
KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER: Radicalism and protest 1810-1848 (Unit 1) 
Key Question 7: What were the results of the industrial and rural protests after 1830?

Timeline of events

The many disturbances at the beginning of the 19th century caused 
governments much concern. The government response in each case was to 
send in troops and arrest troublemakers. In the short term very little was 
gained by those demonstrating against injustice – though the Merthyr Rising 
did bring about the end of the truck system and the Rebecca Riots did lead to 
reform of the toll gates. However, in the long term the effects were far more 
profound. In  spite of setbacks the Welsh working class learned the value of 
combined action. They continued to campaign for political and social reform 
and, by the end of the 19th century, had won many concessions.

Important concept

Key words

“I am going to suffer unjustly. God, who knows all things, knows 
it is so.” The last words of Dic Penderyn, reported in The 
Cambrian newspaper, August 20th 1831.

martyr

outdoor relief

the Poor Law 
Amendment Act

Commission of 
Enquiry

a person who gives his life for a cause 

the system of poor relief before 1834 in which poor families 
were given food or money, but allowed to stay in their own 
homes

the act of parliament which ended outdoor relief and 
introduced the workhouse system in its place

a group set up by government to investigate an issue and 
produce a report on its findings

1830 – the Swing Riots erupted across the south and east of England

1830/1 – the trials of Swing Rioters

1831 – May/June: the Merthyr Rising

1831 – August: the execution of Dic Penderyn

1831 – the Truck Act ended the payment of workers in tokens

1834 – the Poor Law Amendment Act created the workhouse system

1839 – the start of the Rebecca Riots

1844 – the Commission of Enquiry into the Rebecca Riots produced its report 

1844 – the Turnpike Act came into law
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The results of the Merthyr Rising

The Merthyr Rising was one of the most significant examples of working class 
unrest in the 19th century.  

In the short term the rising could be said to be a failure: 
• The ironmasters refused to employ anyone who joined a trade union and 

working and living conditions remained hard.  
• The Reform Act was a disappointment. Working men did not get the 

vote.  
• The authorities decided to make an example of the leaders. Richard Lewis 

– Dic Penderyn – was sentenced to death for wounding a soldier and 
others were transported. 

• However, there was one important gain. In 1831 the government passed 
the Truck Act, which ended the Truck System.

In the long term…
• The Merthyr Rising saw the birth of the Welsh working class. Workers 

realised that by combining they had more power. 
• Dic Penderyn became a martyr and inspired generations of workers.

Reasons for the failure of the Chartist movement

Though the Chartist movement was the largest political movement of the time, 
it achieved very little in the short term. This was due to several factors:

• Disagreements between its leaders and the split between ‘moral’ and  
‘physical  force’  Chartism weakened  the  movement.

• The use of violence by the ‘physical force’ Chartists deterred the middle 
class from supporting the movement. Events such as the Newport Rising 
damaged the reputation of the movement.

• It lacked the funds to undertake an effective nationwide campaign. 
• The Chartists demands were too radical. The governments of the time 

were never likely to agree to the demands of the Charter.
• Government used the power of the state against the Chartists i.e. the 

army, the police and the courts.

In the long term, however, Chartism had more success. Governments were  
forced to respond to the demands of the people and most of the points of 
the People’s Charter were met, (apart from annual parliaments). 

The impact of rural protest – the Swing Riots

Initially the authorities paid little attention to the Swing Riots. However, in 
autumn 1830 attacks on property increased, and landowners, many of whom 
were MPs, became more worried. The government responded with harsh 
punishments. 1,976  people were tried, the largest number for any protest 
at the time. Of these, over 480 were transported to Australia, over 600 were 
imprisoned and 19 hanged.

The Swing Riots highlighted the problems of rural poverty and a Royal 
Commission was set up to look into how to improve the Poor Law. The 
result was the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834. This replaced “outdoor 
relief” (in cash or food) with workhouses, to which the poor had to go if 
they wanted help. Life in the workhouse was made deliberately harsh to 
discourage people from asking for help. They became a hated symbol of 
government repression and did nothing to tackle the problem of rural 
poverty.

The impact of rural protest – the Rebecca Riots

The Rebecca Riots did bring about some immediate change. A Commission 
of Enquiry was set up under Thomas Frankland Lewis. Despite being a 
landowner, Frankland Lewis produced an unbiased report, highlighting 
the main causes of the riots - the price of tolls, the payment of tithes, the 
workhouse system, ignorance of the Welsh language and poor harvests.  

As a result the government passed the Turnpike Act 1844, which reduced 
tolls (particularly on lime), cut the number of gates, and created Road 
Boards to supervise turnpike trusts. Frankland Lewis even praised the 
rioters, saying that they had taken the only course open to them.

However, the problem of rural poverty remained, as did workhouses, 
payment of tithes, increasing mechanization and land hunger. The period 
1810-1848 had brought considerable upheaval, accompanied by widespread  
protest, but the huge inequalities in society remained.


