
GCE - UNIT 2 – TEXT IN THEATRE – WJEC

GUIDANCE FOR ANSWERING: QUESTION (c)
(c) As an actor, discuss your ideas on how you would perform the role of xxxx.  In your answer you should refer to:

[30]

The important words are as an ACTOR, and the question asks you to discuss voice, movement, motivation and interaction of the character XXX in 
two extracts of your choice.
• Make sure you go into the exam recognising each character within the play in terms of:

  - A complete understanding of the character, personality and situation within the play.
  - The type of voice that the character has – tone, tempo, accent and how they will interpret sentences in terms of emphasis,   
   vocabulary etc. Refer to and interpret specific lines of the extracts.
  - Movement and posture – starting position at the beginning of the extracts, movement around the stage and ending
   position at the end of the extracts. Be detailed and show how movement conveys the character’s emotion. 
  - The character’s motivations throughout the extracts. 
  - How the character interacts with different characters within the extracts.

• Give a sentence or two analysing the character and their role within the play, giving the context of the extracts and what the character’s mental 
state is in this part.

• Go through the extracts, carefully locating the character on the stage at the beginning of the piece and then go through the scene step by step, 
explaining the motivations and movements of the character, the interactions between characters and the use of voice. Explain in detail how to 
say lines and emphasise, pause, respond to others, etc. Finish by explaining the final location / position of the character on stage and very briefly 
mention how the character will develop following this extracts.

• Remember to quote and refer to specific parts of the extracts.
• Imagine an actor reading your answer and actively portraying the character and staging the piece. You must demonstrate a detailed and 

complete understanding of the character and their personality and how to move around the stage, the use of voice and the interactions.
• This is a 30-mark question and therefore specific examples need to be detailed; please refer consistently to the requirements of the question.

• two key extracts of the play

• the character’s motivation

• character movements and voice

• the interaction between other characters.


