
Analysing texts 

 Before answering:

1. Read the question carefully and 
highlight what you are being 
asked to analyse/comment on (see 
example questions). There will be 
a very SPECIFIC focus rather than 
a general analysis of persuasion.

2. Read the WHOLE text or passage 
chronologically and highlight 
things which the writer has 
included to make you see things 
from their perspective.

3. Try to highlight a RANGE of 
different techniques which are 
used by the writer.

4. REVISIT the question to ensure 
the areas you have highlighted are 
relevant. 

 Text analysis questions aim 
to test a reader’s ability to:

• comment on the words and 
phrases used by a writer 

• consider the reasons why specific 
words, phrases and techniques 
have been selected

• think about how a writer 
may manipulate our feelings/ 
perspective.

 When writing your answer:

• if including an introduction to link to the 
question – make it very brief

• only comment on areas that are relevant to 
the question you have been asked

• focus on the keywords from the question and 
keep referring to them

• be conservative with your explanations so you 
cover a wider range of points

• do not repeat yourself – if a writer uses a 
technique try to deal with it in one go rather 
than continually mentioning the same thing

• work through the whole text chronologically so 
you do not overlook valuable ideas

• this will be a higher tariff question so spend 
enough time on your answer.

 TOP TIP:

‘How’ questions require you to focus on the whole 
text. Where relevant you can comment on a 
writer’s techniques, structure, text organisation, 
pictures, tone and sentence construction. 

Make sure you do not overlook the words 
and phrases selected by the writer. Many 
candidates are so focused on the techniques 
that they forget to comment on what is being 
said. 

Checklist for improving your answer:

 Have you used evidence to support your answer?

 Have you responded to the focus of the question?

 Have you commented on a range of techniques, details and 
language? 

 Does your answer include a range of points from across the 
whole text? 

 Examples of questions which focus on analysis:

How does Text D try to persuade people that oversleeping  
can be dangerous?        [10]

How does the writer try to persuade us that social media  
can be an unpleasant part of modern life?    [10]

How does the writer persuade the reader to choose a  
holiday in Wales?        [10]

How does the writer persuade us that it is easy to reduce  
our use of plastic?        [10]

How does Text D try to persuade the reader that swimming  
is good for everyone?        [8]

 How to answer concisely:

Link similar quotations together: “the writer uses … and … to 
persuade us…”

Get to the point quickly: “it is easy to… because… the writer 
suggests…”

Quotes must make sense but keep them brief. Never use … in a 
quotation and then miss out the important information. 

Work out your sentence before you commit pen to paper and keep 
it focused when writing.  


