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Airbus is primarily known for aircraft but also works
on helicopters, military equipment and space travel.

James Dyson is known for innovative products
using new technology and engineering principles
to improve existing products. One of his earliest
products, the ball barrow, spread the load allowing it
to move over soft ground easily.

Orla Kiely is known for her print designs inspired by her
early childhood – the colours of the countryside and her
home.

Airbus’ largest aircraft is the A380 carrying up to
800 passengers. It was built using lightweight
composite materials to overcome weight issues.
The wing design is based on the shape and structure
of eagles’ wings – wing tips were installed otherwise
the wingspan would be too big for most airports.
This is an example of biomimicry — nature solving
design problems.
CAD technology is used during the development of
aircraft for example 3D printing of parts in different
materials, including titanium because of its excellent
strength to weight ratio.

Apple
Apple
Innovation and design are important factors in
Apple’s success. Designs are sleek, with consistent
colours, shapes and materials that are easily
recognisable. Aesthetics plays an important role in
the company’s design philosophy.
Jonathon Ive was the designer responsible for the
styling of the first iPod and iMac.
Apple pioneered the use of graphical user interfaces
(GUIs). Apple computers were the first to use icons
to represent files/folders and a cursor controlled by
a mouse which is still in use today.
Apple are often criticised for developing products
with planned obsolescence in mind and software
updates that do not work on older devices.

He revolutionised vacuum cleaners by introducing
cyclonic technology to collect dust instead of a bag.

Kiely’s design work lends itself to CAD for its repetitive
style. Her original work was hand painted using gouache
paint. ‘Stem’ is her most iconic print which consists of
simple graphic strength – clean, measured and bold.

The DC01 vacuum cleaner went through 5127
iterations with rigorous testing over 10 years before
gaining market approval and eventual success.

Kiely believes her work is never finished and can be reworked several times until she is satisfied with the end
result.
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Welsh furniture designer Bethan Gray is known for
using luxurious materials such as brass, marble,
solid wood and leather in her work.

Sustainability is at the forefront of the Stella McCartney
brand. She does not use fur or leather in any of her
collections and uses recycled materials where possible.

She uses a mix of highly skilled traditional craft skills
and modern manufacturing techniques in her work.
Design inspiration comes from the forms and
architecture gained from world-wide travel.

Her signature style consists of tailored garments
alongside feminine lingerie inspired clothing. She feels
strongly that women feel comfortable in the clothes she
designs.

She is a founder-member of the Ruby Tree Collection
which aims to support traditional Islamic craft skills.

She has proved that high-fashion styling is possible but
with a much-reduced environmental impact.
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Shigeru Miyamoto created some of the best-known
video game characters including Donkey Kong and
Mario and Luigi when working at Nintendo.

Print has been at the forefront of the Laura Ashley brand
since it was first established when Laura Ashley started
printing her own designs for head scarves.

He created a better user experience by allowing
greater control over characters in the games for
example, in The Legend of Zelda.

She went on to design dresses for social wear at the end
of the 1960s. Her popular long Victorian-inspired dresses
became known as the ‘Laura Ashley look’.

He is responsible for developments in game
controllers — shoulder buttons on the NES controller
and the thumb operated joystick on the N64.

The business expanded into coordinated ranges of
furnishing fabrics using natural materials such as cotton
and recycled paper for wallpaper.

