
Festivals
Key Sources of Authority:

• Kol Nidre Prayer

• Story of Jonah

• Torah,Talmud and Midrash

Festivals:

• Origin, meaning and celebration of Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur

• Origin, meaning and celebration of Sukkot 

Key Concepts:

Covenant A promise or 
agreement 
between God and 
the Jews

Shabbat Day of rest for 
Jews from Friday 
to Saturday 
sunset

Shekhinah Place where 
God’s presence 
rests and can be 
felt

Kosher Foods and 
practices allowed 

Messiah Anointed one 
who will bring 
about a new age 
for mankind

Synagogue Place of worship 
and learning for 
Jews 

Mitzvot Duties or 
commandments 

Torah The five books of 
the Tenakh

Exam Practice:

• Describe the origin and meaning of Sukkot   (5)

Key Connections:

How does Sukkot relate to beliefs about Moses?

How do Sukkot, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur relate to beliefs about the nature of God?

Key Practices:

Rosh 
Hashanah 
and Yom 
Kippur

Known as the days of awe, they celebrate God’s role as Master of the Universe. According 
to the Talmud all actions of the past year are judged by God. In the Rosh Hashanah 
service, the concept of ‘return to God’ is stressed and that the ‘gates of repentance’ stay 
open until Yom Kippur. The Midrash describes Rosh Hashanah as the birth of humankind 
on the sixth day of creation. Often on Rosh Hashanah Jews visit water to perform 
Tashlich (cast off) to symbolise self-purification. Round loaves are eaten to symbolise the 
hope that the coming year will be complete and unbroken. Apples and honey are eaten 
with the idea of a sweet new year. The ten days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
are the last chance to repent. Yom Kippur is the most solemn day when most Jews fast 
and spend most of the day in the synagogue. It begins with the Kol Nidre prayer and ends 
24 hours later with the Neila service. A kittel is worn by some worshippers as symbol of 
humility and purity of thought. The Kol Nidre (all vows) is chanted and the story of Jonah 
is read. The shofar (ram’s horn) is blown at the end of the Yom Kippur service.

Sukkot It is a Pilgrim Festival and comes after Yom Kippur as a joyful time. Sukkot (festival 
of booths) lasts seven days and teaches Jews to have security in what seems transient. 
Sukkot is often described as a festival of simple things when Jews come closer to nature 
and liberate themselves from technology. With a Sukkot there is no difference between 
rich and poor as it shows that all are strangers on earth, temporary residents on God’s 
universe. It commemorates Moses leading the Israelites through the desert from Egypt 
to the Promised Land. The main symbol is the sukkah. This is a booth with a roof through 
which the stars must be seen. Observant families sleep in it. During the festival the four 
species are waved indicating that God’s power is everywhere. These are the palm branch; 
myrtle branches; willow branches and a citron. Some say they symbolise the different types 
of Jews.


