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English Language

Component 2 2018 Question 1 B

C2 2018: Question 1(b)

Read through the example below and record your first impressions.
Can you see any ways to improve them?

Example 1 

The ‘ly’ extension (exceedingly)/(exceeding) is representative of the line justification where journalists 
were payed based on the quantity they wrote. The non standard spelling “dropsy” and “dropsie” 
represents that the English language was not yet codified or fixed.  

Example 2 

The adverbs ‘exceedingly’ and ‘exceeding’ have inconsistent spelling because the ‘-ly’ suffix isn’t 
used both times. There is also inconsistency between the proper nouns ‘Dropsy’ and ‘Dropsie’ as 
well as the word being obsolete now. This is because after the 1755 dictionary (Johnson’s) was 
created, there were specific spellings for each word and this text was written pre-standardisation. 

Example 3 

The feature “exceedingly” is used as an adverb rather than what is standard which is a verb. This is 
mainly due to the lack of standardisation.

The present participle verb “exceeding” is used instead of an adverb which suggests that “exceeding” 
has had its meaning changed. 

Due to the lack of standardisation, there was no incorrect form of spelling many words, for example 
“Dropsy” could be spelled however preferred. Either “Dropsy” or “Dropsie” could be written, meaning 
the same things and not come out as incorrect.
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Answers
Example 1
               
The ‘ly’ extension (exceedingly)/(exceeding) is representative of the line justification where 
                                ??
journalists were payed based on the quantity they wrote. The non standard spelling “dropsy”
                 P
 and “dropsie” represents that the English language was not yet codified or fixed.  

Strengths

• One valid language change point is made about the lack of codification. 

Areas for improvement

• No word classes are identified. 

• The references to justification and journalists’ pay are too broad. Had the uninflected adverb 
occurred right at the end of a line, the concept of justification could have been relevant with 
an appropriate reference to the dropping of the inflection.
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Example 2
 
 P                        P
The adverbs ‘exceedingly’ and ‘exceeding’ have inconsistent spelling because the ‘-ly’ suffix 
     repeated point              P
isn’t used both times. There is also inconsistency between the (proper) nouns ‘Dropsy’ and 
               additional point     P

‘Dropsie’ as well as the word being obsolete now. This is because after the 1755 dictionary 

(Johnson’s) was created, there were specific spellings for each word and this text was 
     additional point
written pre-standardisation.

Strengths

• Two word classes have been accurately identified.

• There are two well-expressed language change points.

Areas for improvement

• This response demonstrates secure knowledge, but includes more points than necessary. 

• Repeated points cannot be credited twice. 

• Time saved here could be used on close reading of the texts, or on planning/writing the 
extended responses. 
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Example 3
        P       ??
The feature “exceedingly” is used as an adverb rather than what is standard which is a 
   X          P  
verb. This is mainly due to the lack of standardisation.
                       X                                                                                                       
   The present participle verb “exceeding” is used instead of an adverb which suggests 
                                                              X
that “exceeding” has had its meaning changed.
                   repetition of point                                       P
   Due to the lack of standardisation, there was no incorrect form of spelling many words, for 
 
example “Dropsy” could be spelled however preferred. Either “Dropsy” or “Dropsie” could be 
                                                                      repetition of point
written, meaning the same things and not come out as incorrect.

Strengths

• One word class has been accurately identified.

• There are two language change points. 

Areas for improvement

• There is some confusion about the use of the uninflected form of “exceeding”.  

• Words should be checked in context – this would have made it clear that both “exceedingly” 
and “exceeding” were adverbs.  

• Pairs of words can be considered together – there is no need to write a separate sentence 
on each. 


