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Timeline of events

Referendum held 
resulting in support 

for ending 
apartheid

Economic  
Sanctions lifted 

South Africa  
re-admitted as part 

of the United  
Nations 

CODESA begins to 
meet

As F. W. de Klerk’s white government  
accepted that change was essential for 
South Africa’s future representatives of all 
people in South Africa worked to establish 
a new constitution that would lead to the 
nation’s first truly democratic General  
Election in 1994.

Constitution - An agreed set of laws to rule the country.
 
Referendum - A vote given to decide the outcome of a single political question.
 
Amnesty - A pardon for crimes committed.
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Key Question 7: Why and when did the apartheid system end?
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◊ A conference, that started meeting in 
1991, was arranged for representatives of 
all political and racial groups within South 
Africa to discuss how the country would 
be governed in the future and to create a 
new constitution. 

◊ Both the PAC and right-wing white  
Conservative party boycotted the  
conference. 

◊ CODESA failed to find a solution to the 
problem of forming a constitution that 
would be acceptable to all South  
Africans. The talks were also difficult at 
times because of the violence that was 
erupting across South Africa.

◊ Votes were cast between 26 and 29 April 
1994 in the country’s first fully  
democratic General Election. 

◊ 16 million black South Africans were able 
to vote for the first time. 

◊ The results of the election were: ANC 
(62%) National Party (20%) Inkatha  
Freedom Party (10%). 

◊ As the ANC was the winning party its 
leader Nelson Mandela was elected  
President. 

◊ As the government of national unity was 
formed Thabo Mbeki and F.W. de Klerk 
were appointed as deputy presidents. 
Chief Buthelezi was appointed Minister of 
Home Affairs. 

◊ Nelson Mandela proved to be an  
inspirational leader and gained the  
support and respect of most black and 
white South Africans. 

◊ While the government seemed united 
it proved challenging to control. Inkatha 
and white extremists were unprepared to 
support the government on many issues.

◊ Following the collapse of CODESA in 1993 
the Multiparty Negotiating Forum (MPNF) 
was formed. The MPNF gathered all the 
main political parties in South Africa  
together including the PAC and  
Conservative party.  

◊ The National Party held a referendum for 
all white voters asking if they supported 
the reform process. An overwhelming 
majority of almost 70% supported the 
reform process. 

◊ Under the guidance mainly of the  
National Party and ANC, the MPNF  
finally agreed to an interim constitution 
for South Africa in November 1993 and 
set a date for a democratic General  
Election for April 1994. 

◊ In response to South Africa’s efforts to demolish the apartheid system nations worldwide began 
to accept South Africa back into the international community. 

◊ Economic Sanctions were lifted in 1993. 

◊ South Africa could return to sporting and cultural events and activities that had been boycotted 
previously. 

◊ International companies began to invest in business and trade opportunities offered by South 
Africa again. 

◊ South Africa was re-admitted to the United Nations General Assembly in 1994.

◊ The Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) was created in 1995. Its aim, under 
the leadership of Bishop Desmond Tutu, 
was to uncover the truth about human 
rights violations that occurred in South 
Africa under apartheid.  

◊ The TRC held hearings based on over 
20,000 statements and had the power to 
grant amnesty to people who had  
committed human rights violations. 

◊ The hearings were broadcasted on  
television and radio so that all South  
Africans could witness the proceedings. 

◊ Although the TRC was largely seen as a 
success, some black South Africans were 
unhappy that people who admitted to 
past crimes were not punished. 

◊ The TRC was an important step in ending 
the apartheid system as it gave both black 
and white South Africans an opportunity 
to confess past wrongdoings.

Truth and Reconciliation Commission
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