
Unit 3 covers two themes on an extended period of at least 100 years, each with a focus on change, continuity, similarity and difference. You will show understanding of the 
main developments and turning points. The emphasis is on developing and interpreting a broad overview of the period studied. The examination tests this by asking two 
different types of question.

In Section A, in which you choose one of two questions, you are required to answer a question covering a shorter timeframe, usually about 15-40 years.

Questions can broadly be 
broken down into four parts:

1. The command term

2. The named issue

3. Areas of debate (leading to a 
judgement)

4. The required timeframe

Consideration of all of these is 
essential to a well-argued and 
historically justified answer.

WJEC GCE History – Knowledge Organiser

Section A: Specific events in a narrower timeframe

2019 Question 2: How far do you agree that the Terror (1793-1794) was the most significant change in the politics and government of France in the period 
from 1774 to 1804?  

The command term is How far do you agree. So, in the context of this question, you will focus on the main idea in the question, the Terror, and make an argument 
that considers it in relation to other relevant factors relating to the most significant change in politics and government in the context of the period from  
1774 to 1804. Your aim is to make a consistent and balanced judgement that is supported by factual evidence. 

• The very name ‘Terror’ for the period conjures up a notion of horror and violence which is accentuated because this was the policy of the government of the First 
Republic.

• The government was facing an existential crisis of epic proportions, namely war and civil war which needed to be overcome if the Republic was to survive and 
deliver on its promises to the French people.

• The Terror imposed the most centralised government, which France had been subject to since 1789. It revolved around the Committee of Public Safety (CPS) and 
Committee of General Security (CGS), which took all executive decisions. This phase is linked to the dominance of the Jacobin and the Constitution of 1793.

• The methods imposed by the Terror included repression, sending armies of committed republicans out into the regions under the oversight of representatives 
on mission, organising armées révolutionnaires of committed sans-culottes and dispatching enemies such as royalist and counter-revolutionaries with ruthless 
brutality such as during the noyades at Nantes. During the Terror, the guillotine became the main symbol of fear.

The command term:

The named issue: why the Terror was a significant change in politics and government
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• The attempt by Louis XVI and his ministers to establish a reform programme which subsequently failed.

• The declaration of bankruptcy by the Louis XVI’s government which, after the failure of the Assembly of Notables, led to the decision to summon the Estates 
General for the first time since 1614.

• The overthrow of the absolute Monarchy which started with the storming of the Bastille on 14 July 1789, and the creation of a National Constituent Assembly.

• The coup of Thermidor in 1794 which ended the Terror and dismantled the CPS, and heralded a reaction from monarchists and anti-Jacobins.

• The coup of Brumaire which overthrew the Directory and brought Napoleon to power. 

1774  Accession of Louis XVI to the French throne.

1787  Assembly of Notables meets but is dismissed after failing to support Louis’ reform proposals.

1789  Estates General meets (May) and declares itself the National Assembly (June). Bastille stormed (14 July).

1791  Constitution established a constitutional monarchy.

1792  War declared on Austria (20 April). Overthrow of the Monarchy (10 August). First meeting of National Convention (20 September). Monarchy  
                       abolished and Republic proclaimed (21 September).

1793–94 Year II of the Republic – the Terror. Civil War in the Vendée (March 1793). Establishment of the CPS (April 1793). Purge of the Girondins (2 June 1793).  
                       New Constitution (June 1793). Lyon falls (9 October 1793). Abolition of Slavery in French Colonies (February 1794). Execution of Danton (April 1794).  
                       Decree on Cult of the Supreme Being (May 1794). Coup of Thermidor (27 July 1794).

1795  New Constitution creates the Directory which lasts until 1799.

1799  Coup of Brumaire overthrows the Directory. Constitution of Year VIII – Napoleon First Consul.

1801  Concordat between Napoleon and Pope Pius VII ends the religious schism in France.

1802  Peace of Amiens ends the Revolutionary War.

1804  Napoleon crowned Emperor and establishes a French Empire (2 December 1804).

The required timeframe

Questions can broadly be 
broken down into four parts:

1. The command term

2. The named issue

3. Areas of debate (leading to a 
judgement)

4. The required timeframe

Consideration of all of these is 
essential to a well-argued and 
historically justified answer.
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In Section B, there is one compulsory question. It covers the duration of the timeframe or a period of at least 100 years. You will need to draw on material from across the timeframe.

Section B: Developments across a prolonged timeframe

2019 Question: ‘The greatest changes in French society and economy during the period from 1715 to 1815 were those that affected the Catholic Church.’  
Discuss. 

The command term is Discuss. So, in the context of this question, you will focus on the main idea in the question – French society and economy – and make an 
argument that considers it in relation to other relevant factors – those that affected the Catholic Church – in the context of the period 1715 to 1815. Your aim is to 
make a consistent and balanced judgement that is supported by factual evidence.

• The structure of the ancien régime with its Three Estates of the Realm, their various functions and privileges, particular emphasis on the tax exemptions of the 
first two Estates. 

• The ideas of the French Enlightenment with particular emphasis on the views of the philosophes such as Diderot, Voltaire and Rousseau and their criticisms of 
society and the Catholic Church.

• Changes in the French economy as it moved from a mercantilist base to an emerging capitalist one, albeit limited in scope. Growth of the Atlantic ports such as 
Bordeaux.

• Assault on the position and privileges of the Catholic Church during the revolutionary period – loss of its estates and tithes. 

• Growth of land ownership among the peasantry.

• Social and political changes under Napoleon – impact of war on society.

The named issue: French society and economy

The command term:
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• Destruction of the privileged position of the Catholic Church, its loss of tithes and nationalisation of Church property, removal of privileged position as First 
Estate. Impact of the Civil Constitution of the Clergy and oath of loyalty. 

• The impact of the revolution on the French citizens’ (citoyens) new rights and responsibilities.  Assaults on the privileged nobility – loss of status, demotion to 
citoyens – rise of the émigrés. 

• The rise of the bourgeoisie during the ancien régime – causes of their frustrations.

• Changes in the French economy over the period – growth of industry and its impact.

• Rise of the sans-culottes and their impact.

1715  Accession of Louis XV – economic issues during the Regency (1715-22) – role of John Law.

1732  Assault on supporters of Jansenism – note its impact on the Catholic Church.

1751-62 Works published by the French philosophes undermine the religious and economic foundations of the ancien régime. Denis Diderot  
                       (Encyclopédie, 1751), Voltaire (Essai sur les mœurs et l’espirit des nations, 1756), and Rousseau (Discours sur l’origine et les fondements de  
                       l’inégalité parmi les hommes, 1755 and Du contrat social: ou Principes du droit politique, 1762).

1758    François Quesnay publishes Tableau Économique which proposes freeing up agricultural markets from strict control to encourage greater production,   
                       competition and lower prices.  

1764  Suppression of the Jansenists.

1789    Events of ‘Night of 4th August’. Nationalisation of Church land. Growth and influence of the sans-culottes.

1790  Civil Constitution of the Clergy (July).  Civic Oath (November). Creation of the Assignat.

1791  Emergence of the non-jurors. Le Chapelier Law.

1795  Formal separation of Church and State.

1797  Bankruptcy of two-thirds and economic policies of Ramel.

1801  Concordat between Napoleon and Pope Pius VII ends the religious schism in France.

1804-15 Social and economic changes under Napoleon: Civil Code (1804), Berlin Decrees and Continental System (1806). Education Reforms (Lycées and    
                       Imperial University).

Questions can broadly be 
broken down into four parts:

1. The command term

2. The named issue

3. Areas of debate (leading to a 
judgement)

4. The required timeframe

Consideration of all of these is 
essential to a well-argued and 
historically justified answer.

The required timeframe:

Think like an historian
To reach a valid and supported conclusion, you must 

consider a range of evidence and a range of viewpoints, 
weigh them up and make a judgement on their worth.

Key words
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Unit 3 Breadth studies: Option 5 France: Ancien Régime to Napoleon c. 1715-1815

Areas of debate: changes that affected the Catholic Church and other changes


