
ART AND DESIGN GCE AS/A Level: Resource Sheet 7
Learner Statements

Why are they required?

The main purpose of requiring a Learner Statement to accompany each AS and A Level unit is to enable you to consider and communicate the thoughts and actions underlying your 
submission. Moderators point out that, where a candidate has taken time and effort to carefully think about and document their objectives and plan how these might be best achieved, 
submissions have a stronger purpose and clearer sense of direction. 

The Learner Statement is important for three reasons:

• First and foremost, its value to you in providing a positive incentive and helpful framework to undertake initial and continuing planning of the unit.

• Secondly, its use to your teacher in providing a concise outline of your plans for the unit so that guidance can be more readily provided.

• Thirdly, it can be invaluable to someone who is assessing your work, enabling them to quickly familiarise themselves with your intentions and your progress towards their realisation.

It is intended that you regard the statement as an ongoing planning tool, undertaken for your own benefit. It can be tackled at the start of a unit, reappraised during its development, and then 
at the conclusion of the study. If it is perceived merely as a form-filling requirement, it will be of little benefit to you or anyone else.

Why is it constructed in four parts?

 The Learner Statement document has been designed to provide a helpful framework for you to organise your work and explain it to others. It is presented under the headings of ‘Main Idea’, 
‘Plan’, ‘Context’ and ‘Reflect’.

Main Idea

The first section enables you to explain the idea from which your response has been developed, e.g. the way in which the stimuli you have chosen in the externally set assignment is interpreted. 
In this section you can explain concisely why you selected the subject of your study, what relevance it has for you and how it might be of interest to others who will view it. In developing your 
creative research, the subject matter can become more focused and change somewhat. You can explain the reasons for these changes in this section.

Plan

This is followed by a section where the initial plan is to be outlined, bearing in mind again that this will often change as the study progresses. It may also be appropriate to define your intentions 
at this stage. These should be defined as clearly as possible in order to steer your research in the right direction. Note that intentions are referred to both in AO3 and AO4. In assessing AO4, 
judgements are made about how well your intentions have been realised and this is another good reason for carefully considering and clearly documenting them. 

Context

The third section requires you to describe the context that you have produced your work, including the influences upon your ideas and the way you have developed them, including how 
contextual study you have undertaken, such as during gallery visits or watching  TV arts programmes, has impacted on personal practical enquiry. You should describe the purposes of your 
work by defining your underlying reasons for producing it and the meanings it holds for you and possibly for others.

Reflect

The final section gives opportunity to critically reflect on the work as it progresses and upon its completion, such as showing how deeper understanding and clearer meaning and purpose 
has been achieved. Reference to AO3 and particularly to processes of reflective learning can be considered and documented here. There might be other aspects you wish to include such as 
analysing how effective your learning experience has been in clarifying the meaning and purpose of your investigations.

What’s the best way to present my Learner Statement?

The Learner Statement can be accessed as an online document, which will allow you to type in or cut and paste your responses. This makes them easier to read and enables you to check 
spelling and grammar. Using the online document makes it easy to add to the text as your unit progresses. You are advised to use it as a planning tool, mainly for your benefit, and not to 
make it a summative document by completing it only at the conclusion of your unit. You may wish to include the dates on which reviews and additional responses are entered. Other ways of 
presenting it is to produce a printout each time the Learner Statement is added to. These versions can be presented together as a final record. The Learner Statement can also be presented in 
handwritten form, provided the document is clearly legible.


