
Unit 1 - revision sheet 2 

Section B: Families and 
Households/ Youth Culture 

2a/3a

This section focuses on 
demographic/ social change and 
asks for explanations supported 
by evidence, for a specific 
change. 

Do: 
• offer two reasons/explanations
• explain why you have offered this 

reason/explanation
• support each reason/explanation 

with at least one piece of evidence.

Don’t: 
• offer unsupported reasons/

explanations
• offer anecdotal (not evidence 

based) examples
• lose the focus of the question.

Suggested writing framework 
for 2a/3a:

One reason why……………………
could be
For example, X claims that……. 
therefore, it would reasonable 
to suggest that ……could be a 
reason why…….
Similarly, Y in their research 
found that……so,
Furthermore, another reason 
could be…….
By this I mean……….
For example, Y argues that….
Therefore….

Studies (evidence) that could be used to support reasons/explanations in 2a /3a questions:
Pattern/
change Can be used to explain reason Pattern/

change Can be used to explain reason

Decline in 
fertility

Family Policy Studies Institute: 1 in 5 women will choose to remain childless. 
In 2000, 1 in 5 women aged 40 had not had children - this was 1 in 10 in 1980 
(lifestyle choices).
Changing role of women.
Wilkinson: genderquake, women no longer prioritise marriage and children, 
especially female graduates.
Decline in marriage - British social attitudes survey said most people see 
having children as better inside marriage so….
Sharpe: women are prioritising education and career.

The 
relationship 
between youth 
cultures and 
social class

Marxist ideas about resistance: Hall 
& Jefferson; a form of rebellion and 
rejection of capitalist society. Teddy 
Boys.
Brake; magical solutions.
Hebdige; resistance but also style. 
Rastafarinas, black British.
Clarke et al
Hodkinson; Goth and resistance.

Decline in 
marriage

ONS stats show cohabiting couples as the fastest growing family type.
Smart and Stevens: females said many partners were not marriage worthy.
Sharpe: women are prioritising education and career.
Wilkinson: genderquake, women no longer prioritise marriage and children, 
especially female graduates.

Relationship 
between youth 
and crime and 
deviance

Gangs; Clarke et al suggest that youth 
cultures often try to win autonomy or 
control in an area, and this sometimes 
involves crime or deviance.
Sewell; absence of positive role models.

Increase in 
divorce

Divorce laws: 1969, 1984.
Wilkinson: genderquake, women no longer prioritise marriage and children, 
especially female graduates.
They are economically independent.
Campbell: marriage benefits men more than women…more divorce petitions 
filed by women than by men.
Thornes and Collard: if husbands fail to live up to expectations women will 
divorce them.
Duncombe and Marsden: women’s triple shift…burdens caused by the 
combination of paid employment and traditional gender roles.
Secularisation: less stigma attached to divorce…
Beck and Beck-Gersheim: norms and values have changed (p19).

Relationship 
between youth 
cultures and 
gender

Sewell; traditional hegemonic 
masculinity, lad culture.
Mc Robbie and Garber; invisible girls and 
bedroom culture and the structurally 
different position of girls made it more 
difficult for them to have freedom.
Lincoln found the same in 1990s, but 
with girls having more freedom.
Reddington; involvement of girls in Punk 
culture.
Thornton; club culture which involved a 
range of age groups, gender, class and 
ethnic groups.
Wilkinson; genderquake.

  
To get into the top bands, your answer must match these descriptors:

AO1
5-6

Knowledge will be accurate, detailed and wide ranging. At least two reasons/explanations will be offered and these will be detailed and 
relevant. Appropriate sociological terminology and supporting evidence will be used to show detailed knowledge and understanding. 

AO2
4

Detailed explanations of the reasons will be offered and focussed. The reasons/explanations will be supported by evidence.

 
 Tip: evidence that you learn for these questions can also be used in essays, to support or criticise theoretical ideas.
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