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Specialised Concept 4: GLOBALISATION

Thinking like a geographer about… GLOBALISATION
1. Which global flow makes the most important contribution to globalisation, and why?
2. Why might perspectives differ on whether or not globalisation is a good thing?
3. How globalised is your own personal lifestyle?

How far do you agree with the following statements?

• ‘The golden age of globalisation has ended because of Covid-19.’
• ‘Every society on Earth has benefited from globalisation in one way or another.’
• ‘People should worry more about the negative impacts of globalisation instead of the negative 

impacts of climate change.’

Concept connections

Global governance
Globalisation has accelerated the growth of global systems and flows of people, 
ideas, money and trade.
Changing places
The characteristics of local places are shaped by global flows which connect them 
with other places and people. Places are affected positively and negatively by glo-
balisation.
Water and carbon cycles
Globalisation has fostered increased economic activity at a planetary scale. One 
result is increased greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

 

• Globalisation is a big idea. Of all the Geography A-level specialised concepts, this one perhaps 
      takes the most unpacking. Globalisation is a set of linked processes: there are economic, social, 
      political and cultural processes of change — all with corresponding outcomes — to think about. 
      Linked with these changes are a whole series of enabling ‘global flows’. There are flows of people, 
      ideas, information, money and commodities to consider. These flows are sometimes linked 
      together: economic transactions are often accompanied by cultural exchanges (for example, when
      someone in Asia buys and watches a Hollywood movie on Amazon).

• Globalisation divides opinion: some people and politicians (so-called ‘globalists’) view it a good thing, whereas others are less sure or openly reject the claim that globalisation is making 
     the world a better place. Ex-US President Trump was a vocal opponent of certain aspects of globalisation. The ‘Leave’ campaign during the 2016 Brexit referendum has been portrayed 
     as an anti-global (and pro-native) political movement. 

• Globalisation is criticised by its own supporters sometimes. Charities and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) such as Amnesty International and Oxfam may support ideas such as 
‘global citizenship’ and ‘thinking globally’. However, they are critical of the harsh conditions that supply chain workers often endure (‘sweatshops’) and the gross economic inequalities that 
globalisation has given rise to.

• When we think about global inequality, it is important to recognise that globalisation has not necessarily made any countries poorer than they were before either. Many previously 
      low-income countries have developed into emerging economies in recent years. India and China are good examples: in both cases, these are countries that opened their doors to global 
      investors. However, some other countries have grown at a much slower rate. Current disparities in income and wealth between people in the poorest countries and the planet’s wealthiest 
      1% (especially the world’s 3,000 billionaires) have never been greater. In conclusion, the very poor have stayed that way while the very rich have become fabulously rich.

• Globalisation, as we used to know it, may now be a thing of the past. The 2008 global financial crisis, the Covid-19 pandemic and ’populist’ political movements (including so-called 
      Trumpism) have combined to put the brakes on flows of people and some forms of trade. 

• However, flows of data multiplied in size during lockdown in 2020 and 2021: there is no sign of reduced global internet use! Rather than saying that globalisation is over, a more sensible 
     argument may be that it has entered a new phase. Digital sales and social networking are replacing physical movement of people and trade as the driving force behind further 
     globalisation and global systems growth.
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