
Mozart: Minuet and Trio
Classical Era

Form and Structure:
Overall plan is Minuet – Trio – Minuet. [It was usual to repeat 
the Minuet (da capo) following the Trio]

Minuet is in Binary Form (i.e. 2 sections, each repeated)

Trio is in Binary Form (i.e. 2 sections, each repeated)

Each section is 8 bars long.

Each section is repeated.

The final phrase in each B section repeats the 2nd phrase of 
the previous A sections.

Background details:
Composed by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 – 1791), one 
of the main composers of the Classical era in music.

This Minuet and Trio was the third movement of a larger piece 
called Eine Kleine Nachtmusik.

Composed in 1787, not published until 1827, many years after 
the composer had died.

Eine Kleine Nachtmusik is German for ‘a little serenade’, but 
the piece has become more commonly known as ‘a little night 
music’.

Instrumentation:
String Chamber Ensemble with optional 
part for double bass.

Score has 4 parts, like a string quartet 
(violin 1, violin 2, viola, cello).

Often performed by a string orchestra.

Texture:
Homophonic: melody and accompaniment.

Melody often played by violins in octaves, at other times 
the violins are in harmony.

Ideas are often in 3 parts (sometimes 2 parts) as ideas are 
doubled up.

Rhythm:
Simple Triple time

3/4

3 crotchet beats in every bar [i.e.]

Includes note-values from semiquavers to minims. Lots of 
quaver movement, and some dotted rhythms in the Trio.

Harmony: 
Diatonic; mixture of root position and inverted chords; 
uses V7 chords and diminished 7th chords.

All sections end with a Perfect Cadence.

Tonality:
Minuet

Section A - G major

Section B - E minorD majorG major

Trio

Section A - D major

Section B - A majorD major

Dynamics:
Minuet

Section A - begins forte (loud)

Section B - begins piano (soft)  forte

Trio

Begins sotto voce (hushed), and remains  piano 
throughout.

Tempo:
Allegretto (moderately fast)

Melody:
All melodies begin with an anacrusis. Section A of the 
Minuet theme also includes ornaments:

Section B theme of the Minuet includes sequences.

Trio themes are mainly conjunct and also contain 
some sequential ideas.

anacrusis

trills


