
ART and DESIGN GCE AS/A Level: Resource Sheet 8

Raising achievement

To achieve the best possible standards in your work, there are two factors you need to take into account: 

1. Am I producing evidence that meets all parts of each of the four assessment objectives? 
By referring to Resource Sheets 1 to 4, and to the AO Checklist for Learners, you should be able to identify any gaps in the evidence you are planning to present. It is also important that your 
evidence should be spread equally across the four assessment objectives, as each of them carries an equal allocation of marks.

2. What is the quality of this evidence and how can I improve on it? 
This is not just a question of how good the evidence is now, but more a question of how you can make it even better. The following activities are intended to help you answer these questions 
and to actively respond to them in order to raise standards.

FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITY: Review and Evaluate

Look at high achieving exemplars on the WJEC Lightbox website to provide a context for this activity.

If you are studying Art and Design at AS:

Review

Methodically consider each of the points referred to in Resource Sheets 1 to 4. Where relevant, you can also use Resource Sheet 6 Drawing and Resource Sheet 7 Learner Statements. 
Do this, if possible, with your work at hand and use single coloured Post-it notes to attach to the relevant parts the unit in order to record your findings, identifying what gaps need to 
be filled.

Evaluate

As you go through your work, use different coloured Post-it notes to identify those parts in need of improvement.

Plan

When your review and evaluation has been completed, plan how you will fill the gaps and then, within the time available, the best means of improving the weaker parts of your unit.

Deliver

The most important part, of course, is the delivery of your improvement scheme to meet deadlines. You can summarise this process and include it in your Learner Statement if you wish.

AL Personal Investigation

If you are studying A Level Art and Design, you can follow the same process as above, but include in it your Extended Writing and Learner Statement. 

DIGITAL PORTFOLIOS

If you have not been keeping a photographic record of your work, then it is recommended that you do this now when you are conducting the review process referred to above. Contact your 
teacher to find out what format is best to use to ensure it conforms to exam board requirements. Because of the present uncertainties about assessment procedures, it is advisable that you 
record your work as a digital portfolio. This will enable you to make the most of the time you have in face-to-face contact with your teacher and can also be useful for peer assessment sessions 
where you might be able to participate. Additionally, it will help your teacher in making on-going assessments of your work. 

Although there are advantages in presenting your work in a digital format, there are certain disadvantages that you need to be aware of. A negative feature that is often seen in digital 
presentations is that there tends to be overemphasis on ‘finished’ outcomes. Evidence of investigative processes, such as working-out drawings, can be negligible. Sketchbook drawings can be 
included using a stylus and graphics tablet or by simply scanning or photographing hand-drawn sketches to form part of the digital portfolio.

In presenting digital portfolios, the thoughtful selection of evidence becomes particularly important, as there is often a limit on the number of images you can upload for exam board 
assessment purposes. In selecting work for digital presentation, you should ensure that, as well as equally addressing all the AOs, the creative path you have followed is clearly and succinctly 
recorded.


