
WJEC GCE History – Knowledge Organiser
Unit 3 – the breadth studies: 3.4 Royalty, revolution and restoration in Wales and England c.1603-1715

Unit 3 covers two themes on an extended period of at least 100 years, each with a focus on change, continuity, similarity and difference. You will show understanding of the main developments and 
turning points. The emphasis is on developing and interpreting a broad overview of the period studied. The examination tests this by asking two different types of question.

In Section A, in which you choose one of two questions, you are required to answer a question covering a shorter timeframe, usually about 15–40 years.

Section A – Specific events in a narrower timeframe: The quest for political stability, c.1603-1715

2019 Question 1:  ‘The Petition of Right of 1628 was the most significant development in politics and government during the period from 1625 to 1660.’ Discuss.

The command term is ‘Discuss’. So, in the context of this question, you will focus on the main idea in the question – Petition of Right in politics and government - 
and make an argument that considers it in relation to other relevant factors, i.e. other developments in the context of the period from 1625 to 1660. 

Your aim is to make a consistent and balanced judgement that is supported by factual evidence.

• The petition was a significant political and constitutional document that tried to clarify the relationship between parliament and the crown. 

• Limits were set on royal prerogative especially over taxation and other financial affairs. 

• Limits were set on the crown’s judicial powers; for example, the use of Star Chamber. 

• The petition led to the Personal Rule and ruined the relationship between parliament and the crown.

The named issue: the significance of the Petition of Right in politics and government

The command term:

Questions can broadly be 
broken down into four parts:

1. The command term

2. The named issue

3. Areas of debate (leading to a 
judgement)

4. The required timeframe

Consideration of all of these is 
essential to a well-argued and 
historically justified answer.
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• Financial problems and an exploitation of prerogative rights. 

• The assertiveness of MPs and the demand for rights and privileges. 

• Political relations with Ireland and Scotland. 

• The promotion of royal favourites. 

• Divine right and the Personal Rule. 

• The Grand Remonstrance and the impact and influence of Civil War. 

• Republican rule—the Instrument of Government, Barebones, and the Lord Protectorate.

1625         Accession of Charles I

1628        Petition of Right

1629         Parliament dissolved for a third time. Beginning of the Personal Rule

1634-38   Levying of Ship Money

1639         Bishops’ Wars with Scotland

1641         Irish rebellion

1642-47   Civil War

1649         Trial and execution of Charles I. Beginning of Interregnum and Republican Rule

1649-53   Government by Council of State and the Rump Parliament

1653         Rump dismissed and replaced with Nominated Assembly. Instrument of Government and Cromwell installed as Lord Protector

1655         Rule of the Major Generals

1658         Death of Cromwell  

1660         Restoration of the monarchy

The required timeframe 

Questions can broadly be 
broken down into four parts:

1. The command term

2. The named issue

3. Areas of debate (leading to a 
judgement)

4. The required timeframe

Consideration of all of these is 
essential to a well-argued and 
historically justified answer.

Areas of debate: other developments
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In Section B, there is one compulsory question. It covers the duration of the timeframe or a period of at least 100 years. You will need to draw on material from across the 
timeframe.

Section B – Developments across a prolonged timeframe: Changing attitudes and ideas: radicalism, dissent and intellectual issues, c.1603-1715

2019 Question 3: To what extent was Puritanism the most important development in radicalism and dissent in the period from 1603 to 1715? (amended)

The command term is ‘To what extent’. So, in the context of this question, you will focus on the main idea in the question – the development of Puritanism in 
radicalism and dissent - and make an argument that considers it in relation to other relevant factors, i.e. other developments in the context of the period  from 
1603-1715. 

Your aim is to make a consistent and balanced judgement that is supported by factual evidence.

• The Millenary Petition and the Hampton Court Conference. 

• Puritan preaching and pamphlets. 

• Puritan experiments in religious expression and in social behaviour. 

• Puritan political power in Parliament and in the army during the Civil War.

The named issue: the importance of the development of Puritanism in radicalism and dissent

The command term:

Questions can broadly be 
broken down into four parts:

1. The command term

2. The named issue

3. Areas of debate (leading to a 
judgement)

4. The required timeframe

Consideration of all of these is 
essential to a well-argued and 
historically justified answer.
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• The rise and spread of radical, political and religious ideas. 

• The rise of radical groups, such as the Diggers, Fifth Monarchists, and Levellers. 

• The influence of science and the scientific revolution, which led to intellectual inquiry and a more challenging environment. 

• Strong charismatic leadership; for example, John Lilburne and others. 

• Developments in print/publication and the spread of radical ideas. 

• The close association between radicalism and dissenters and the republican movement.

1604      Millenary Petition and the Hampton Court Conference

1633      William Laud appointed archbishop of Canterbury 

1634      William Prynne, Puritan opponent of Laudianism, mutilated and imprisoned

1642      Clerical Disabilities Act passed by Parliament

1647      Levellers publish Agreement of the People. Putney Debates take place

1649      Gerard Winstanley establishes the True Levellers later known as the Diggers

1650      Act for the Propagation of the Gospel in Wales

1660      Anglican Church re-established following the Restoration of the monarchy

1662      Quaker Act passed

1672      The second Declaration of Indulgence passed

1673      The Test Act passed

1685      Accession of Catholic King James II

1689      Bill of Rights issued

1701      Act of Settlement passed

1714      Schism Act passed

Think like an historian

To reach a valid – and supported – conclusion, you must consider 
a range of evidence and a range of viewpoints, weigh them up 

and make a judgement on their worth.

Key words
Analyse  Concepts and perspectives  Key issues and content 

 Debate  Continuity and change  Similarity and difference  
Evidence  Judgement

Questions can broadly be 
broken down into four parts:

1. The command term

2. The named issue

3. Areas of debate (leading to a 
judgement)

4. The required timeframe

Consideration of all of these is 
essential to a well-argued and 
historically justified answer.

The required timeframe 

Areas of debate: other developments 


