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Section A: Compulsory Core - Socialisation and culture

Socialisation is a word that describes a process - the process of learning culture. 
There are two compulsory questions in this section.

Question 1a 

This is a knowledge and understanding question usually asking you to explain the 
meaning of a word or concept. You need to know the meaning of the key terms in 
the compulsory core.
Write a definition of the term that you’ve been asked to explain, followed by two 
more facts about the term and then offer some examples (drawn from the item and 
elsewhere) to show your knowledge and understanding.  AO1 =3 AO2 =2 

To get into the top mark bands your answer needs to match these descriptors:

1 a)  Knowledge & Understanding (AO1)       AO2 Application & Analysis (explanation)

3 Knowledge will be detailed with the 
meaning of the term clearly defined. 
There will be a definition of the term, two 
other facts and examples.

2 Detailed understanding is displayed 
through clear explanation and examples. 
Appropriate reference will be made to the 
item to show understanding.

 
Example

(a) With reference to the item and your own knowledge, explain the meaning of the 
term socialisation. [5] There are 3 AO1 marks and 2 AO2 marks.

Socialisation is a word used to describe the process of learning your culture (1 
knowledge point and a simple definition of the term). This process begins at birth 
and this stage is referred to as primary socialisation (2nd point). The process 
continues throughout life and involves agents of socialisation such as peer 
groups (3rd point).
Peer groups are made up of people who are usually around the same age 
and they can influence each other’s behaviour. For example, as the item 
states………….. Through the process of socialisation we learn how to behave in 
different situations; for example, what clothes to wear, how to speak to people in 
authority and so on.

Revision tip
• Make a pack of blank cards.
• Write as many key terms from the component as you can, using one card for each key term.
• Write definitions for each key term on the back of the cards. 
• Placing key terms facing up, see how many key terms you can define correctly in one minute. 

Each time you do this you should improve your score.

 
1b  
This is usually a socialisation/social control question…..write about the processes 
involved such as sanctions, role models, imitation, peer pressure. Depending on 
the wording of the question, you can talk about how behaviour is controlled by 
the various agents of socialisation and sometimes you could focus on gender 
socialisation as a working example of how people learn expectations of gender. 
Always focus on the specifics of the question but in all cases the key to success 
is to be able to outline and explain how socialisation happens, not what it is; in 
other words, you must focus on the process. In doing this you will refer to primary 
socialisation and secondary socialisation.

Primary socialisation
Primary - the first stage of the process that begins when any individual has contact 
with others. So, family is generally regarded as the most important agent of primary 
socialisation. You might be able to mention media in this stage but be careful 
because a baby begins the socialisation process at birth, therefore they learn most 
things from their parents/ carers and siblings; in other words, their family.
Secondary/life-long socialisation
This involves other agents of socialisation:
school/education, peer group, media, work, religion etc.

Answers to 1b questions about socialisation
Tip: begin with the agent that is in the item and make sure that you use the item to show 
understanding. So, here, we are assuming that the agent mentioned in the item is the 
family and the question is asking how agents of socialisation control behaviour.
Agents of socialisation pass on important messages about culture to help 
individuals fit in to their society and learn how to behave. So, part of the process 
of socialisation is controlling behaviour. One agent of socialisation that controls 
behaviour is the family. The family uses a number of techniques to do this such as 
sanctions. Sanctions are reactions to behaviour, and they can be either positive or 
negative. For example, if a child throws his/her food on the floor a parent might 
put them on the naughty step because it is not acceptable behaviour. This is a 
negative sanction, a sort of punishment which is meant to stop the child repeating 
the behaviour. In this way, behaviour is controlled.
Similarly, positive sanctions can control behaviour. For example, if a child shares 
their toys the parent might praise them saying ‘well done’, ‘that’s good’, or even 
by giving them a treat for this good behaviour. The intention is that the child will 
repeat this desirable behaviour.
Another agent of socialisation that controls behaviour is education/peer group/
media/work. You can refer to whichever agents are most useful for the question.
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Tip: it is fine to refer to sanctions again here, but the 
examples must be different. However, you need to make 
sure that you have included more than one process in 
the final answer. So, having talked a lot about sanctions 
in the family, it might be a good idea to talk about 
role models and imitation in the second agent. It is 
probably easier to talk about role models and imitation 
in the family than it is sanctions in education, so think 
carefully about how to approach your answer before 
beginning.

1b) To get into the top mark bands this is what your 
answer should match:

Knowledge & Understanding (AO1)

4-5 A number of detailed, accurate and relevant points are 
made for both agents. Use of key concepts and processes 
throughout two agents identified. 

Application & Analysis [explanation] (AO2)

4-5 Detailed and accurate explanations and examples 
offered. Material from the item is used to illustrate and 
show understanding. The answer focuses on how, 
not what. The focus links clearly to the terms in the 
question.

 
Revision tip

Try making mind maps for every agent; family, 
education, peer group, media, work and religion. Look at 
all of the socialisation processes for each agent and give 
examples.

Family

Media

Religion

Education

Peer 
Group

Work

• Sanctions - positive e.g. negative - e.g.
• Role models and imitation, e.g.
• Gender socialisation - Oakley e.g.
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