
KO4 Unit 2 Sociology: Section B

Option questions: Understanding Society
You may choose to answer questions from one of the following options: Education, Media or Religion. You will have focused on one of these in your classes.

Whichever option you chose, the questions follow the same structure.

Question 2/3/4 a (i) data interpretation questions: 10 marks
These questions will always ask you to summarise the content of a graph/chart/table.

Your answers to these questions will include two skills: 
AO1 – Knowledge and understanding 
AO2 – Applying and interpreting data

Tip: In this question, the skill AO2 refers to interpretation of data in the item, i.e. ‘using it’, while AO1 – ‘knowing it’ refers to your understanding of the data. 

Tip: To answer these questions you don’t need to have any knowledge about the topic or give reasons for patterns and trends.

Tip: In your answer aim to make an overall point and three further accurate points.

Tip: Aim to be precise, for example if the graph/chart/table contains numbers, refer to numbers in your answer. Use words like ‘fewer’, ‘more’ and ‘a similar number’. Avoid saying ‘even less’ or ‘a little 
more’, as these words are too vague.  

In questions that refer to percentages, use words like ‘higher’, ‘lower’, ‘similar percentages’.

Tip: ‘Practice makes perfect’ in preparing for these questions.

A guide:  
You will be asked to summarise the content, i.e. data of a graph/chart/table. 

• Aim to make clear points.
• Look for an overall point first and then look for two or three further points.
• Describe the pattern > quote the statistics > interpret the statistics. 
• Only compare two statistics at a time even if there are three or more columns.

Writing your answer
An example of what you could focus on using the guide:
Overall point: The majority of the both the UK born and non-UK born population identified themselves as Christian in 
2011, 61.1% of the UK born and 47.5% of the non-UK born. This is a 13.6 percentage point difference.

Three further points:
A higher percentage of the UK born population identified themselves as having no religion: 26.9%, compared to 13.8% 
of the non-UK born population. This is a 13.1 percentage point difference. 

A higher percentage of the non-UK born population identified themselves as Muslim: 19%, compared to the UK born 
population: 2.6%. This is a 16.4 percentage point difference.  

In both populations, a smaller percentage identified themselves as Jewish than any other religion, 0.4% of the UK born 
population and 0.7% of the non-UK born population.

Do:
• refer to the statistics in the item
• make an overall point.

Don’t: forget to check if the data is written as percentages or numbers.

Revision tip
As these questions don’t require any knowledge of the topic, you can practice past paper questions from the different options. Note if the data is a number or a percentage and then make one overall 
point and three others supported with evidence from the item. This is a good activity to practice with a class revision buddy.
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