
Knowledge Organiser: The Bible

THE BIBLE

The Bible is the holy book for Christians. The word ‘bible’ 
comes from the Greek word ‘biblia’ meaning ‘books’. 
Therefore, the Bible is a library of books; it is a collection 
of 72 books written by over 40 different authors. For 
Catholics, the Bible is the revealed Word of God. God 
communicates with his people through the words in the 
Bible, and one can learn more about the history of their 
religion and the will of God through reading it. The Bible 
is used in Mass every day during the Liturgy of the Word, 
and is a source of authority for those needing help and 
advice.

KEY CONCEPTS
BIBLE The collection of writings which Christians believe 

to be revealed by God, made up of the Old and 
New Testaments.

JUDGEMENT The belief that God will judge whether or not 
humans are worthy to enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven.

ADVENT The season of awaiting Christ’s coming; the four 
Sundays’ preparation for the season of Christmas.

LENT The forty-day season of fasting, prayer and 
preparation leading up to Easter.

REVELATION God making himself known to humankind; for 
instance, through the Bible.

LITURGICAL YEAR The annual cycle of seasons and feasts based 
around the mysteries of Christ. It begins with 
Advent, and ends with the feast of Christ the King.

CONSCIENCE The knowledge we have of what is right and 
wrong, and the God-given compulsion within all 
human beings to do right and to avoid evil.

STATIONS OF THE 
CROSS

Fourteen or fifteen drawings that let worshippers 
follow the milestones of Christ’s journey on the 
day of his crucifixion.

EPIPHANY The feast celebrating the revelation of the 
Incarnation. Celebrated on the twelfth and final 
day of Christmas, it is a celebration of the visit of 
the Magi to the baby Jesus.

PILGRIMAGE A journey of religious significance to a holy site or 
shrine. A Catholic may also regard their journey 
through life itself as a pilgrimage.

PURGATORY The process of being purified of sin before uniting 
with God in heaven.

CONFESSIONALS A place within a Catholic church, where a priest sits 
to hear confessions. This is where the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation takes place.

Absolute Law

For Catholics, the Bible contains the complete 
teachings needed for a person to think and act 
in the world as God wants them to. The word 
testament means an agreement or statement 
of belief. There are two testaments in the Bible: 
Old and New. The Old Testament contains the 
agreement that God made with the ancient Jewish 
people, which made clear that God would protect 

them if they obeyed his laws. The New Testament 
replaces the agreement that the Jewish people had 
with God and shows a new relationship God has 
with all people, not just Jews. The Bible contains 
laws for all people that come directly from God. 
For example, the Ten Commandments clearly show 
how God wants his followers to live their lives.

Guidance

Catholics believe that God requires them to 
live in a certain way, but he guides them in how 
to do this through the teachings in the Bible. 
There are specific teachings, such as the Ten 
Commandments. Other teachings are more 
general, but provide universal guidance on how 
believers should live their lives. For example, 
people should love and worship God. It is clear 
that people will be judged on how they have 

treated others, including their enemies, therefore 
they need to ensure they look after the poor and 
needy and seek justice for the oppressed. Human 
beings have been given the role of stewards and 
should therefore look after the world around 
them. Catholics believe that the Holy Spirit is a 
guide that strengthens human beings and helps 
them to apply biblical teachings to their everyday 
lives. 

Use during worship

Many Catholics use the Bible for daily worship, 
whether public or private prayer. The hymns sung in 
church are often based on passages from the Bible, 
e.g. ‘The Lord is my Shepherd’. The Lord’s Prayer 
and Hail Mary are recited during Mass; both are 
taken directly from the Gospel accounts of Jesus and 

Mary’s words. The readings during the Liturgy of the 
Word in Mass are taken from the Lectionary which 
is a schedule of Bible readings for every day of the 
year. The priest usually gives a sermon/homily which 
explains the meaning of the Gospel reading, and 
helps worshippers to apply it to their everyday lives. 

Use during ceremonies (Christening, Marriage, Funerals)

A Christening or Baptism is the first sacrament a 
person will receive in the Catholic Church. It is the 
initiation into the Catholic community and is a very 
important ceremony for the child and their family. 
There is always at least one reading from the Bible 
during the ceremony, and sometimes the person 
being christened will be given a Bible as a gift. 
This is a reminder to them that their life should be 
lived by the Word of God, and it can provide them 
with guidance when needed. During the marriage 

ceremony, the Liturgy of the Word contains readings 
from the Bible that explain the meaning and 
importance of the marriage, and ensures the couple 
are aware of the commitment they are making. 
During the Catholic funeral, the readings will tell 
those present that God has ultimate power over life 
and death, and will comfort those who mourn. These 
words help and support the people at the funeral as 
they are reminded that the person who has died is 
now at everlasting peace in Heaven with God. 

SOURCES OF AUTHORITY

‘All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 
that everyone who belongs to God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work.’ (2 Timothy 3: 16-17) 


