
A Study of Islam Eduqas AS/A level Knowledge Organiser: Theme 1D: Religious figures and sacred texts 
- Sources for shari’a

Key concepts

• How the sources for shari’a were identified and used. The Qur’an and Sunna 
are defined as the primary sources as they are beyond question. How to 
achieve rulings where these are unclear is sometimes debated.

• The divine origin and status of shari’a. If a law comes from God, then it has 
status and authority for Muslim; but if this is unclear then questions arise. 
There are widely different views on this.

Key quotes
‘The four Madhabs [are] ascribed to people who are without doubt not infallible, 
even though there from those scholars who are correct.’ (Muhammad al-
Albaani)
 ‘Few would seriously deny that for a Muslim to venture beyond established 
expert opinion and have recourse directly to the Quran and Sunna, he must 
be a scholar of great eminence. The danger of less-qualified individuals 
misunderstanding the sources and hence damaging the shari’a is a very real 
one.’
(Abdul Hakim Murad)
 ‘Shari’a is not a rigid and immutable ‘law of God’ based on unchanging texts 
written in the Middle Ages. Understood and applied correctly, sharia is an 
imminently flexible, dynamic jurisprudence that is fully compatible with the 
modern human rights framework.’ (Kareem Elbayar)
‘It [shari’a] was a body of law that was derived and put together by men (no 
female participation) many centuries ago. … Muslim clerics and autocratic 
rulers use Sharia law as an instrument of control that propagates injustice and 
deprivation.’ (Hossein Askari)

Issues for analysis and evaluation
Key questions, arguments, and debates

1. To what extent should the different sources of shari’a be used? 
Some, known as Qur’anists, use the Qur’an alone, believing the hadith were 
later innovations. Others see ijma and qiyas as important, but only during 
the early centuries of Islam. More see modern day re-interpretation by 
scholars (ulema) using reasoning as appropriate to address modern issues.

2. To what extent is shari’a made by God?  
If shari’a is made by God, then surely any interpretation, addition or change 
is heresy. But divine law has only been partly revealed in that some issues 
are not given clear guidance. Some Muslims attach importance to literal 
observance of shari’a and see it as incorruptible and divine. Others criticise 
them for imposing their own interpretation on God’s word.

• Shari’a is considered divine law by Muslims; something to strive for 
especially when faced with injustice, since God’s law must always be just.

• The law as we known it originated with the emergence of schools of 
jurisprudence (madhabs) around the time of the hadith collections. Legal 
scholars used the sources outlined above and took care to base what they 
said on the Qur’an and Sunna as the first sources of shari’a.

•  Some Muslims have the opinion that God’s laws come first so shari’a should 
become the basis for all law, including that of the state. Others disagree 
and see shari’a as opinions of humans about God’s law, and so is sometimes 
flawed and oppressive. 
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• The Qur’an as used today is the Uthmanic Qur’an, standardised during 
the time of Caliph Uthman. Competing versions of that text were ruled 
inauthentic by Zayd bin Thabit and other versions destroyed.

• The sayings of Muhammad form the hadith and are a source for his actions, 
the Sunna. These were passed on by honest, reliable narrators and collected 
around two centuries later by Bukhari and others who went to great lengths 
to check the authenticity by comparing the subject matter (matn) and 
checking the chain of narrators (isnad).

• Many questions still required further guidance, so the consensus of scholars 
(ijma) and analogy with similar ruling (qiyas) may then be used, and 
additionally reasoning (aql) by Shi’a scholars. 


