
ART AND DESIGN GCE AS/A Level: Resource Sheet 4
AO4 Personal Presentation

What you need to do to gain marks in this AO?

You need to show that you can:

1. Present work that is truly personal, well-informed and has meaning for you and anyone who engages with it.

2. Realise your intentions, demonstrate clearly how you have achieved them and how well you accomplished this.

3. Make the connections between the different parts of your work explicit.

4. Present your work in an easy-to-follow order, making the context in which it has been produced clear and in a format that is both suited to its purpose and interesting for anyone who 
views it.

What’s the purpose of this AO?

To understand the purpose of personal presentation, it is helpful to define a few key words. The adjective ‘personal’ has several definitions including ‘done in person without the intervention of 
another’ and ‘referring to the character, conduct, motives of an individual’.  

The noun ‘presentation’ can refer to ‘the way something is set forth or presented’ or ‘the act or process of presenting something’. 

‘Meaningful’ can simply be defined as ‘having meaning or significance’ or, perhaps more appropriately, ‘expressive, having a purpose, worthwhile’.  Your response should be meaningful to 
anyone engaging with it, but especially to yourself. 

The purpose of the AO, therefore, is that in your presentation you can clearly explain your intentions and the means by which they have been realised. Presentation skills are used across a range 
of subjects and are not exclusive to art and design. They frequently figure in higher education and in the workplace, so this can prepare you for the next stage of your career.

Personal presentation is sometimes mistakenly thought to be mainly about outcomes but, correctly, it is concerned with the whole of your submission. It is the bringing together of each 
constituent part into a suitable presentational form, with as much emphasis on creative processes - the workings out - as on the products - the finished pieces. These must be presented in a 
form that captures the interest of all who see it.

What is a good way of showing abilities of personal presentation?

Demonstrating abilities in personal presentation involves:

• making the connections between different parts of a submission explicit

• presenting work in a logical order that is easy to follow 

• making the purpose and context of the work clear, showing how intentions have been realised

• devising a form or method of presentation that is well-suited to the subject matter and purpose of the work and attracts the interest of an audience. 

What must you consider to achieve your best in this AO?

There are two considerations to make in relation to this AO. The first, and probably most important, is that the work should be truly personal and that you should have something to say about 
what you have chosen to research. For this reason, choosing the subject for your enquiry or investigation and the way in which you conduct your study is of utmost importance. To achieve your 
best, the subject selected and the creative path you follow should demonstrate deep interest in and impressive commitment to your research topic. 

Secondly, you must carefully consider how to successfully bring your study together and present it in a format that suits it well and adds considerable interest or even intrigue.


