Gabriel) gives the first revelation of the Qur’an to Muhammad on the ‘Night 
of Power’, known as ‘Laylat-ul-Qadr’; in 610CE the Angel Jibril appeared to 
Muhammad when he was forty years old, in a cave near Makkah. The Angel Jibril is 
considered to be the most important angel in Islam.

Mika’il Mika’il (Michael) is only mentioned by name once in the Qur’an; the Angel Mika’il is 
in charge of the rain, which helps cultivate food for humanity. Muslims believe the 
Angel Mika’il is also the guardian of places of worship and Heaven (Janna).

Israfil Israfil (Raphael) is the angel who will announce the Day of Judgement by the 
blowing of a trumpet; this will proclaim the resurrection of the dead. 

Exam practice

Describe Muslim beliefs about angels.     (5)

Explain why belief in angels is important in Islam.   (8)

Key quotes

Say, ‘O Prophet,’ “Whoever is an enemy of Gabriel should know that he revealed this ‘Quran’ to your 
heart by Allah’s Will, confirming what came before it—a guide and good news for the believers.”      
                Qur’an 2:97-98

‘The Messenger has believed in what was revealed to him from his Lord, and [so have] the believers. 
All of them have believed in Allah and His angels and His books and His messengers, [saying], “We 
make no distinction between any of His messengers.” And they say, “We hear and we obey. [We seek] 
Your forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the [final] destination.” ’      
                Qur’an 2:285

Key connections

How do beliefs about angels relate to other areas of your study?

Qur’an, Nature of Allah, Prophethood, Akhirah, Jihad and festivals and 
commemorations
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