
ART AND DESIGN GCE AS/A Level: Resource Sheet 5

Producing written responses 

Although both AS and A Level Art and Design courses are mainly concerned with the development of visual responses, the specifications state that there must be integration of critical and 
theoretical, along with practical, work in each of the units. However, all units will be assessed holistically, meaning that written responses will not be assessed separately. 

Where and why is writing to be included in my work?

Written responses can be included throughout your work and will obviously feature in Learner Statements for each unit and in the extended writing element within the Personal Investigation. 
Writing activities, including annotation, are included because they are intended to:

• Develop your ability to ‘engage’ with works of art/craft/design by devoting thought, time and energy to study them through ‘sustained and focused investigations’, so that you can relate 
and respond to them personally.

• Enable you to successfully communicate your ideas, helping you to understand the meanings of the visual methods and approaches you use, as well as to analyse those used by others.

• Allow you to demonstrate understanding of the different contexts that particular artefacts and artworks were originally made and are currently being considered.

Annotation

This must always have a purpose and should add to the visual information you are dealing with. It should be legible and make sense. Among other things, it can be used to develop and extend 
your thinking and communicate fresh ideas, compare and contrast visual references and identify and describe visual elements in your practical enquiry.

Extended Writing

As well as in the Personal Investigation, extended writing may be used in other units. It should add significantly to your submission and not substantially reduce the time you spend on practical 
work. Additionally, it should not be tackled as a bolt-on, disconnected activity. It can be used to address all four assessment objectives, but particularly AO1.

You can use the extended writing to provide evidence that you are able to:

• Compare and contrast works of art/craft/design produced in different cultures and contexts, and evaluate the ways in which these influence their purpose, meaning and interpretation.

• Document the depth and breadth of your learning activities and maintain a record of progression in your unit.

• Communicate what you have discovered fully and clearly to others, with the use of appropriate specialist vocabulary. 

• Organise theoretical research so that you can direct and re-direct your investigations, as well as raise issues and questions to identify promising or unusual lines of enquiry. 

• Work out or speculate upon particular aspects of your work in order to consolidate and deepen knowledge and understanding.

• Refer back to what you have learned so that this can be built upon and, where appropriate, transferred to a new context.

• Draw together findings from different sources to summarise progress and look for possible connections to new learning.

• Refine skills of creative and critical thinking, analysis and synthesis.

• Reflect upon, review and evaluate the processes and outcomes of your learning.

What is a good way of presenting extended writing?

For their Personal Investigation, many students are most comfortable in presenting extended writing in a traditional, essay format. This is perfectly acceptable, especially if relevant images are 
included, however there are many other acceptable forms of extended writing. These include research or evaluation reports, exhibition catalogues, reviews, newspaper/magazine articles or 
zines, scripts for oral presentations, fictitious interviews with artists or designers, audio-visual presentation scripts to accompany PowerPoints, private blogs or webpages. Whatever forms of 
writing are used, higher marks will be awarded where you show perceptive, rigorous analysis and evaluation of the sources you are studying, writing personal responses in your own words. 


