
GCE - UNIT 4 – TEXT IN PERFORMANCE – WJEC 

GUIDELINES FOR ANSWERING: SECTION A, QUESTION (b) 
(b)  As an actor, discuss how you would use voice and movement to interpret the motivation and interactions of character XXX in this extract.

[30]

The important words are ‘as an ACTOR’, and the question asks you to discuss the voice, movement, motivation and interactions of character XXX 
within this extract only. 
• Make sure that you go into the exam with a good knowledge of every character within the play, you should show:  
  - a thorough understanding of the character, their personality and the situation in which they find themselves in the play.
  - the voice of the character – tone, tempo, accent and how sentences should be interpreted in terms of stresses on words etc. 
  - refer to specific lines within the play and interpret them
  - movement and posture – location at the start of the extract, movement around the stage and then location at the end of the extract  
  - be specific and show how movement conveys the emotion of the character
  - the character’s motivation throughout 
  - how the character interacts with different characters within the extract.
• Write a sentence or two analysing the character and their role within the play, giving context about the extract and highlighting the state of mind 

of the character.
• Carefully read through the extract and locate the character on the stage at the start of the play. Then, go through the extract step by step, 

illustrating the motivations and movements of the character, their interactions with other characters and the use of voice, explaining in detail how 
lines should be said, where there should be stresses and pauses, responses etc. Finish off by explaining where the character is situated at the 
end, and you can very briefly indicate how the character will develop following this extract.

• Remember to use quotes and refer to specific parts of the extract.
• Imagine that an actor is reading your answer and is going to portray the character and stage the play. You have to be specific and show a 

thorough understanding of the character and their personality. Also explain how the character moves around the stage, and how they use their 
voice and interact.

                                                                       


