
A-level Geography Knowledge Organiser
Specialised Concept 7: INTERDEPENDENCE

Thinking like a geographer about…  INTERDEPENDENCE
1. What is the difference between interconnectivity and interdependence?
2. Why might some individuals and societies view greater interdependence as a bad 

thing?

How far do you agree with the following statements?

• ‘Before modern globalisation, very few places or societies were truly interdependent.’
• ‘In the future, people and societies will become even more interdependent.’
• ‘The concept of interdependence is more relevant to physical geography than it is to 

human geography.’ 

Concept connections
Changing places
Different places and regions often have interdependent relations. A town may rely on workers 
who commute there from surrounding rural areas. In turn, rural people need the town’s services.    
Global governance
Globalisation has led to greater interdependence between people and places in a wide range of 
ways.
Water and carbon cycles 
In the carbon cycle, vegetation biomass depends on a healthy soil for continued nutrient 
uptake. Equally, a healthy soil requires inputs of nutrients returned from the biomass via the 
litter store. Vegetation and soils are dependent on each other for continued good health. 

 
• Interdependence means ‘relations of mutual reliance between different things or people’. 
      In other words, it’s about people, places or countries who support and need each other.  
      Becoming interdependent involves more than simply being connected. 

• The diagram shows economic, social, political and environmental dimensions of 
      interdependency. In each case, countries have become mutually reliant on one another for 
      their own continued survival. 

• One view is that greater interdependence is an inevitable consequence of globalisation. 
      Government agreements have helped lower import taxes. According to economic theory, 
      trade deals encourage specialisation - and thus greater interdependence - as follows:

1. In a large free market (like the EU), strong companies may prosper at the expense 
                  of weaker ones. 

2. For example, Country A’s insurance companies could go out of business because 
                  of superior insurance services offered by Country B. Meanwhile, Country A may be 
                  home to a thriving carmaker which expands its business into Country B. 

3. Both populations can buy better cars and insurance services than before, but they 
are now dependent on one another for all of their needs to be met.

• In recent years, interdependence has become an important idea in politics. Conflict and 
      tension over what it means to be interdependent can help explain why the UK left the 
      European Union, for example. At heart, the EU aims to build mutually dependent and 
      beneficial relations between its member countries. Political interdependence, as the 
      argument goes, builds peace and prosperity. This is important for a continent that found 
      itself at war twice during the twentieth century. Many of the people who voted ‘remain’ in 
      2016 in the UK Brexit referendum support this positive view of EU membership and 
      interdependence. In contrast, ‘leavers’ were sceptical of the arguments, or believed the 
      costs of EU membership were genuinely too high, especially in relation to national 
      sovereignty (this means remaining free to make all your own decisions).

Economic            
interdependence

• Due to global 
trade, many 
countries are 
no longer self-
sufficient in 
producing vital 
commodities 
that they need.

• Instead, states 
may specialise 
in producing 
certain things 
but not others 
(such as  vital 
food, water or oil 
supplies).

• Countries have 
thus become 
mutually reliant 
on trading with 
one another.

Social 
interdependence

• Remittances 
sent back by 
migrants to 
their source 
country may 
help their 
families to pay 
for education 
and health.

• In turn, migrants 
often contribute 
to the health 
and education 
of the host 
country e.g. NHS 
workers.

• Migration has 
therefore led to 
both countries 
becoming 
socially reliant 
on one another.

Political 
interdependence

• The growth of  
global forms 
of governance 
has meant that 
most countries 
now belong 
to multiple 
trade blocs or 
supra-national 
institutions.

• NATO is a military 
alliance whose 30 
members depend 
on one another 
for continued 
security. This is 
a good example 
of political 
interdependence.

Environmental   
interdependence

• All countries 
      depend on the 
      continuing good    
      health of the 
      global commons, 
      especially the 
      oceans and 
      atmosphere.

• There is a shared 
      need to tackle 
      climate change 
      and ocean plastic 
      pollution.

• Every country is 
      relying on the 
      cooperation of 
      other countries.


