
Select from the designated list: 

samples of 

whole 
poems or 

extracts 

between 14 

and 20 lines 

long covering 

the range. 

Refer to past 

papers for 

examples.
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In the texts you have selected :
• check the meaning of all unusual words (e.g. “odoriferous” in ‘Love’s Alchemy’)
• identify images and patterns (e.g. “weaned”, “sucked” and “childishly” in ‘The Good Morrow’)
• consider the tone of language choices and the significance of punctuation (e.g. “For God’s sake hold your tongue, and let me love,” in ‘The Canonization’ or “But, O, it must be burnt. Alas the fire/ Of lust and envy burnt it heretofore,” in ‘Holy Sonnet V’)• try to judge implicit mood and attitude – e.g. passionate; disdainful; fearful; humble; sincere; humorous; devotional and so on• see if there is evidence of ironic intention (re-read ‘The Flea’ in this light).
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Take one of the samples you have 

selected and consider the different 

angles from which it might be 

approached. Under the heading 

“Analyse the ways in which 

Donne presents…” You could also 

build upon this list as far as you 

can:

• romantic love

• religious devotion

• self-reproach

• fear
• faith and hope

• complex ideas

• disappointment.
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Choose two topics from your list of approaches and write the first 100 words of a response to both. Take careful note of the ways in which you shape your response differently but relevantly (from the very start) in each case. If you have a study partner ask for comments on your work. If you are working alone, leave your responses for 24 hours and then see what improvements you could make.
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Do 
• start directly and relevantly
• look for patterns of language and imagery• make and support points succinctly• use technical terminology for economy and to demonstrate understanding/appreciation• take care with your expression and judge the impact of your own language. For instance, see how important well-chosen adverbs are in the following: “Donne mischievously suggests the sun has better things to do…” or “Donne’s reference to ‘mummy possessed’ angrily/arrogantly/haughtily dismisses the idea of intelligence in females.”

Don’t 
• start at the first line and work through• write descriptively or narratively
• write lengthy and redundant introductions e.g. “ This poem written in the seventeenth century by the clergyman, John Donne in memory of his deceased wife...”
• make extended references to context• try to take account of other readings• use overlong quotations or copy out large portions of the text
• use technical terms descriptively and for their own sake.
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