
WJEC GCE History – Knowledge Organiser
Unit 3 – The Breadth Studies: 3.7. Social change and reform in Wales and England 1890-1990.

Unit 3 covers two themes on an extended period of at least 100 years, each with a focus on change, continuity, similarity and difference. You will show understanding of the main 
developments and turning points. The emphasis is on developing and interpreting a broad overview of the period studied. The examination tests this by asking two different types of 
questions.

In Section A, in which you choose one of two questions, you are required to answer a question covering a shorter timeframe, usually about 15-40 years.

Section A – Specific events in a narrower timeframe

2019 Question 1: To what extent was educational reform responsible for changes in society between 1890 and 1939?

The command term: 

The command term is To what extent. So, in the context of this question, you will focus on the main issue in the question – educational reform – and make an 
argument that considers it in relation to other relevant factors – responsible for change in society – in the context of the period – 1890-1939. Your aim is to make a 
consistent and balanced judgement that is supported by factual evidence.

The named issue – the extent that educational reform was responsible for change in society 1890-1939:

• In the 1890s, it was accepted that there should be universal education provision and it was also accepted that it should be free in order to give everybody more 
of a chance to better themselves. The key theme was that it would lead to increased intellectual and industrial developments that would improve British society.

• The 1900s saw this idea develop further and Local Education Authorities led the way in providing secondary education and a subject-based curriculum. This gave 
breadth to the educational provision for children.

• The provision of free school meals and medical inspections during the Liberal administration post-1906 greatly improved the health of the nation, making 
children easier to educate and again improved their life chances.

• Further acts in the inter-war period increased the school leaving age up to 15 by 1936. Reports such as the Hadlow Report of 1926 and the Spens Report of 1938 
were influences on the Labour government reforms which were implemented following the Second World War.

Areas of debate – The extent of change caused by educational reform could be challenged: 

• It could be argued that educational reform was very slow and its effect is debatable as the development of further education was not available to all. It was not 
always popular with the education revolt of 1902 being an example of this unpopularity. Little happened in education during the inter-war period. This was a 
time of consolidation rather than development.

• The improvements in housing and health could be considered as being more responsible for change in society. These changes improved the health of workers, 
therefore having a direct influence on the standard of living and productivity.

• Changing attitudes towards poverty and unemployment during this period created a precedent that governments had a moral obligation to look after their 
citizens. This was a big development in society that ultimately influenced change in many areas.

• Perhaps change in society was more clearly influenced by the rights gained by women between 1890-1940, therefore showing the beginning of the path to more 
equality and the eradication of discrimination and bias which hampered the life chances of so many during this period.

• The impact of war in causing change could also be discussed as it had a major effect on society in terms of the post-war economy, let alone the terrible cost of 
war and its effect on the psyche of the nation.

The named issue – the extent that educational reform was responsible for change in society 1890-1939:

The command term:

Areas of debate – the extent of change caused by educational reform could be challenged: 

Questions can broadly be 
broken down into four parts:

1. The command term

2. The named issue

3. Areas of debate (leading to a 
judgement)

4. The required timeframe

Consideration of the required 
timeframe is essential to a well-
argued and historically justified 

answer.
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1891 - The Elementary Education Act provided free elementary education with the government paying 10 shillings per pupil.

1899 - The Board of Education Act set up a government department to take responsibility for education, leading to the inspection of secondary schools and the 
raising of the school leaving age to 12.

1902 - The Balfour Education Act created Local Education Authorities, creating Grammar schools as well as Municipal or County Secondary schools. However, the 
Education Revolt of 1902 in Wales showed it was not universally accepted.

1903 - The WSPU is set up by Emmeline Pankhurst.

1906-14 - The reforms of the Liberal Government introduced free school meals and medical inspections in schools. However, changes were also introduced to 
Housing with the Housing and Town Planning Act of 1909 and to pensions with the Old Age Pensions Act of 1908.

1911 - The National Insurance Act introduces a compulsory insurance scheme and free medical treatment and sick pay for 26 weeks for some workers.

1912 - The Cat and Mouse Act turns attention towards the treatment of women.

1914-1918 - A period of war and hardship, having a profound effect on the economy.

1918 - Women vote for the first time in large numbers due to the Representation of the People Act.

1918 - The Fisher Education Act raised the school leaving age to 14 (implemented 1921). Also, LEA’s now had to provide better education and look after the health 
and physical condition of children. ‘Homes fit for heroes’ also becomes a campaign promise and leads to increased house building.

1919 - The Addison Act allowed Local Authorities to get subsidies to build cheaper housing and the Ministry of Health is also set up to respond to poor sanitation, 
healthcare and diseases as well as the training of doctors, nurses, dentists and maternity and children’s welfare.

1922 - The Law of Property Act - husbands and wives can now inherit property equally.

1923 - Chamberlain’s Housing Act gave further subsidies to private builders to help people to buy their own houses. This was extended by the Wheatley Act a year 
later, where local councils were given subsidies to build houses.

1929 - Women receive equal voting rights with men.

1930 - Slum demolition was carried out through the Greenwood Act and the occupants were re-housed.

1931 - The League of Coloured People set up in Britain to fight for the rights of minorities.

1931 - The period known as the Depression years takes hold with high regional unemployment which affected the lives of many - a period when many suffered due 
to the administration of the dole by the Public Assistance Committees.

1936 - School leaving age raised to 15.

1936 - Holiday Pay Act - 1.5 million entitled to paid holidays and it rose to 11 million by 1939. Butlins becomes a popular holiday destination.

1938 - The Hadlow Report and the Spens Report make recommendations about curriculum changes and the provision of schools which was to influence later 
education reformers.

The required timeframe – Make sure you utilise details from across the timeframe. Following is an example of some events you may wish to include. However, 
other information can be used in addition to – or instead of – this material:
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Unit 3 – The Breadth Studies: 3.7. Social change and reform in Wales and England 1890-1990.

Unit 3 covers two themes on an extended period of at least 100 years, each with a focus on change, continuity, similarity and difference. You will show understanding of the main 
developments and turning points. The emphasis is on developing and interpreting a broad overview of the period studied. The examination tests this by asking two different types of 
questions.

In Section A, in which you choose one of two questions, you are required to answer a question covering a shorter timeframe, usually about 15-40 years.

Section A – Specific events in a narrower timeframe

2019 Question 2: ‘The development of popular culture between 1945 and 1990 had the most significant impact on the lives of the people of Wales and England.’ 
Discuss.

The command term: 

The command term is Discuss. So, in the context of this question, you will focus on the main idea in the question – popular culture – and make an argument that 
considers it in relation to other relevant factors – impact on the lives of the people of Wales and England – in the context of the period – 1945-1990. Your aim is to 
make a consistent and balanced judgement that is supported by factual evidence.

The named issue – the extent that educational reform was responsible for change in society 1890-1939:

• After 1945, people had more leisure time than ever before. The opportunity to enjoy and partake in different experiences within popular culture provided a 
sense that the war had been fought and won and people should look to enjoy their lives given what they had sacrificed.

• The rise of commercial television along with the boom in blockbuster films not only influenced attitudes and behaviours, but it also had a massive economic 
impact on the country and the advent of a new term - ‘consumerism’.

• The advent of pop culture clearly had a significant impact on youth culture with new attitudes and ways of behaving emerging, which were often at odds with 
what were considered traditional behaviours.

• Hand in hand with the rise in popular culture came political awakening, markedly linked with the civil rights issue and student protests of the 1960s.

Areas of debate – The extent of change caused by educational reform could be challenged: 

• The rise of popular culture led to a clash of cultures and a belief among some people that it was leading to mass consumerism, frivolous behaviour, a decline in 
traditional and religious standards of behaviour and a rift between young and old.

• The development of the welfare state may be considered a more significant impact as this would have affected more people directly in many areas such as 
housing, health, education and led to a better standard of living for many people living in Wales and England during this period.

• The period also saw the breakdown of discrimination and the advent of a fairer society in which the rights of women, minorities and the vulnerable were 
increasingly protected.

• There were also improvements in health and housing and education which, individually or collectively, improved the standard of life for very many in England 
and Wales.

The named issue – the significance of the impact of popular culture on the lives of the people of Wales and England 1945-1990:

The command term:

Areas of debate – the significance of the development of popular culture could be challenged:

Questions can broadly be 
broken down into four parts:

1. The command term
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3. Areas of debate (leading to a 
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Consideration of the required 
timeframe is essential to a well-
argued and historically justified 
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1946 - The New Towns Act.

1948 - The British Nationality Act.

1948 - London Olympics.

1955 - Launch of commercial television.

1956 - ‘Rock Around the Clock’ released by Bill Hayley and the Comets.

1957 - The Wolfenden Report published regarding homosexual offences.

1958 - The Life Peerage Act - women allowed to sit in the House of Lords.

1961 - Contraception Pill is made available.

1963 - The start of Beatlemania.

1963 - Rise in university and higher education following the Robbins Report of this year.

1964 - Education Act and Married Women’s Property Act passed.

1965 - Race Relations Act (also 1968 and 1976) tackles racial inequalities.

1967 - Homosexuality Act and Abortion Act decriminalises both acts.

1968 - A wave of student protests in Wales and England - in London, the Battle of Grosvenor Square.

1968 - Dagenham women’s machinist strike raises the problem of sexual discrimination.

1969 - The Women’s Liberation Movement and the Divorce Act.

1970 - Equal Pay Act.

1975 - Sexual Discrimination Act.

1976 - Prime Minister James Callaghan’s Ruskin College Oxford speech about education.

1976 - Punk hits the UK and the Sex Pistols ‘swore’ on television.

1980 - The Black report on health inequalities.

1981 - Brixton riots due to increased racial tensions.

1982 - Channel 4 and S4C begin transmission. 

1984 - The Miners’ Strike begins and pits the Unions against the Thatcher Government.

1980s - Conservative governments encourage local councils to sell council homes to tenants, birth of the ‘yuppie culture’.

The required timeframe – Make sure you utilise details from across the timeframe. Following is an example of some events you may wish to include. However, 
other information can be used in addition to – or instead of – this material:

Questions can broadly be 
broken down into four parts:
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WJEC GCE History – Knowledge Organiser

In Section B, there is one compulsory question. It covers the duration of the timeframe or a period of at least 100 years. You will need to draw on material from across the 
timeframe.

Section B – Developments across a prolonged timeframe

2019 Question: How far did the policies of the National Government (1931-1940) make the most important contribution to the tackling of poverty and 
unemployment in the period from 1890 to 1990? 

The command term: 

The command term is How far. So, in the context of this question, you will focus on the main idea in the question – the policies of the National Government 1931-
1940 – and make an argument that considers it in relation to other relevant factors – tackling poverty and unemployment – in the context of the period – 1890-1990. 
Your aim is to make a consistent and balanced judgement that is supported by factual evidence.

The named issue – the extent that educational reform was responsible for change in society 1890-1939:

• The National Government 1931-1941 probably faced the most severe financial crisis of that century. Given the financial constraints it faced and the fact that this 
was an international crisis, it could be argued that Wales and England did not suffer as much as other countries.

• The introduction of means testing in 1931 was meant to ensure that the state’s money would not be claimed unnecessarily.

Areas of debate – The extent of change caused by educational reform could be challenged: 

• It could be argued that the National Government of 1931-1940 made very little contribution to tackling poverty unemployment and, in fact, made people’s 
suffering worse by introducing means testing in 1930. The perceived uncaring approach of the Public Assistance Committees led to protesting and the 
prevalence of hunger marches in this decade also raises doubts.

• It could be argued that the Liberal reforms of 1906-1914 had a more significant impact on poverty as they attempted to tackle inequalities in health and 
education, as well as introducing National Insurance and pensions which would have long term consequences.

• The longevity of the Labour reforms of 1945-51 stand as a testament to all they did to tackle poverty and unemployment with a wide range of legislation that 
attempted to alleviate poverty. In addition to this, the nationalisation programme went some way in the fight against unemployment.

• In the 1950s and 1960s, a belief prevailed that poverty had been eradicated. However, by 1978, unemployment had reached 1 million for the first time since 
1945.

• The contribution of the Thatcher Government of 1979-90 may be considered in that schemes such as buy your own home did allow many poorer people the 
opportunity to buy their own homes for the first time. 

• The impact of the far-reaching Liberal reforms of 1906 to 1914; • attempts to tackle poverty and improve health, housing and education between 1918 and 1929; 
• the impact of the Labour Government of 1945 to 1951 on poverty and unemployment; • the impact of war in general was more influential in raising awareness 
of poverty and encouraging change; • the realisation of the impact of poverty post-1945 and the attempts to tackle it in the 1960s and 1970s.

1890-1906: There were attempts to alleviate poverty and unemployment, as attitudes towards poverty changed and the idea that a healthy productive workforce 
was needed to increase national efficiency. The reports of Booth and Rowntree and the failure of the Boer War made people realise that something had to be done.

The named issue – why the policies of the National Government 1931-1940 contributed to tacking poverty and unemployment:

The command term:

Areas of debate – the contribution of the policies of the National Government in tackling poverty and unemployment could be challenged:

Questions can broadly be 
broken down into four parts:

1. The command term

2. The named issue

3. Areas of debate (leading to a 
judgement)

4. The required timeframe

Consideration of all of these is 
essential to a well-argued and 
historically justified answer. 

The required timeframe – Make sure you utilise details from across the timeframe. Following is an example of some events you may wish to include. However, 
other information can be used in addition to – or instead of – this material:
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1906-1914: The Liberal reforms of the period included 1906 Workingman’s Compensation Act, School Meals Act, 1907 School Medical inspections, 1908 Old Age 
Pensions Act, 1909 Labour Exchanges, Trade Board Act, Town Planning and Housing Act, 1911 National Insurance Act.

1918-1931: ‘Homes fit for Heroes’; Unemployment benefit is extended to most workers in this period in 1920. 1926, General Strike pits workers against the 
government and during the period unemployment never fell below 1 million. The ‘Treasury view’ prevailed and it put emphasis on ‘balancing the budget’ which 
hampered any radical ideas to decrease poverty and unemployment. 1929, The Wall Street Crash.

1931-1940: 1931, Formation of the National Government and the introduction of pay cuts, unemployment cuts and the means test to be administered by the PAC. 
Unemployment reaches 2.6m in 1932, The Special Areas Acts of 1934 and 1936 attempt to reinvigorate employment opportunities, 1936 The Jarrow March.

1945-1951: The reforms of the Labour Government following the Beveridge Report of 1942 includes implementing the Butler Education Act of 1944, 1945 Family 
Allowance Act, 1946 National Insurance Act and the NHS and New Towns Act, 1948 National Assistance Act and a programme of industrial nationalisation.

1951-1980: A period some call the ‘Golden Age’. A period when poverty was redefined - absolute poverty was deemed to have disappeared from Britain. Absolute 
poverty was defined as not having enough money to eat an adequate diet or afford enough clothes. However, relative poverty began to be discussed, f.e. not being 
able to afford things most people have. Various studies showed that poverty was still a problem although unemployment remains at historically low figures. The 
period ends with ‘The Winter of Discontent’ in 1979 with widespread industrial action in the public sector as security of employment becomes the topic of debate.

1980-1990: The gap between rich and poor widens as the government ends state spending to support full employment, state subsidised welfare and the power of 
the trade unions. The period is characterised by the Miners’ strike of 1984-85, Thatcher’s privatisation programme and in 1990 - introduction of the Poll Tax leads to 
widespread riots. The poverty gap widens and unemployment hits its highest figure since 1939.

Think like a historian

To reach a valid – and supported – conclusion, you must consider 
a range of evidence, and a range of viewpoints, weigh them up 

and make a judgement on their worth.

Key words
Analyse  Concepts and perspectives  Key issues and content 

 Debate  Continuity and change  Similarity and difference  
Evidence  Judgement.

Questions can broadly be 
broken down into four parts:

1. The command term

2. The named issue

3. Areas of debate (leading to a 
judgement)

4. The required timeframe

Consideration of all of these is 
essential to a well-argued and 
historically justified answer. 


