
GCE - UNIT 1 – THEATRE WORKSHOP – WJEC (ii) Important!
The following times must be adhered to:
• 2 actors:  5 – 10 minutes
• 3 actors:  7 – 12 minutes
• 4 actors:  9 – 14 minutes
• 5 actors:  11 – 16 minutesSTEP 1 - RESEARCH

SELECT TEXT
Study a 10 – 15 minute piece 
of text from the WJEC list. 
Ensure that you are aware 
of the context of the play, 
the structure of the play, the 
development of the characters 
and the historical context.  

SELECT PRACTITIONER 
/ RECOGNISED THEATRE 
COMPANY

Research and understand the 
practitioner / company’s style 
and techniques thoroughly. 

STEP 2
Re-interpret the 10 – 15 minute 
piece.   

30% - 70% of the final script to be 
a dialogue of the text. The rest to 
grow out of the piece showing a 
complete understanding of the 
techniques / style. 

Experiment and be creative - pulling 
the piece in all directions, a different 
period, changing the sex of a 
character, taking out a character, a 
different context.  

Create a new dialogue, use dialogue 
from another part of the play, use 
prose, poetry, song etc.  

Experiment, challenge, re-imagine, 
re-interpret and be fully creative with 
the text and the theatre practitioner 
/ company. 
Rehearse and refine the work ready 
for final performance.

STEP 3
During the development process, 
a Creative Log of the process 
will need to be kept. This may 
take the form of notes, a blog, 
an audio recording or a mix 
of short recordings showing 
practice, audio clip, photographs, 
diagrams, charts etc.

The Creative Log will:

• clarify and justify the 
decisions made in practice

• discuss how some parts or 
ideas have been changed and 
refined

• explain how the techniques or 
style were used and adapted 
in the work

• discuss the research made to 
create character and develop 
performance skills etc.

STEP 4
Perform the work in front of an 
audience and be assessed internally. 
 
The designer will also be assessed 
on the design whether sound, light, 
set, costume, hair or make-up.  
Reference should be made to the 
specification to ensure that you 
meet all the requirements as a 
designer.

STEP 5
Following the performance, the 
performance will need to be 
evaluated.  
Write between 800 – 1200 words.  
Ensure that you analyse and 
evaluate the performance in detail.

• How effective do you think the 
final performance or design 
was and did you succeed in 
achieving your initial objectives?

• Evaluate your performance 
skills in detail and how 
successful were the techniques 
or style of the theatre company 
you had chosen? Remember 
to evaluate your own personal 
skills.

 TOP TIPS 
• Ensure that there are 

possibilities and adequate 
opportunities for all. 

• The scene should be 
exciting.

• Understand the style and 
techniques completely.

• Research good examples of 
the work of the practitioner 
or theatre company  on 
‘YouTube.’.           

 TOP TIPS 
• Experimentation, challenge and 

being creative.

• Ensure that the work is driven  
by the techniques of the 
practitioner / theatre company.

• Take a risk and enjoy.

TOP TIPS 
The CREATIVE LOG is not a diary 
of a rehearsal, but an honest 
record of the PROCESS and the 
problems that arise in trying to 
put a theatrical piece together 
and the process of refining it.  

TOP TIPS 
• Ensure that you keep to a 

consistent practise timetable.

• Dress rehearse and use props 
consistently when practicing so 
that you feel comfortable using 
them.

• Securing more than one 
technical run – this is where a 
number of problems arise and 
you may need time to resolve 
them.

• Ensure that everything is in 
place before the performance to 
ensure peace of mind.

 TOP TIPS 
• Ensure that you have written 

stage 1 – 4 of the Creative Log 
prior to the performance.  

• Be honest and detailed, 
discuss your performance and 
skills, what was successful 
and unsuccessful and how 
did you overcome that in the 
performance?

• Research good examples of 
the work of the practitioner or 
theatre company  on ‘YouTube.

There are five stages to this Unit:


