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Daylight Robbery
– by Paul Henry –

A

These can then be identified as ‘Daylight Robbery’, ‘suspiciously’, ‘crime’ and ‘identity 
parade’. Learners may offer alternatives, such as ‘silent’ or ‘lock’, and all should be 
discussed to unpick the poet’s use of the image.

The sense behind ‘Daylight Robbery’, for example, could be elicited. Possible ideas: 
the sense of audacity or outrage implied and how the poet uses this in the poem. 
Students should work out carefully who the ‘suspiciously’ refers to.

B

This activity uses the recurring image of robbery or crime. Learners will consider what 
‘crime’ is being committed (for example, is it the ‘theft’ of the boy’s childhood, the 
‘theft’ of the boy from his father?). Is the ‘criminal’ the barber or the boy? Is the ‘victim’ 
the boy or the father?

C

Learners are to consider why the first image of the painter is used. Discussion could 
be elicited about the importance of physical appearance and how it is related to a 
sense of identity.

The phonology used could be considered: the difference between the verbs used in 
‘slips’ and ‘snipped’, for example. The alliteration of ‘final, forgotten’, as well as why 
these words were chosen, could be discussed. The focus of learners’ discussion should 
be directed towards a consideration of the effects created by these devices, rather 
than simple identification.

D

Explain the meaning of ‘phoenix’. For the image of the phoenix to work, something has 
to be destroyed in order for something new to be created.  

Learners can look for ways in which the son is seen differently as the poem 
progresses.

Activities
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E

The syntax needs careful unpicking to see that the boy himself is ‘silent’ and is 
watching ‘suspiciously’ his own image being remade in the mirror. Comparing the 
boy’s behaviour in the second verse (checking himself in the glass of a building as he 
passes) should help to highlight the significant change effected by the haircut.

F

The use of ‘stranger’ could be discussed as well as the quiet slipping of the boy’s hand 
from his father’s.

G

Learners to decide, perhaps in pairs, and to justify their choices. An awareness that 
more than one choice could be appropriate, and suggestions of alternative words, 
should all be encouraged. A critical vocabulary to describe mood in poetry can be 
usefully built up in this way.

H

The focus here is on changes in mood and how they are conveyed in the language 
used. Learners can begin to appreciate that the poet’s reactions to what he describes 
in the poem change subtly as the poem progresses, and that the boy’s reactions are 
different. It might be useful to track the changes in the way the boy’s feelings are 
conveyed, as well as those of his father.

I

What connects this poem with others you have studied?  
(Possible connections to be elicited include: father/son relationships, the use of an 
everyday event to illustrate a significant change, the use of imagery.)

Further activities
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These Teachers’ Notes, provided to support the teaching and learning of GCSE 
English Literature, contain some ideas which teachers could use to stimulate 
discussion and debate, in conjunction with other materials and sound classroom 
teaching. Context is not assessed in this non-examination assessment.


