
GCE - UNIT 4 – TEXT IN PERFORMANCE – WJEC  

GUIDELINES FOR ANSWERING: SECTION A, QUESTION (a) (i)
Read from page X to page X.

 (a) (i) As a designer, discuss your choice of stage, production style, sets and props for this extract, explaining how your ideas will create atmosphere. 

 [15]

This is a question for the DESIGNER – choice of stage, production style, sets and props 

How can atmosphere be created in the extract?

Ensure that you go into the exam with a definite idea of the type of stage, the production style, and the props and sets you will be using, as well as what kind of atmosphere 
you want to create throughout the play.

• Once you have come across the extract in question, CONCENTRATE FULLY ON THAT EXTRACT.

• Write a sentence at the beginning providing the context of the extract – its setting and historical period. You could also discuss briefly the kind of set that was used in 
the play’s first production. Once again, you can prepare this before the exam. 

• Explain the reasoning behind your choice of stage and the style of your production, and describe the set and the props that will be needed. Remember to demonstrate 
your knowledge of the drama’s setting and time period, and the situation of the characters within the society of that time. How will you use your set to illustrate the 
themes of the play? What kind of set – naturalistic, minimalistic? The style of the production – naturalistic, symbolic? How will you convey poverty in your use of set, 
props, and atmosphere?

• Concentrate fully on the atmosphere of the extract and consider the atmosphere throughout (beginning, middle, and end). Concentrate on what part of the stage is 
used, what props will be used, and how the set functions.

• DON’T discuss lighting, sound, costume, hair and make‐up – the question doesn’t ask for this.

• DON’T discuss other sections of the play – the question doesn’t ask for this.

• Refer to and quote from the text throughout.


