
Pesach
Key Sources of Authority:

• The Haggadah

• Duty to keep Pesach as a memorial - Exodus 12:14

Festivals:

• Diversity of practices between different Jewish traditions

• Origin, meaning and celebration of Pesach

Key Concepts:

Covenant A promise or 
agreement 
between God and 
the Jews

Shabbat Day of rest for 
Jews from Friday 
to Saturday 
sunset

Shekhinah Place where 
God’s presence 
rests and can be 
felt

Kosher Foods and 
practices allowed 

Messiah Anointed one 
who will bring 
about a new age 
for mankind

Synagogue Place of worship 
and learning for 
Jews 

Mitzvot Duties or 
commandments 

Torah The five books of 
the Tenakh

Exam Practice:

• Describe how Pesach is celebrated     (5)

Key Connections:

How does Pesach relate to Moses?

How does Pesach relate to beliefs about the Messiah?

Key Practices:

Why there 
are different 
practices 

There are often different ways that Jews celebrate the same festival. This might 
depend upon how observant Jews are of following the Torah literally. Also, if Jews are 
Sephardic (family roots in countries such as Spain and Africa) or Ashkenazi (family 
roots in countries such as Eastern Europe) then foods at festivals will often reflect a 
country of origin. As with any festival there will be different traditions that each family 
has as a way of celebrating.

Pesach 
(Passover)

The night before Pesach is an important time as it’s the final search for chametz 
(leaven) which the Torah states should not be eaten during Pesach. Pesach celebrates 
Moses leading the Israelites from Egypt to freedom and lasts for seven days in 
Israel and 8 elsewhere. The seder is a special service at home held on the first night 
of Pesach. The Haggadah is read. This is a small volume which recounts the story of 
the Exodus and contains many prayers and blessings. At the seder meal there is a 
dish of symbolic food including - marror (symbolising bitterness of the Israelites in 
captivity); shankbone (represents the lamb eaten by the Israelites on the night of the 
Exodus); charoset (a paste representing the mortar for bricks made by the Jews in 
slavery in Egypt).There are 4 cups of wine and wine is spilled when the Ten Plagues 
are recited. Some say as an expression of sorrow for each of the plagues. By the plate 
there is often a dish of salt water representing the tears shed as Israelites in slavery. 
There is a special goblet called the Cup of Elijah. After the Grace after meals has been 
recited the cup of Elijah is filled with wine and the front door is opened for Elijah to 
enter. Tradition states that Elijah will announce the time when the Messiah comes. The 
focus of the festival is to remember when Israelites weren’t free and the importance of 
freedom.


