
Comparison 

 Before answering:

1. Check which texts you are being 
asked to compare.  Be sure that 
you know which ones they are.

2. Underline the key words in the 
question.  You are likely to be 
asked to compare with a specific 
focus in mind – what is it?  

3. Be sure that you understand the 
focus of the question.

4. Go through the texts and highlight 
any evidence that you will use in 
your answer.

5. Remind yourself of the focus of 
the question. Make sure your 
evidence and points will provide a 
clear answer to that focus.

 Comparison questions aim 
to test a reader’s ability to:

• compare two or more different 
texts

• consider the similarities and 
differences between the texts

• sustain a focus on the question 
and stated area for comparison.

 When writing your answer:

• always make it clear which text you are 
referring to

• support all points with evidence from the text

• keep the focus of the question firmly in mind – 
reuse the words of the question to frame your 
answer if you need something to help you stay 
focused

• keep an eye on your timing – this will be a 
higher tariff question so make sure you have 
left enough time for completion

• you may not have the same amount to say 
about each text but makes sure you try to give 
reasonably even consideration to all texts

 TOP TIP: Avoid general comparison of 
the texts:

You are unlikely to be asked to compare two or 
more articles as a whole.

Don’t give a general comparative overview of each 
text’s position, the way they communicate their 
viewpoint or the way they are presented UNLESS 
you are asked to.

Nail your comparative points firmly to the focus 
given in the question.

 Structure of answer:

Both of the following approaches are valid:

1. Write an answer that integrates your points throughout – making 
comparisons as you go.

OR

2. Write an answer that looks at one text initially and then examines the 
other text whilst making comparative points.

 Examples of previous comparison questions:

Look at Text D and Text E. Compare and contrast what is said about 
people who use foodbanks.

Look at Text D and Text E. Compare what the two texts say about the 
amount of plastic that is thrown away each year.

Compare what the writers of Text C, Text D and Text E say about beaches 
in Wales.

Text D and Text E are about voluntourism. Compare and contrast the 
writers’ experiences of volunteering abroad.

Compare what the writers of Text D and Text E say about what a person 
should do to get a healthy amount of sleep.

Compare what the writers of Text D and Text E say about the effects of 
Fairtrade on the famers and workers who work for Fairtrade groups.

Checklist for improving your answer:

 Have you used evidence to support your answer?

 Have you responded to the focus of the question?

 Have you considered points from all of the necessary texts?

 Have you made it clear which text you are referring to?

 Useful compare and contrast connectives:

on the other hand, like, similarly, yet, both, although, unlike, in contrast, whereas, 
likewise, instead, conversely, while, however, as well as, alternatively 


