
A-level Geography Knowledge Organiser
Specialised Concept 5: IDENTITY

Thinking like a geographer about… IDENTITY

1. What are the main physical and human ingredients of place identity?
2. Why might national identities become more, and not less, important over time 

because of globalisation and global flows?

How far do you agree with the following statements?

• ‘The identity of a place depends mainly on its physical characteristics, not human 
characteristics.’ 

• ‘It is impossible to stop place identities from changing over time.’

Concept connections
Changing places
Places have unique identities that are shaped and re-shaped over time by physical 
and human forces, including connections with other places. These identities may be used as a 
basis for rebranding. 
Global governance
Global flows such as migration can link countries together in beneficial ways but may also lead 
to changes in cultural identity. Migration policies are sometimes linked with national identity 
issues.
Changing landscapes 
Coastal and glacial landforms have unique features that help us to identify them. 
Landforms are often characterised as having ‘erosional’ or ’depositional’ identities. 

 

 

• Identity is a key contemporary idea. At the same time where globalisation has brought places closer together, so too are people reacting against the global forces that threaten to sweep 
      away their own unique sense of who they are. You see it in the way over 70 million US citizens threw their support behind Donald Trump’s promise to ‘make America great again’. 
      Identity issues lie behind political challenges to the European Union, such as the successful 2016 Brexit campaign. A strong sense of identity is also at the heart of calls for Welsh and 
      Scottish independence. 

• Black Lives Matter and #MeToo are transnational identity movements that call for an end to injustices surrounding race and gender - key markers of personal and group identity. There 
      is also a view that shrinking-world technologies have caused many people to become preoccupied with the way they construct and ‘curate’ their own identity on platforms like Instagram. 
      
• As these examples show us, geographers use the concept of identity at a variety of spatial scales:   

            1.    At the personal or individual scale, identity is a reflection of how people see themselves. 
            2.   At the local neighbourhood or larger city scale, there are many aspects of place identity. These are shown in the diagram. Cities usually have strong economic and cultural identities 
                  which are rooted in their industrial history (think of Sheffield’s historical links with the steel industry, or South Wales’ coal-mining past).
            3.   At the national scale, issues of identity are often linked with the idea of sovereignty. This mean being able to govern oneself while remaining free of anyone else’s power and control. 
                  In the eyes of many citizens, sovereignty is a vital part of national identity. 

• Diversity is an associated idea which is closely linked with identity. A diverse community is one where the ethnic (or other) 
      identity of citizens is heterogeneous (varied) - rather than uniform (homogeneous).  

• Identity is not fixed. Personal or group identities develop in new ways over time. You may self-identify in ways your younger 
      self would not recognise (think of your current hobbies, likes and personal image). Similarly, national cultures evolve over 
      time. A good example of this is the way that Christian worship, music and singing play a smaller role than they used to in 
      contemporary Welsh and English culture. Another example is the way both countries have become more multicultural as 
      a result of migration. 

• The concept of identity features in physical geography too. In landscape studies (of coasts or glaciers), we use taxonomies 
      (classification schemes). For example, you will have been taught the ‘main features’ of key landforms. In particular, their 
      classification as either ‘erosional’ or ‘depositional’ features is a very important part of landform identity.
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