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For Tiger Bay see:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/sites/themes/society/tiger_bay.shtml

A tribute to Dannie Abse: a look at ‘Return to Cardiff’
http://www.walesartsreview.org/a-tribute-to-dannie-abse-a-look-at-return-to-cardiff/

A

This activity is intended to help learners understand more clearly the deliberate choices 
made by the author. Once they know the ‘answer’ the choices that have led to the 
finished poem are not so obvious. The repetition of ‘first’ is clearly one feature that 
becomes very apparent. ‘Return to Cardiff’ should give a hint towards choices such as 
‘faded’ torments.

B

In this poem, when the author is struggling to express himself, the jerky rhythm and 
large quantity of punctuation could be thought to help to express his unsettled feeling. 
Learners could discuss: 

•	 the way the colon introduces a list, and why

•	 the use of ‘fool’ with a comma each side and its effect

•	 the short sharp sentence of two words 

•	 the use of a semi-colon as a less marked break than a full stop.  

The effect of the use of minor sentences (without main verbs) can also be discussed.

Quotation marks can sometimes be used to suggest that the expression is somehow 
inappropriate or misleading.

C

Clear contrasts can be explored here. It may be useful to draw on their own comparable 
experiences, also the likely age and character of a child who might perceive a ‘mile-
wide’ Taff, and a castle ‘as in some black, gothic dream’.

Activities
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D

Possibilities for discussion: words such as ‘unfocused’, ‘unable’, ‘uneasily’; ‘clues’, ‘fringes’, 
‘glimpsed’; ‘strangers’, ‘alien’; punctuation (cf. stanza 1), and the way a long, somewhat 
disjointed sentence fills an entire stanza.

E and F

A detailed analysis of the poet’s language choices will be needed if they are to justify 
their selection of a quotation in comparison with selections from others in the class.

G

It is suggested that teachers should become familiar with the recording before using 
with a class to identify possible approaches appropriate to their particular group.

H

Having discussed the poem in various ways, this activity is designed to help learners 
reflect on the whole poem and explore some aspects of choice of language that 
underpin its evocative qualities. The challenge in any spoken or written response is to 
articulate just why certain words create an effect, and this activity may help learners 
explore parts of the poem they had not previously focused on.

The repetition of ‘first’ and the use of ‘Unable’ at the start of two successive stanzas are 
just two details that could be explored.

These Teachers’ Notes, provided to support the teaching and learning of GCSE English 
Literature, contain some ideas which teachers could use to stimulate discussion and debate, in 
conjunction with other materials and sound classroom teaching. Context is not assessed in this 
non-examination assessment. We cannot guarantee the accuracy of external websites.


