
General context of the period
• 1862 saw the shifting fortunes of both sides as the Union Army narrowly won battles like Shiloh and Antietam, while the Confederate Army had successful campaigns in the Shenandoah Valley, the Seven

Days Battles and a second battle at Manassas.

• The Confederacy faced a number of problems by the summer of 1862, having lost New Orleans and control of the Mississippi Valley. In addition to this, the Union Army seemed to be bearing down on the
Confederate capital at Richmond.

• The threat to Richmond was eventually lifted as the Union Army was pushed back during the Seven Days Battles and at Manassas, although this did put a strain on the resources and food supplies of the 
Confederacy as the Union blockade started to severely limit vital materials and food.

• Although McClellan did not follow up his narrow victory over Lee at Antietam, many consider this battle to be significant as it led to the provisional Emancipation Proclamation and put Britain off openly
supporting the Confederacy as ultimate victory for the South now seemed much less certain.

• 1863 saw several significant Union victories in the eastern campaign at Gettysburg and in the west at Vicksburg. However, the Confederacy had important victories such as Chancellorsville in the same 
year.

• 1863 also saw a series of changes in the leadership of the Union Army in the East – Burnside was replaced by Hooker, then Hooker was replaced by Meade who led the Union Army at the Battle of
Gettysburg.

• While Gettysburg was the last major incursion into Union territory by Robert E. Lee’s Confederate Army, Union victory was not effectively pressed home as Meade, similarly to McClellan before him at
Antietam, was too reluctant to follow up his victory.

• Grant’s successful siege of Vicksburg in the western campaign had serious repercussions for the Confederacy as it was now split in two.

• The Confederacy was struggling financially by 1863 and imposed a number of unpopular taxes. Some Confederate states were reluctant to send their financial assets to Richmond, so the Confederacy
printed more money, resulting in rampant inflation.

• By the beginning of 1864, the Union Army was struggling in the West as its supply lines became more and more stretched. The Confederacy’s best hope was that Robert E. Lee could continue to inflict
heavy casualties on the Union Army to persuade Northern voters to replace President Lincoln with someone more willing to make peace with the Confederacy.

• Both sides had recruitment problems – the Confederacy had to widen conscription to all men aged 17 to 50, but while their numbers were smaller than the Union Army, more of their men were
experienced veterans. The Union Army’s most experienced soldiers’ contracts were to end in 1864, so they needed to be offered financial incentives to stay on.

•

• 

• 

The Union siege of Petersburg, which began in July, started a campaign of attrition that favoured the Union as it now had access to more resources. Robert E. Lee found himself struggling to maintain 
troop numbers.
General Sheridan forced the Confederacy to abandon the Shenandoah Valley, which was a major blow to the South’s food supplies. In addition to this, General Sherman’s Georgia “scorched earth” 
campaign led to the Union capture of Atlanta – his March to the Sea would cause $100 million damage to Georgia.
As a result of the Union army’s recent victories, President Lincoln decisively won re-election in the November 1864 presidential election, beating his opponent General McClellan by 212 electoral college 
votes to 21.

• By the end of 1864, Lincoln was talking confidently to Congress about victory and 1865 began with the fall of the Confederate capital of Richmond and eventually to Confederate surrender.
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Key:   Values

  Limitations

  Other points of note

Summary of points, including:

• notes on the sources and their attributions/provenances

• notes on the specific context of the sources.

Source A John Beauchamp Jones, a clerk in the Confederate War 
Department, writing about conditions in Richmond, the capital of the 
Confederacy, in his diary (1862)

OCTOBER 1: Meats of all kinds are selling at fifty cents per pound; 
butter, seventy-five cents; coffee, a dollar and a half; tea, ten 
dollars; boots, thirty dollars per pair; shoes, eighteen dollars; ladies’ 
shoes, fifteen dollars; shirts, six dollars each. Houses that rented 
for five hundred dollars last year are a thousand dollars now. 
Boarding is up from thirty to forty dollars per month. All this is 
depreciating the Confederate bank notes. The farmers have to 
pay the merchants and money-lenders their extortionate prices 
and complain very justly. How shall we subsist this winter? There 
is not a supply of wood or coal in the city – and it is said that there 
are not adequate means of transporting it hither. Flour at sixteen 
dollars per barrel and bacon at seventy-five cents per pound 
threaten a famine. Already we see men and women gaunt and 
pale with hunger. We must get a million of men in arms and drive 
the invader from our soil. We are capable of it, and we must do it. 
Better die in battle than die of starvation produced by the enemy.

• Jones describes the economic impact of the war in terms of rising prices and rent and a lack of wood and coal to heat people’s homes. 
He also discusses the possibility of food shortages going into the winter.

• Note the date of this source, which is 18 months into the Civil War. This date is also important as autumn is turning to winter and food 
supplies should be coming in from harvests to last through the winter months. However, this source is not necessarily reflective of 
what has happened earlier in the year which had seen some Confederate successes.

• As an employee of the Confederate War Department, Jones will have first-hand knowledge of the impact of the war on the 
Confederate economy. In particular, he’ll know about the financial problems caused by the Confederacy’s inability to borrow money 
from outside sources and from the reluctance of the Confederate states to support it financially that was now resulting in rampant 
inflation.

• Jones is giving evidence that the impact of the Union’s “anaconda plan”, helped by the capture of New Orleans and the Mississippi 
Valley, is starting to impact of the availability of resources in the Confederacy.

• Living in Richmond, Jones will also be able to see the impact of the war on the people – he mentions that he has seen people looking 
hungry.

• His personal experience of the impact of the war effort is limited to an extent, as it would have been difficult to generalise about the 
experiences across the whole of the Confederacy from what had been witnessed by the author of this source on the streets of its 
capital city.

• Tone: Jones is despairing about the negative impacts of the war on the lives of people in the southern states, but it more optimistic, 
even jingoistic, about the prospects of the Confederacy if a bigger army can be raised to push the Union army back out of Confederate 
territory.

• What Jones does not mention is that the Confederacy is already struggling to recruit for its armies, as the principles of liberty on which 
the Confederacy was founded made it difficult to be able to enforce conscription.

Source B Tally Simpson, a Confederate soldier in Lee’s army, writing in a 
letter to his parents, after the Battle of Gettysburg (July 18, 1863)

Before this reaches you, you will have heard of the terrible battle 
of Gettysburg and the fate of a portion of our noble Army. I have a 
good deal of Pa’s nature – extremely hopeful. But I must confess 
that this is a gloomy period for the Confederacy. One month ago, 
our prospects were as bright as could well be conceived. However 
gallant Vicksburg, the Gibraltar of the West and the pride of the 
South, has fallen victim to a merciless foe.

A few weeks ago, General Lee had the finest army that ever 
was raised in ancient or modern times – and commanded by as 
patriotic and heroic officers as ever drew a sword in defence of 
liberty. But in an unfortunate hour and under disadvantageous 
circumstances, he attacked the enemy, and though he gained 
the advantage and held possession of the battlefield and even 
destroyed more of the foe than he lost himself, still our army lost 
heavily and is now in a poor condition for offensive operations.

It is estimated by some that this army has been reduced to at 
least one fifth its original strength. Charleston is closely beset, and 
I think must fall sooner or later. The fall of Vicksburg has caused 
me to lose confidence in something or somebody, I can’t say 
exactly which.

• Simpson is describing his feelings about Confederate defeat at Gettysburg, but also in context of the parallel defeat at Vicksburg in the 
western campaign.

• In context, these were serious defeats for the Confederacy. In the west, these defeats gave complete control of the Mississippi Valley to 
the Union and split the Confederacy in two. In the east, Gettysburg would be the last time that Lee’s army would campaign into Union 
territory.

• Simpson believes that Lee could do no wrong, yet it was his decisions that ultimately led to Confederate defeat, although he is more 
realistic about the scale of the defeat.

• Tone: Simpson is downbeat about the news of these defeats but is still patriotic about the Confederacy and disparaging towards the 
Union. However, it is clear that these events have knocked his confidence in the Confederacy’s ability to win. 

• While Simpson was correct that the Confederacy had seemed to have some advantages at the beginning of the summer of 1863, 
especially after victory at Chancellorsville, he underestimates Confederate casualties – 28,000 to the Union’s 23,000 – as Lee did not 
destroy more of his opponents than his own and one third of his total.

• The ultimate significance of these defeats would not have been apparent to Simpson. Meade was not to follow up on victory at 
Gettysburg and Grant still had considerable resistance to overcome in the western campaign.

• This is clearly a Confederate point of view from an eyewitness to the fighting at Gettysburg. As it is contained in a letter to his parents, 
it is likely to be more honest. He is demonstrating his private doubts whilst also echoing his public patriotism at the same time.
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Source C Resolutions of the North Carolina State Assembly passed in 
May 1864 and opposing the measures introduced by the Confederate 
Congress to strengthen the Southern war effort.

Resolved, that the people of North-Carolina view with deep 
concern and alarm every infraction of the Constitution by the 
Congress of the Confederate States, and this General Assembly 
doth, in their name, protest against such infractions.

Resolved, that the act of the same Congress, entitled ‘An act 
to organize forces to serve during the war,’ declaring all white 
men, residents of the Confederate States, between the ages of 
seventeen and fifty, to be in the military service and subjecting all 
the industrial pursuits of the country to military supervision and 
control is destructive of state sovereignty, and asserts power on 
the part of the Congress of the Confederate States to convert the 
Confederate government into a consolidated military despotism.

Resolved, that this General Assembly doth therefore request 
our Senators and Representatives in Congress to use their best 
endeavours to procure such modification of the draft act as shall 
secure the rights and preserve the integrity of the States of the 
Confederacy.

• In 1864, the Confederacy had belatedly imposed conscription to solve its manpower problems. Despite the fact that the Confederacy 
were struggling with the number of soldiers in its army, their soldiers were more experienced than the soldiers of the Union Army.

• 1864 was also a year of recruitment problems for the Union as well, as many of the contracts of the soldiers who had fought the first 
three years of the war were now due to expire.

• The issue that had angered the North Carolina State Assembly was the issue of states being forced to provide troops for the 
Confederate war effort, when it was state’s rights over federal control that was the reason for the creation of the Confederacy in the 
first place. Hence their complaint about the ‘infraction of the Constitution’ and that the Confederacy was falling to ‘military despotism’.

• Some historians have argued that it was the Confederacy’s unwillingness to take firmer control of its resources earlier in the war was 
one of the main reasons why its long term survival was doomed, and that while North Carolina was protesting against these newly 
imposed measures, they were to prove to be too little too late.

• Unwittingly, there is a contrast with how the war was being seen on the home front in the North at this point, where there was much 
more willingness to make sacrifices and do whatever was necessary to win the war.

• There is a stern underlying tone to this source – protesting ‘infractions’, decisions ‘destructive of state sovereignty’ and a warning that 
the Confederacy is becoming a ‘consolidated military despotism’.

• This response is limited to North Carolina which was not in the on the front line of the fighting in 1864 and where military 
contingencies seemed less urgent that they might have done in other states. This is also the public declaration made after the issue 
has been debated with no indication as to the difference of opinions amongst the state’s representatives.

• It is also important to note that the North Carolina State Assembly is recognising that some of these measures may be necessary for 
the survival of the Confederacy, hence them asking for a ‘moderation’ of the draft rather than it being ended.
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Keeping the question in mind, use the information above and identify similarities and differences between the sources. These may vary in number: you do not need to have an equal amount of 
each.

Similarities between the sources

Sources A and B demonstrate considerable patriotism towards the Confederacy, with Source A talking about the South being very capable of defeating the North and Source B including a reference to the 
Confederate Army as a “noble army”.

Issues with manpower are common to all of the sources – in Source A a need to recruit and build a bigger Confederate army is discussed. In Source B, the scale of casualties at Gettysburg is mentioned and in 
Source C there is a discussion about an attempt to conscript a Confederate army.

Sources A and C both focus on home front issues in the war, as opposed to Source B which is focused on the fighting.

There is an underlying gloom in Sources A and B, a feeling that things are not going well for the Confederacy – in Source A because of the shortages and the financial problems and in Source B because of the 
defeats to the Army.

Differences between the sources

Where Source A sees the need to raise a massive army for the South that would enable them to win the war, Source C shows how in the later years of the war there was resistance to the idea of a Confederate 
draft.

While Source A focuses on the negative effects of the war on the home front but with a desire to do what it takes to win the war, while Source C shows that at least one southern state was not prepared to do 
whatever it took.

Source A considers greater manpower to be the solution to the problems of the Confederacy, while Source B seems to consider it was the actions of the enemy not the quality of the army or its leadership that 
was the problem for the Confederacy.

While the author of Source B is arguing that the defeat at Gettysburg has weakened the Confederate army, the authors of Source C do not seem to see the size of an army as an issue, as they are not 
considering it in their opposition to conscription.

Now, considering the general context of the period, your analysis of the sources and their provenances, identification of the specific content and identification of similarities and differences 
outline and explain the value and limitations of the sources – both individually and collectively – to an historian studying the issue in the question. Again, these may vary in number: you do not 
need to have an equal amount of each.

 What is the value of the source or sources to an historian studying… Why is this a value? 
(include contextual material – specific or general – where necessary)

The value of Source A is that it shows that, even early on in the war, there was a significant impact on 
the home front in terms of shortages and rising prices. It also demonstrates that there was optimism 
that, with the right military conditions, the Confederacy might prevail.

This is important as it shows that even though the ‘anaconda plan’ had effectively cut the Confederacy 
off from the outside world with significant economic impact, there was still optimism that the South’s 
resources and manpower could be marshalled to enable the Confederacy to effectively fight its way 
to a victory. As difficult as these conditions were in the autumn of 1862, they continued to get worse 
throughout the rest of the war, until the ‘scorched earth’ campaigns of Generals Sheridan and Sherman 
put an end to any chance of the Confederacy effectively defending itself in 1864.

The value of Source B is that it shows the realisation that, by July 1863, things are not going well 
militarily for the Confederacy in both the eastern and western campaigns. It also shows how these 
events were viewed through the eyes of a patriotic soldier.

This is important as other Confederate soldiers and their leaders must have felt the same way, and yet 
their patriotism kept them fighting on. Gettysburg may have been a turning point in the war, but it was 
not an immediate breakthrough as Meade did not follow up his victory and press home his advantage. 
As with the victory at Vicksburg, it took a while for the importance of these events to have an effect 
on the course of the war.  The patriotic view was that the enemy was to blame for the defeat, not the 
mistakes made by the leaders of the Confederacy. 

Source C shows that, even after three years of war, there was still resistance to the idea of conscription 
and state control of industry to enable the Confederacy to be effectively defended.

This is of value as it is in stark contrast to what had been happening in the North, where President 
Lincoln had expanded the power of the federal government to direct men and materials into fighting 
the war on a scale that had not been achieved before. This source demonstrates a key Confederate 
weakness, that many states considered their own interests and their own freedoms, ahead of those of 
the Confederacy.
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Now, considering the general context of the period, your analysis of the sources and their provenances, identification of the specific content and identification of similarities and differences 
outline and explain the value and limitations of the sources – both individually and collectively – to an historian studying the issue in the question. Again, these may vary in number: you do not 
need to have an equal amount of each.

What are the limitations of the source or sources to an historian studying… Why is it a limitation? 
(include contextual material – specific or general – where necessary)

The major limitation to Source A is that it is limited in its perspective to a government official in 
the Confederate capital – it is difficult for him to know what conditions are like elsewhere in the 
Confederacy.

This limitation is important as the South was geographically large and varied, so it is impossible to know 
from this source alone how the rest of the Confederacy was being impacted by the war. However, while 
the source is focused mostly on the depravations of the people of Richmond, there are indications of 
the author of the source understanding of how this was impacting those in the countryside as well.

The main limitation of Source B is that its patriotic perspective distorts the extent of defeat at 
Gettysburg and also misunderstands the reasons for that defeat.

This is an important limitation as faith in Robert E. Lee and his decisions has blinded the author of 
Source B both to the extent of the defeat and to the reasons for it. Lee had a reputation as a military 
genius up to this point and as a result the men he commanded had a very high opinion of him. This 
defeat was a result of poor decisions on the part of Lee and would undermine how he was perceived by 
Union commanders, even if it did not have the same effect on his own men.

Source C is from the perspective of just one of the Confederate states, and one that at the time was 
further away from Union forces than some of the others were by this point.

As with Source A, it is impossible to generalise from this one source as to whether resistance to the 
draft was limited to just this state or across others. It was in deference to the rights of the states that 
President Jefferson Davis and his government had not tried to impose conscription and other controls, 
but they had grown increasingly desperate as a result of attrition on their armies and on their resources. 
This would soon lead to the invasion of the South by a number of different Northern armies that would 
eventually lead to the Confederacy’s surrender by 1865.

In summary, what is the value of these sources to an historian studying…

The overall value of these sources is that they give a Confederate perspective on the impact of the Civil War and they consider a wide range of issues – the shortages in Source A, the military defeat in Source B 
and resistance to more centralised control of the war effort in Source C. However, the patriotism for the Confederacy as a whole evident in Sources A and B contrasts with the loyalty to a specific state over the 
interests of the Confederacy reflected in Source C. The shortages and financial problems of 1862 had not prevented the Confederacy from maintaining a strong position into 1863 and the defeat at Gettysburg 
was more of a result of poor military decisions that were made by Lee and his advisers, who were not as perfect as the author of Source B seemed to believe. Despite the shortages and the military defeats that 
was evident in 1864, North Carolina was still prepared to put its principles before supporting the Confederate war effort.
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