
Eduqas A Level English Language and Literature Component 1:  
Poetry and Prose

Key Words from 
Assessment 
Objectives

AO1: Terminology; 
written expression
(20 marks)

AO2: Meanings
(20 marks)

AO3: Context  
(10 marks)

AO4: Connections 
(10 marks)

Total 60 marks =  
60 minutes

Some key themes/ideas

This will vary according to the 
unseen text/poems but may 
include:
Love and relationships
God and religion
Nature
Sexuality
Death, grief and mourning
Work and leisure
Optimism and pessimism
Marriage
Education and learning
Faith and doubt
Landscapes and settings
Conflict

Key contextual ideas 
(AO3)
This will vary according 
to the poems, but will 
include ideas about:
society; history; politics; 
class; gender; love, 
relationships and 
marriage; religious 
beliefs; education; the 
poet’s life and family 
background. 

Key Linguistic/literary 
terms (AO1)
adverbials; stative/dynamic 
verbs; common/proper/
concrete/ abstract nouns; 
adjectives; pronouns; 
simple/compound/complex/
minor sentences; noun 
phrases; connotations; 
similes/metaphors/
personification; alliteration; 
declaratives/imperatives/
interrogatives/
exclamatories;
caesura/enjambement/
rhyme/rhythm/free verse/
rhyming couplets/alternate 
rhyme/iambic pentameter/
Petrarchan/Shakespearian 
sonnet.

Suggested essay structure
Introduction:
Outline the genre/audience/subject/
purpose of the poem and the 
partner text. Identify key similarities/
differences in attitudes to theme/
subject matter.
Paragraph 1:
Analyse several quotations from 
the first third of the poem using 
the Statement-Evidence-Analysis 
approach. Link to theme and explore 
HOW meanings are created. Embed 
context. Make specific links with 
quotations from partner text.
Paragraph 2:
As for Paragraph 2, look at the 
middle third of the poem.
Paragraph 3:
As for Paragraphs 1 and 2, look at 
the final third of the poem.
Conclusion:
Refer to key similarities and/or 
differences in the treatment of the 
topic or theme in the three texts.

Extract from response to task: With detailed reference to two poems from the Anthology and the extract from Cider With Rosie, compare and contrast how rural 
scenes are presented. 
Clearly, the extract and ‘To Autumn’ parallel each other in presenting a rural scene as incredibly powerful. When Lee writes ‘the grass towered above me and all around me’, 
the verb phrase ‘towered above me’ suggests the writer feels dwarfed by his surroundings, which sound threatening. This sensation of fear is reinforced by the compound 
adjective ‘knife-edged’, which further conveys a sense of aggression in his surroundings. As Lee had moved from London to the much more rural Gloucestershire at a young 
age, this feeling of vulnerability is understandable. ‘To Autumn’ also presents the power of its rural scene, but to evoke a sense of admiration for nature, implied by the 
personification ‘close bosom-friend of the maturing sun.’ Keats creates a sense of Autumn and the sun working in harmony, creating a sense of unity with his surroundings. 
On the other hand, ‘The Darkling Thrush’ opposes both texts in presenting a rural scene as vulnerable in the simile ‘The tangled bine-stems scored the sky/Like strings of 
broken lyres’. The symbolism of ‘lyres’ exhibits the influence of classical literature on Hardy: however, he opposes this genre by refuting the tranquillity of nature… 

Success criteria: AO1 Terminology AO2 Quotations and comments on meanings AO3 Analytical link to context, i.e how does 
context influence text? AO4 Connections

Also notice: Adverbials to introduce ideas Speculative and tentative language Alternative readings where possible ‘Embedding of quotations’ 


