
Select from the designated list. This 
includes samples of whole poems or 
extracts 
between about 
14 and 20 lines 
long which 
cover a range of 
topics. 

�������

In the texts you have selected:

• consider the ways in which the verse form and structure (including rhyme, metre and 

punctuation) contribute to mood, atmosphere and meaning (e.g. contrast The Lamb 

with The Tyger or The Human Abstract with On Another’s Sorrow)

• look for patterns in language and imagery and the use of repetitions for 

effect (e.g. ‘Sweet dreams’/‘Sweet sleep’/‘Sweet smiles’ etc. in A Cradle Song or 

‘gold’/‘bright’/‘light’/‘rising day’ in A Little Girl Lost)

• examine the ways in which Blake makes use of different voices and personae (e.g. The 

Little Black Boy, Nurse’s Song or Introduction to Songs of Innocence) 

• consider the importance and effects of questions and rhetorical questions in poems 

such as On Another’s Sorrow or A Little Boy Lost

• examine the use of symbols, metaphors, analogies and allegory: explore definitions of 

these terms and see how they apply to your reading of poems such as The Garden of 

Love, A Little Girl Lost, A Poison Tree or The Clod and the Pebble 

• look for signs of an intention or purpose in the poems selected, e.g. to teach/

sermonise/reform. How does this become clear? Which of these ‘intentions’ are 

explicit and which might be implicit?

� �������

Take one of the samples you have selected and consider the different angles from 
which it might be approached. Under the heading ‘Analyse the ways in which Blake presents….in….’, write out the following 
list of suggestions. You can extend this as your reading becomes more detailed.

• Romantic love
• Joy
• Family relationships
• Social issues
• Injustice
• Outrage
• Faith and hope
• Complex/ambiguous ideas
• Childhood
• Victims
• Authority figures
• The natural world
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Choose two topics from your list of approaches and write the first 100 words of a response. Take careful note of the ways in 

which you shape your response differently, but relevantly (from the very start), in each case. If you have a study partner, ask 

for comments on your work. If you are working alone, leave your responses for 24 hours and then see what improvements you 

can make.
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Do
• start directly and relevantly

• look for patterns of language and imagery

• show your understanding and appreciation of Blake’s 

particular style and techniques

• show understanding of Blake’s nuanced attitudes

• make and support points succinctly

• use technical terminology for economy and to demonstrate 

understanding/appreciation

• take care with your expression, judge the impact of your own 

language and aim to be provisional rather than assertive, e.g. 

‘Blake seems…’ or ‘It is possible that Blake…’.

Don’t
• start at the first line and work through

• write descriptively or narratively

• write lengthy and redundant  introductions, e.g. ‘This 

poem was written in the eighteenth century by the 

mystic poet, William Blake… 

• make extended references to context

• try to take account of other readings

• use overlong quotations or copy out large portions 

of the text
• use technical terms descriptively. 
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