
A-level Geography Knowledge Organiser
Specialised Concept 10: RESILIENCE

Thinking like a geographer about... RESILIENCE
1. Why might some people and places show less resilience than others following an earthquake or 

volcanic eruption?

2. What steps might a business take to increase its resilience in the event of another future 
      pandemic? 

How far do you agree with the following statements?

• ‘People who live in hazardous areas today are less resilient than the people who lived there in the 
past.’

• ‘In an increasingly risky world, it is the responsibility of governments to make sure that all of its 
citizens become more resilient.’ 

 

Concept connections

Changing places
External economic or political factors sometimes lead to structural changes and rising 
unemployment in some cities. The most resilient cities are those which successfully manage 
changes, for example through regeneration, reimaging and rebranding.
Water and carbon cycles
Some ecosystems recover more quickly than others from drought or other challenges: in 
other words, they are more resilient.
Tectonic hazards
Many different factors—including levels of wealth and preparedness—affect the resilience of 
populations living in tectonically active areas. 

 

 

• Resilience is an ability to ‘bounce back’ after some sort of shock, disruption or disaster. Resilient 
      behaviour can be seen in societies and also natural environments - people can be resilient, and so 
      too can plants! With proper planning, resilience is something that can be developed and 
      strengthened at varying scales. Individuals, businesses, institutions, cities, governments and 
      countries can all manage themselves in ways that decrease recovery time following a crisis. This is 
      also called ‘capacity building’.

• Resilience is all about being able to resume ‘business as usual’ operations as quickly as possible. 
      Often, the best way to achieve this is through careful preparation. Provided a risk is anticipated, it 
      can be planned for. When it comes to environmental hazards, this could mean constructing 
      buildings to resist earthquakes or flood damage. It may surprise you to learn that hairdressing salons 
      are highly resilient businesses when it comes to flooding. They typically have tiled floors, not carpet 
      (so hair can be swept easily). Electricity sockets are positioned at waist height—for ease of use when 
      drying hair.  A flooded hairdressing salon may therefore not suffer much permanent damage. The 
      result is a resilient business that can re-open when flood waters subside.

• Societies also need management strategies that help make people, places and institutions more 
      resilient in relation to the growing number of economic and social risks that globalisation, and the 
      global shift of economic activity, have created. The Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted the 
      vulnerability of companies - and, in turn, the societies who depend on them - to supply chain 
      disruption. Many national governments faced shortages of personal protection equipment (PPE), such as facemasks, because those items were not manufactured domestically. As a 
      result, businesses and governments are now modifying their supply chains and systems in ways which reduce risks and instead promote resilience. Domestic manufacturing of vitally 
      important items, such as PPE, is one way of doing it. This is known as the ‘re-shoring’ of manufacturing activity.  

• Re-shoring is an example of managed retreat from a risky environment. It is one of three different types of risk response that feature in the A-level Geography course (refer to the diagram). 
Together, these strategies provide a ‘risk management roadmap’ for individuals and societies who want to build resilience.
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• Avoid risk altogether e.g. no building 
near coast

• ‘De-globalise’ business operations by 
reducing overseas investment

• Be aware of where risks lie and 
plan ahead e.g. build flood 
defences

• Design supply chains with 
back-up suppliers

• Reduce greehouse gas emissions 
(which could lead to even more 
extreme weather events)


