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Component 3 

 
Critical and Analytical Response in Writing 

 
The skills assessed in the Critical and Analytical Response in Writing paper are language 
(AO3) and content (AO4). 
 
AO3  
 
For AO3 a successful response is one in which the candidate can clearly manipulate 
language accurately using a range of lexis and structure.       
 
AO4 
 
For AO4 a successful critical and analytical response is one which will clearly demonstrate 
that the candidate is able to select relevant material, present and justify points of view, 
develop arguments, draw conclusions based on understanding and evaluate issues, themes 
and cultural and social contexts related to the works studied. 
 

The Marking Grid for the Critical and Analytical Response in Writing 
 

 
 
 

 
 



                                                                                                                                            
Les Films 

 
Exercise 1: Using the marking grid for the Critical and Analytical Response in Writing task identify 
the marks you would award for AO3 and AO4 for the following essay on the film Au Revoir les 
Enfants.  
 
Quels sont le rôle et l’importance de la religion dans le film « Au Revoir les Enfants » ? 
Justifiez votre réponse.  (June 2019, Question 22) 
 

 



                                                                                                                                            

 

 



                                                                                                                                            
 

 

Principal Examiner’s Comments and Marks Awarded 

Marks for AO3: 8/10 

In terms of accuracy the essay is written, for the most part, in good flowing French. The vocabulary 
used for the film and its issues is used with confidence and there are only a few errors. 

Marks for AO4: 8/10 

This essay does not have a good introduction. Indeed, the first five lines are merely scene setting.  

The paragraph beginning “Jean Bonnet est un des Juifs qui sont ……” deals directly with the theme 
of religion and with the addition of a few words would have been a good focussed introduction. The 
paragraph explores the question well and analyses the lack of awareness of Judaism and the 
incipient antisemitism which becomes a central theme in the film.  The final three lines should have 
been inserted later in the essay. 

The third paragraph deals with Catholicism and explores its importance to the children, their families 
and le Père Jean. Again, the last three lines should have been inserted later in the essay. 

In paragraph four the friendship between the two boys is highlighted and keeps to the theme of 
religion.  

The concluding paragraph has some repeated ideas which no not add any justification. If the above 
examples regarding Jean and le Père Jean had been inserted here and the paragraph re-shaped 
(using fewer words) that would have formed a solid and well-considered conclusion. 

Total Marks: 16/20 

 

 

 Principal Examiner Top Tip 
 
The introduction of the essay should be short and relevant to the question set. Indeed, the 
core of the candidate’s argument might be stated in a single sentence. A preamble giving 
background information about the film is not necessary. Candidates, who write long 
introductions giving information, for example about the cast, the director, the author, the 
historical context (unless relevant), or the date the film was released are merely wasting both 
time and words. Candidates should also resist the urge to use a pre-learnt paragraph for 
their introduction. A good approach for candidates to take whilst writing their essay during 
the examination (and when writing essays in class or for homework) would be to regularly 
refer back to their introduction to check that what they are writing in their essay is exactly 
what they have said they would do in their introduction. 



                                                                                                                                            
 

Exercise 2: Using the marking grid for the Critical and Analytical Response in Writing task identify 
the marks you would award for AO3 and AO4 for the following essay on the film Intouchables.  
 
Analysez comment on représente les stéréotypes dans le film « Intouchables ». Justifiez votre 
réponse. (June 2019, Question 14) 
 

 

 



                                                                                                                                            

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                            
 

Principal Examiner’s Comments and Marks Awarded 

Marks for AO3: 7/10 

This essay displays a good knowledge of grammatical structure and most verbs are correct, although 
an infinitive form is used instead of a 3rd person singular. There are some errors in genders and 
adjectival agreements of commonly known words. There are several other minor linguistic errors. 

Marks for AO4: 7/10 

The opening paragraph is a description of the two characters and not an introduction to the question 
set. There is a lot of “story telling” and recounting of the plot which, although relevant to the question, 
does not offer an in-depth analysis. There is some attempt to analyse the culture and society of the 
film and the events of the film are well known. Supporting evidence is used to express views and 
ideas. 

Total Marks: 14/20 

 

 
 
Principal Examiner Top Tip 
 
Candidates should be made aware that post writing checking is not an additional extra, but an 
integral part of essay writing. Such checking could boost the candidate’s mark if done properly. 
Candidates should allow time for checking during the duration of the exam. Good practice 
would include a number of read throughs with a different focus/different focusses each time. 
These should focus on: 

• word count 
• accurate spelling and punctuation (especially of characters’ names and place names 

and of familiar and subject-specific vocabulary) 
• verbs – subject/verb agreement, tense, negatives 
• singular/plural nouns, adjectival agreements, gender 
• checking for repetition of ideas or vocabulary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                            
 

Exercise 3: Using the marking grid for the Critical and Analytical Response in Writing task identify the 
marks you would award for AO3 and AO4 for the following essay on the film Les Choristes.  
 
Quels sont le rôle et l’importance de Clément Mathieu dans le film ? Justifiez votre réponse. 
(June 2019, Question 15) 
 

 

 
 



                                                                                                                                            

 



                                                                                                                                            
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                            
 
 

Principal Examiner’s Comments and the Marks Awarded 

Marks for AO3: 8/10 

This essay is written in the appropriate style and register and idiomatic language is used to good 
effect. The vocabulary for writing a discursive essay is displayed with good use of appropriate 
phrases e.g. « en revanche », « en outre ». The use of the subjunctive is inconsistent but there is a 
very good example of past participle agreement with the preceding direct object. There are some 
careless errors with spelling and genders. 

Marks for AO4: 7/10 

The essay focuses on the role of Clément Mathieu but there is some re-telling of the plot and the 
essay is sometimes descriptive. There is good use of evidence from the film to support views and 
ideas, but the concluding paragraph is just a list of previous information. There is some analysis and 
evaluation of issues in the film and of the society and culture therein. 

Total Marks: 15/20 

 

 

 Principal Examiner Top Tip 
 

The concluding paragraph of the essay should be short, and should use phrases such as  
“En conclusion ……”, “Pour conclure ……” or “En bref …… ”. These should lead to a brief 
summing up of the main points about the question set. As a rule of thumb, no new ideas 
should be introduced here. Including new ideas at this stage suggests bad planning and 
muddled thinking on behalf of the candidate. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                            
 

La Littérature 
 

Exercise 1: Using the marking grid for the Critical and Analytical Response in Writing task 
identify the marks you would award for AO3 and AO4 for the following essay on the novel 
Le Silence de la Mer.  
 

      Analysez l’importance du symbolisme dans « Le Silence de la Mer ». Justifiez votre  
     réponse.  (June 2019, Question 10) 
 
           

 



                                                                                                                                            

 
 



                                                                                                                                            

  

 



                                                                                                                                            

 

 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                                                                                                                                            
Principal Examiner’s Comments and the Marks Awarded 

Marks for AO3: 7/10 

The introduction has some mis-spellings which leads to ambiguity. The style is somewhat 
“anglicised”. Paragraph 2 contains minor errors, but verbs are mostly secure, although there are 
errors sometimes with second verb infinitive. The third paragraph « en même temps …… » shows 
good style and grammatical knowledge, despite some minor errors. From L’histoire de Werner …… 
onwards, basic errors occur.  

Marks for AO4: 6/10 

Apart from a clumsy introduction the essay starts well, focussing on the question set. However, in the 
section beginning “En même temps ………” there is information which is not relevant to the title 
(details about the Occupation). The essay is inconclusive and one of the main aspects for analysis 
within the question “la Belle et la Bête” is inserted at the end almost as an afterthought. There is a 
long passage appended at the end of the essay. This is very descriptive and contains material not 
relevant to the question set (Werner’s visit to Paris). Although the main points are covered the essay 
lacks some organisation and clarity and ideas are repeated. Analysis is sometimes replaced by 
description and is not always supported by evidence pertinent to the question.   

Total Marks: 13/20 

 

 

 

 Principal Examiner Top Tip 
  

Candidates need to plan their essay before they commence to ensure that they keep on task 
and focus on the question set. Good planning gives shape and a sense of direction to a 
candidate’s essay and enables him/her to access the higher mark bands of the mark 
scheme. A well-planned essay has a clear beginning, a middle (where ideas are developed) 
and an end. Good use of paragraphs also help the candidate to communicate his/her 
thoughts effectively.  

Candidates should remember that their response should be around 300 words in length. 
Any shorter and a candidate may, for example, find it difficult to demonstrate a range of lexis 
and structures for AO3 and be unable to develop ideas and arguments fully for AO4. If the 
essay exceeds the word count suggested then the essay risks drifting off into irrelevance. It 
should be remembered that the Principal Examiner designs questions which can be 
answered in an essay of around 300 words. 

 

 



                                                                                                                                            
 
Exercise 2: Using the marking grid for the Critical and Analytical Response in Writing task 
identify the marks you would award for AO3 and AO4 for the following essay on the novel 
No et Moi.  
 
Analysez et expliquez l‘importance de la famille dans No et Moi. 
(June 2018, Question 1) 
 

 

 



                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                            
Principal Examiner’s Comments and the Marks Awarded 

Marks for AO3: 3/10 
 
Throughout the essay there are many basic errors which affect the accuracy and understanding. 
There is evidence of thinking in English and limited idiomatic knowledge. The candidate confuses 
caractère and personnage. In the paragraph commencing “Aussi une charactere s’appelle ……” 
there are anglicised structures. 
 

Marks for AO4: 4/10 

The essay shows a superficial knowledge of the text and there is some supporting evidence. There is 
limited analysis but some points of view are expressed. The poor quality of the French greatly affects 
the overall performance. In the paragraph commencing “Une autre exemple ……” the candidate does 
attempt to analyse No's situation. The conclusion is very difficult to understand both in content and 
linguistic structure. 

Total Marks: 7/20 

 

 

 Principal Examiner Top Tip 
 
 A high scoring essay will have many points which are well supported by evidence from the  
 text. The candidate’s essay must always be focussed on answering one or more   
 specific points related to the question set in a way that relies on a disciplined close analysis   
 of selected features of the set text. A candidate should always refer to passages in his/her   
 essay which demonstrate or support his/her argument(s).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                            
 

Exercise 3: Using the marking grid for the Critical and Analytical Response in Writing task 
identify the marks you would award for AO3 and AO4 for the following essay on the novel 
Boule de Suif et autre contes de guerre. 

Analysez l’importance du patriotisme dans le livre et justifiez votre réponse. 
(June 2018, Question 12) 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                            
 

 

 



                                                                                                                                            

 

 

Principal Examiner’s Comments and the Marks Awarded 

Marks for AO3: 9/10 

This essay has a wide range of structure and idiom with just a few minor errors. Vocabulary is 
relevant and accurately used. The paragraph commencing “Werner veut que ……”  is a well-
constructed paragraph with consistently accurate manipulation of French.   
 

Marks for AO4: 9/10 

There is clear evaluation of the issues and themes in the text and the candidate has made very good 
use of relevant supporting evidence. The paragraph commencing “Premièrement ……” analyses the 
reactions and resistance of "l'oncle" and "la nièce". The conclusion of paragraph two moves the 
essay into the next stage of development. Paragraph 3 has a good well-developed analysis of 
Werner's attitude, well supported by evidence from the text. Paragraph four has a detailed 
appreciation and analysis of "le patriotisme" and "la résistance" with well-drawn and relevant 
references. The candidate has concluded the essay well in a concise and relevant manner.  

Total Marks: 18/20 

 



                                                                                                                                            
 

 

 Principal Examiner Top Tips 
  
Candidates could use the following key question words as a framework when planning their   
essay: 
 a) For context – Qui ? Quand ? Où ? Comment ? Combien ? 

 b) For analysis – Pourquoi ? Quoi ? À quel point ? 

 c) For evaluation – Quelles sont les conséquences ? Quels sont les effets ?   

 

     Reference exemplar material of candidate responses, Principal Examiner commentaries for   
    Component 3 as well as the examination papers used as part of the CPD sessions are available     
    via the WJEC secure website www.wjecservices.co.uk. The commentaries are very useful as a  
    point of reference. The files are entitled “Eduqas A level French CPD 2019.zip”  and  
    “Eduqas A level  French Webinar 2018.zip”.  

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.wjecservices.co.uk/
https://www.wjecservices.co.uk/download.asp?docnum=190929&section=0
https://www.wjecservices.co.uk/download.asp?docnum=183365&section=0

