
WJEC GCE History – Knowledge Organiser
Unit 3 – the breadth studies: 3.1 Wales: Resistance, conquest and rebellion c.1240–1415

Unit 3 covers two themes on an extended period of at least 100 years, each with a focus on change, continuity, similarity and difference. You will show understanding of the main developments and 
turning points. The emphasis is on developing and interpreting a broad overview of the period studied. The examination tests this by asking two different types of question.

In Section A, in which you choose one of two questions, you are required to answer a question covering a shorter timeframe, usually about 15–40 years.

Section A – Specific events in a narrower timeframe: Society, culture and the economy c.1240-1415

2019 Question 1:  To what extent was social change the most significant development in Wales in the period from 1240 to 1284?  

The command term is ‘To what extent’. So, in the context of this question, you will focus on the main idea in the question – social change - and make an argument 
that considers it in relation to other relevant factors, i.e. other significant developments in the context of the period from 1240 to 1284. 

Your aim is to make a consistent and balanced judgement that is supported by factual evidence.

• Changes in law and the social status of Welsh landowners. 

• The increasing migration of people from country to towns. 

• Changes in social class; for example, the end of princely families and the transition to gentry status.

• The influx of English settlers.

The named issue: why social change was a significant development in Wales

The command term:

Questions can broadly be 
broken down into four parts:

1. The command term

2. The named issue

3. Areas of debate (leading to a 
judgement)

4. The required timeframe

Consideration of all of these is 
essential to a well-argued and 
historically justified answer.
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• The militarisation and plantation of Wales, noting for example the establishment of castles and English-only towns. 

• Economic change, as seen via the development of towns and growth of tradesmen.

• The increasing power and wealth of towns as economic centres of trade and industry. 

• Political and administrative changes, such as the development of Crown lands and Marcher lordships with new offices and powers. 

• English land law, which enabled enterprising Welshmen to purchase estates.

• Cultural change; for example, princely bards seeking patronage from gentry patrons.

1240  Death of Llywelyn the Great

1258  Llywelyn ap Gruffudd styles himself Prince of Wales 

1258-67 Welsh poets praise Llywelyn

1267  Treaty of Montgomery – English king Henry III recognises Llywelyn as Prince of Wales

1277  Treaty of Aberconwy

1276-7 First War of Independence

1282-3 Second War of Independence – Edward I begins castle and town building programme

c.1283 Gruffudd ab yr Ynad Coch composes an elegy for Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, Prince of Wales

1284  Statute of Rhuddlan introduced English law and customs into the Principality of Wales

The required timeframe 

Questions can broadly be 
broken down into four parts:

1. The command term

2. The named issue

3. Areas of debate (leading to a 
judgement)

4. The required timeframe

Consideration of all of these is 
essential to a well-argued and 
historically justified answer.

Areas of debate: other developments in Wales
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In Section B, there is one compulsory question. It covers the duration of the timeframe or a period of at least 100 years. You will need to draw on material from across the 
timeframe.

Section B – Developments across a prolonged timeframe: Governance and rebellion c.1240-1415

2019 Question 3:  ‘Dafydd ap Gruffudd’s rebellion of 1282 posed the most serious threat to English power in Wales during the period from 1240 to 1415.’ Discuss. 

The command term is ‘Discuss’. So, in the context of this question, you will focus on the main idea in the question – Dafydd ap Gruffudd’s rebellion - and make an 
argument that considers it in relation to other relevant factors, i.e. other threats to English power in the context of the period from 1240 to 1415. 

Your aim is to make a consistent and balanced judgement that is supported by factual evidence.

• Dafydd ap Gruffudd’s rebellion took the English by surprise. 

• As a former ally of the English, his rebellion was regarded as a serious breach of trust. 

• Dafydd’s rebellion set a bad example, which might be followed by others. 

• The rebellion encouraged his brother, Llywelyn, to resume the war against English power in Wales.

The named issue: why Dafydd ap Gruffudd’s rebellion was so threatening

The command term:

Questions can broadly be 
broken down into four parts:

1. The command term

2. The named issue

3. Areas of debate (leading to a 
judgement)

4. The required timeframe

Consideration of all of these is 
essential to a well-argued and 
historically justified answer.
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• Llywelyn Bren’s rebellion (1316) was widespread (from Caerphilly to Dinefwr), and the rebels laid siege to castles. 

• The rebellion of Madog ap Llywelyn was a serious threat to Edward I, coming so soon after the conquest of 1283 - English power was not yet firmly established. 

• Owain Lawgoch had the potential to involve the French in any Welsh rebellion by bringing it within the orbit of the Hundred Years’ War. 

• The national rebellion of Owain Glyndwr posed a very serious threat, especially as it involved foreign powers. 

• The bards offered their support, which proved to be useful propaganda.

1276-7 First War of Independence

1282-3 Second War of Independence

1287  Rebellion of Rhys ap Maredudd

1294-5 Rebellion of Madog ap Llywelyn

1316-7 Llywelyn Bren’s rebellion

1337  Beginning of Hundred Years War between England and France

1372-8 French backed plots conceived by Owain Lawgoch for the invasion of Wales

1400  Outbreak of the rebellion of Owain Glyndwr       

1404  Capture of Aberystwyth and Harlech castles and meeting of first Welsh Parliament

1405  French army lands in Pembrokeshire to support Glyndwr

1415  Glyndwr’s rebellion ends

Think like an historian

To reach a valid – and supported – conclusion, you must consider 
a range of evidence and a range of viewpoints, weigh them up 

and make a judgement on their worth.

Key words
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Questions can broadly be 
broken down into four parts:

1. The command term

2. The named issue

3. Areas of debate (leading to a 
judgement)

4. The required timeframe

Consideration of all of these is 
essential to a well-argued and 
historically justified answer.

The required timeframe 

Areas of debate: other serious threats to English power 


